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1. Introduction

Abstract

In this paper, with the institutionalization construction and corresponding talent
development practices of Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University being
the research object, the educational models of Women’s Studies to achieve disci-
plinary construction and talent development within the higher education system
are explored, the curriculum systems provided for undergraduate, postgraduate,
and doctoral students majoring in Women’s Studies are reviewed systematically,
and the methodology for institutional arrangements and curricula of Women’s
Studies to facilitate the transformation from theoretical understanding to
knowledge production is focused on. For undergraduate students, the curriculum
of Women’s Studies begins with the construction of gender-related theory systems
and exercises in critical thinking, guiding students to establish a gender-related
knowledge framework, thereby enabling students’ capabilities to transition from
comprehension to analysis. For postgraduate and doctoral students, the educational
goal of Women’s Studies is to develop students’ research capabilities, which is
achieved through methodological exercises and direct participation in paper pub-
lication on academic platforms, and students majoring in Women’s Studies
achieve the transformation from knowledge recipients to knowledge producers.
Fundamentally, the educational models of Women’s Studies integrate gender-re-
lated research into the institutionalized disciplinary framework, thereby promoting
the development of the specialty in a standardized manner, which not only en-
hances the rigorousness and standardization of Women’s Studies, but also pro-
vides an empirical paradigm for the sustainable development of higher education
for women.

Keywords

Ewha Womans University; education for women; educational models; outcomes of
education for women

As a highly representative women’s university in South Korea and Asia, Ewha Womans University has set up the
discipline of Women’s Studies, which is just the core of the entire system of education for women. Based on various
specialized courses, the University sets up dedicated educational programs, makes institutional arrangements, and
integrates theories with practices, promoting and forming a comprehensive system of education for women, cover-
ing undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral students.
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The predecessor of Ewha Womans University was Ewha Hakdang. As the first modern educational institution
for women in Korea, Ewha Hakdang was founded in 1886 by American missionary Mary F. Scranton. At the very
beginning, 15 students were admitted to Ewha Hakdang and constituted the first class in September 1910. Four
years later, they graduated in 1914. In 1925, Ewha College was established on the basis of Ewha Hakdang, becoming
the first higher education institution for women in Korea; at the same time, the curricula arranged by the College
opened the door for women to receive higher education. In 1946, Ewha College was renamed Ewha Womans Uni-
versity, which was accredited as the first four-year university in Korea by the Ministry of Education and the Korean
government (Ewha Womans University, n.d.). Many celebrities graduated from Ewha Womans University, such as
Han Myeong-sook, the first female prime minister of South Korea. After graduation, Han Myeong-sook embarked
on a political career and held key national positions, exemplifying the practical impacts of the higher education of
Ewha Womans University in nurturing female public leaders (Ewha Womans University, n.d.). In addition, Ewha
Womans University offered Korea’s first research course for women in 1977 and established the Korean Women
Research Institute of Ewha Womans University, so as to further develop the discipline of Women’s Studies. Thus,
it can be seen that the development outcomes of Ewha Womans University are reflected not only in the break-
throughs at the institutional level of the University, but also in the practical influence of many celebrities who
graduated from the University in social and political fields (Ewha Womans University, n.d.).

2. Talent Development Mechanism and Curriculum Construction of Women’s Studies of Ewha
Womans University

2.1 Admission Mechanism and Prerequisites for Talent Development of Women’s Studies

For Women'’s Studies of Ewha Womans University, there is a well-defined institutional framework for talent de-
velopment. For both postgraduate and doctoral students, an independent admissions system is adopted respectively.
Applicants must submit their research plan, academic paper samples, and their academic background materials.
Academic achievements rankings will not be the primary criterion for assessment, but theoretical comprehension
capabilities, question awareness, and research potential are the key elements to be taken into account during the
points for assessment (Ewha Womans University, 2026). Therefore, such a selection and admission mechanism is
favorable for students who have a solid foundation in theoretical exercises and outstanding academic expression
capabilities, thereby enabling them to be ready for the rigorous and demanding research exercises ahead. In addition,
minor courses and double-degree programs are also provided for undergraduate students, and this forms an excellent
complement to the selection and admission mechanism. For double-degree programs, students from diverse aca-
demic backgrounds are recruited actively by the University, enabling the education of Women’s Studies to be de-
veloped vigorously on an interdisciplinary basis and providing diverse sources of knowledge for research-oriented
talent development.

2.2 Structural Design for Talent Development Goals of Women’s Studies

A logically rigorous and progressive sequence for talent development has been set up for the discipline of Women’s
Studies. For undergraduate students, the primary goal of education is to reconstruct a knowledge framework which
explicitly takes “gender” as a key factor of social analysis, so as to systematically and hierarchically develop stu-
dents’ both critical reading capabilities and logical expression capabilities through classroom discussions and textual
analysis. This means that the fundamental goal of Women’s Studies is not to directly cultivate researchers but firstly
to achieve the transformation of students’ understanding modes. For postgraduate students, Women’s Studies fo-
cuses on the development of students’ research capabilities. Through methodological courses, students are expected
to be able to construct and design research questions based on their basic theoretical knowledge and practically
acquire skills in research design and data analysis. For doctoral students, the education of Women’s Studies focuses
on students’ original research capabilities and academic paper publishing capabilities; that is, students are expected
to provide novel explanatory frameworks or new empirical materials on the basis of existing theoretical knowledge
frameworks, facilitating their transformation from passive knowledge recipients to active knowledge producers.
Therefore, the entire development process for students from the undergraduate stage to the postgraduate stage and
finally to the doctoral stage can actually be deemed as a continuous process for students’ capabilities from theoret-
ical understanding, to capability improvement, and finally to knowledge production (Ewha Womans University,
n.d.).
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2.3 Systematic Construction of Curriculum Structures of Women’s Studies

For the construction of the curriculum system of Women’s Studies, there has already been a comprehensive curric-
ulum system, and the foundational theory courses can help students build conceptual frameworks, which start from
Feminist Theory, Gender and Social Structures, and related theoretical textual reading and analysis. Methodological
courses are mainly arranged for postgraduate and doctoral students, covering Feminist Research Methodology,
Qualitative Research Methodology, and Research Ethics. Based on these courses, students can acquire skills in
question construction, data acquisition, and academic integrity systematically. Specialty knowledge deepening
courses focus on Labor, Media, Policy, Leadership, and other topics for women, highlighting interactions between
theories and actual issues. After learning such courses, students can improve their theoretical application capabilities
through specific topic analyses. It should not be ignored that the perspectives of Women’s Studies have actually
been integrated into the curriculum systems of other colleges, forming an interdisciplinary integration in the true
sense. Accordingly, students can review various gender-related issues with a broader vision and rich knowledge.
Therefore, the entire curriculum system for Women’s Studies has been provided with a clear and rational progres-
sive logic -from foundational theories to methodological exercises, and further to thematic research and interdisci-
plinary integration (Ewha Womans University, n.d.).

2.4 Talent Development Goals and Characteristics for Undergraduate Students of Women’s Studies

For undergraduate students majoring in Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University, the fundamental goal of
undergraduate courses is to help enable students to form their own theoretical frameworks for understanding various
gender-related issues and social relations, so as to develop both their critical thinking capabilities and academic
expression capabilities. The undergraduate courses of Women’s Studies do not cultivate professional researchers
directly, but firstly provide students with analytical tools, enabling them to review various social and cultural issues
by taking “gender” as a key factor in social analysis. Thus, the curriculum design for undergraduate students has
been provided with a distinct logic—classroom discussions, case studies, and textual reading and analysis, etc. are
arranged for students to develop their logical analysis capabilities, to guide them to understand gender-related issues
from an interdisciplinary perspective, ultimately developing their capabilities of providing academically valuable
and theoretically insightful explanations for various social phenomena. Furthermore, the curriculum provided for
undergraduate students majoring in Women’s Studies features a very clear and perceptible hierarchical progression
from basic to advanced levels step by step, thereby laying a solid foundation for the development of research capa-
bilities of postgraduate and doctoral students.

The curriculum system provided for undergraduate students majoring in Women’s Studies has a well-defined,
hierarchically structured, and logically rigorous progression. During the first stage, Introduction to Women’s Stud-
ies, Gender and Social Structure, and Introduction to Feminist Theory, and other courses are provided, of which the
fundamental goal for students is to learn conceptual construction and theoretical sorting. During the second stage,
Gender and Labor, Gender and Family, Gender and Media, and Women and Education, and other courses are pro-
vided for students, allowing them to directly apply theories based on policy texts, media cases, and social events
and other topics. During the third stage, two specialty knowledge deepening courses — Asian Women’s Studies and
Women and Globalization (Ewha Womans University, n.d.) are provided, which are mainly carried out in the form
of classroom discussions and group discussions, guiding students to conduct in-depth analyses based on specific
topics. Classroom discussions are mainly organized under the guidance of teachers, who will intentionally create
spaces for students to express their viewpoints within theoretical frameworks. In terms of review and evaluation,
reading reflection reports, submitting small papers, providing presentations in the classroom, and delivering final
papers or taking exams are all indispensable methods for reference. The assessment always focuses on comprehen-
sion and analytical capabilities, but not methodological exercises only.

2.5 Talent Development Goals and Characteristics of Postgraduate and Doctoral Education of Women’s
Studies

During the postgraduate and doctoral stage, the focus of Women’s Studies naturally shifts from theoretical under-
standing to research capabilities development and knowledge production, and thus the educational goals of
Women’s Studies are defined distinctively—in addition to advanced theoretical frameworks and methodological
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tools that students majoring in Women’s Studies must master, they must also develop their capabilities of inde-
pendently constructing research questions, producing standardized academic papers, and engaging in dialogues
among academic communities. Therefore, during the postgraduate and doctoral stage, students majoring in
Women’s Studies should conduct original research under the direction of their academic mentors, generating
knowledge outputs that are recognized and accepted by the academic community. As a result, the education during
the postgraduate and doctoral stages has such a distinctive feature that the focus of education transitions from
knowledge acquisition to knowledge production, and institutionalized research exercises are carried out systemati-
cally to cultivate students’ independent research capabilities and academic expression capabilities.

During the postgraduate and doctoral stages, the curriculum system provided for students is meticulously struc-
tured and distinctly research-oriented. For example, advanced theoretical courses, such as Advanced Feminist The-
ory, Poststructuralist Feminism, and Intersectionality Studies, emphasize the development of students’ comparative
analysis and critical analysis capabilities; Methodological courses, such as Feminist Research Methodology, Qual-
itative Research Methodology, Textual Analysis, and Research Ethics (Ewha Womans University, 2026; Ewha
Womans University, n.d.), enable students to systematically master skills in research design, data analysis, and
academic integrity. In terms of classroom organization, all classes adopt a seminar-style teaching mode, that is,
students first read extensive English-language literature, and then have discussions on relevant topics, while the
teacher always guides the research direction as an academic mentor and commentator. Students also have many
opportunities to gain ample practical experience, such as placements in the research center of the University and
research assistant roles, directly participating in literature organization, data analysis, and academic conference or-
ganization, etc., paying equal attention to theories and practices. In terms of the evaluation system, literature reviews,
research plans, course papers, and dissertations constitute a basic framework, and course papers can often be revised
into journal submissions, effectively facilitating the academic translation of research outcomes.

From undergraduate to postgraduate and doctoral stages, the curriculum systems are well-defined and hierarchi-
cally designed for students majoring in Women’s Studies, and thus students can naturally and fully develop a sys-
tematic knowledge structure, master independent research methods, and acquire excellent academic expression ca-
pabilities, which lays a solid foundation for their future careers in research institutions, public policy sectors, and
international organizations. Furthermore, with the institutionalized research platform, both standardization and sus-
tainability of knowledge production can be guaranteed, which provides long-term support for talent development in
this discipline.

2.6 Talent Development QOutcomes of Women’s Studies

With the high maturation of the institutionalized development system, a stable capability structure has been devel-
oped for students majoring in Women’s Studies. Long-term theoretical exercises and paper writing enable them to
establish a distinctive framework for gender-related analysis, and thus not only can they interpret social phenomena
from a perspective of gender, but also can appropriately integrate their experiences into theoretical frameworks for
examination. In combination with the mentor feedback mechanism, methodological exercises cultivate students’
capabilities of independently constructing research questions and synthesizing academic literature. At the same time,
their academic expression capabilities are also strengthened continuously through ongoing seminars and iterative
revisions. As a result, after graduation, students who have majored in Women’s Studies mainly work in higher
education institutions, research institutions, public policy sectors, and international organizations, etc. Their excel-
lent career development and trajectories have been taken as strong evidence for Women’s Studies’ dual goals in
higher education - public leadership and academic capabilities. Han Myeong-sook, the first female Prime Minister
of South Korea, and Kang Kyung-wha, the former Foreign Minister of South Korea, stand as the most prominent
examples of institutionalized educational outcomes of Women’s Studies.

2.7 Contributions to the Development of Women’s Studies

Being provided with a stable admission mechanism, rational curriculum structure, and mature mentor-based devel-
opment system for the discipline of Women’s Studies at Ewha Womans University, sustained academic productivity
has been achieved. Based on research institutions and academic journal platforms, research outcomes are integrated
into academic discussions and international exchanges, so that the discipline can be developed in a continuous and
healthy manner. In addition, the institutionalized talent development model of Women’s Studies not only can
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promote the discipline’s long-term stability but also can provide help in the establishment of academic authority
and enduring influence within the higher education system, creating a true virtuous cycle.

In summary, for the discipline of Women’s Studies at Ewha Womans University, there is a well-defined and
mature institutionalized educational model centering on talent development. Student selection and admission, cur-
riculum construction, mentor guidance, practical participation, evaluation and assessment mechanisms, etc., all fo-
cus on “how to cultivate research-oriented talents of Women’s Studies.” By combining well-structured curricula
with phased development, the discipline enables students to achieve a smooth transition from theoretical under-
standing to knowledge production, thereby effectively advancing the institutional development of Women’s Studies
over the long term.

3. Outcomes of Education for Women
3.1 Knowledge Construction and Cognition Development in the Education of Women’s Studies

For the discipline of Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University, there is a clear and hierarchical design for the
teaching of gender-related theories and knowledge about Women'’s Studies. Students majoring in Women’s Studies
must first undergo systematic exercises in Foundational Gender Theories, Women’s Culture Research, Gender and
Labor, and Gender Policy Analysis and other modules. This will firstly help them find the difference between bio-
logical gender and social gender, and then fully understand that gender-related roles are constructed in social and
cultural contexts. Based on this, students can apply a gender-related perspective consciously and adeptly, whether
in classroom discussions or in research. Furthermore, according to the curriculum arrangement, students are encour-
aged to read relevant literature, make specific case studies, and analyze and deconstruct various complex issues
from both theoretical and practical perspectives, ultimately forming solid and standardized academic and cognitive
frameworks with rigorous logic.

Discussions and academic paper writing exercises carried out in classrooms cultivate critical thinking capabilities
of students. Whether in group discussions or paper writing, students are required to put forward questions for exist-
ing research, check the rationality of various viewpoints, and back up their own arguments with evidences, which
not only enhances their logical expression capabilities and academic communication capabilities, but also develops
their good habit of proactive and systematic analysis on questions, and even enables them to make independent
academic judgments based on evidences. Therefore, this not only exemplifies the principles of knowledge internal-
ization and capability development from a pedagogical perspective, but also aligns with the learning rules for stu-
dents’ transformation from passive knowledge recipients to active knowledge producers.

3.2 Capability Development and Practical Skill Development of Women’s Studies

For the discipline Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University, importance is also attached to capability devel-
opment and practical exercises in addition to the construction of theoretical knowledge. The curriculum design of
Women’s Studies has a clear logic—it integrates research methodology with fieldwork and thematic research in
order to enable students to apply what they have learned in classrooms to handling actual issues. Specifically, in
methodological courses, students first learn to design research proposals, collect data, conduct data analysis, and
then prepare research reports, so as to develop their academic research and data processing capabilities directly and
comprehensively; on the other hand, group and classroom discussions held simultaneously can cultivate students’
teamwork, communication, and project management capabilities naturally. Such long-term and sustained successful
experiences are more conducive to developing students’ self-efficacy—they believe that they are capable of carrying
out complex academic tasks or practical projects, which thereby fosters their leadership awareness naturally.

The practicality of specialty education in the discipline of Women’s Studies is reflected in the outcomes of stu-
dents’ academic achievements—both undergraduate and postgraduate students have opportunities to write academic
papers, complete project reports, and deliver research presentations, thereby directly developing their academic
expression and data organization capabilities, and enhancing their capabilities of proposing constructive solutions
in specialty contexts. From a pedagogical perspective, it can be asserted that such exercises provide an excellent
opportunity for students to integrate knowledge, capabilities, and experience organically.
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3.3 Outcomes of Outstanding Talent Development of Women’s Studies

The educational outcomes of specialty education of Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University can be examined
and proved by the career trajectories of three graduates—Han Myeong-sook became, the first female Prime Minister
of South Korea, Kang Kyung-wha, who once served in the United Nations system and served as Foreign Minister
of South Korea, and Cho Yoon-sun, who once served as Minister of Culture, Sports, and Tourism. The vocational
success of the three dignitaries exemplifies well the practical effectiveness of Women’s Studies, including
knowledge application, organizational management, decision-making capabilities, and public leadership (Ewha
Womans University, n.d.). Thus, from a pedagogical perspective, a distinctive conclusion can be made that special-
ized courses can not only improve students’ cognitive capabilities and academic literacy, but also are conducive to
the development of students’ occupational capabilities and leadership capabilities. During theoretical learning, re-
search exercises, and classroom practices, etc., students can accumulate knowledge, acquire their skills, and build
their confidence, so as to assume key roles in education, academia, public affairs, and other fields.

Heisook Lee can be taken as a highly representative and impactful example in science and education and other
fields. As a graduate from the Mathematics Department of Ewha Womans University, she not only achieved out-
standing academic results, but also promoted women’s participation in science and technology actively and effec-
tively. She founded the South Korea Center for Women in Science, Engineering, and Technology (“WISET” for
short) while assuming key positions of leadership in research management and academic organizations, demonstrat-
ing outstanding educational outcomes of the University in terms of critical analysis capabilities, research capabilities,
and organizational coordination capabilities (HandWiki, 2025).

Graduates from Ewha Womans University have made remarkable and influential achievements in culture, media,
and other fields. For example, Claudia Kim, a prominent actress in both Korean and international cinemas, has
embodied the University’s educational philosophy in professional expression and global perspectives through her
cultural dissemination and cross-cultural communication capabilities (Ewha Womans University, n.d.). In addition,
Esther Park, who also graduated from Ewha Womans University, can also be deemed a trailblazer in specialized
practice. Both of them proved the overall effectiveness of specialized exercises, practical capabilities, and career
development, etc., in the education of the University (Ewha Womans University, n.d.).

In summary, the achievements that distinguished alumni have made in their respective fields after graduation not
only directly reflected the transmission of specialized knowledge of Ewha Womans University but also practically
demonstrated that the University is successful in fulfilling its educational goals in critical thinking, analytical capa-
bilities, public expression, and interdisciplinary collaboration. As a result, it can be pedagogically concluded that
the education received by students from Ewha Womans University thoroughly prepares them for their success in
various specialized fields.

In addition, the development model of Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University for cultivating profession-
als has distinctive continuity and hierarchy in curriculum systems. For undergraduate students, the curriculum sys-
tem focuses on constructing students’ knowledge structures and foundational academic capabilities; for postgradu-
ate students, the curriculum system cultivates students’ research methodology and interdisciplinary competencies
consciously and systematically. Therefore, students are enabled to undertake and carry out various complex aca-
demic tasks and interdisciplinary research projects naturally and adeptly. Such hierarchy in talent development not
only enables students to master disciplinary knowledge systematically, but also effectively ensures that graduates
can apply what they have learned from the University to specialized fields, such as making comprehensive analyses
and solving actual issues, so as to form a complete chain for students to enhance their academic capabilities and
improve their career potentials.

4. Summary and Conclusion

Actually, Education for women is not just a disciplinary practice. Fundamentally, it has been proven as a cultivation
mechanism attaching equal importance to knowledge, capabilities, and cognitive frameworks with a distinct purpose
and intrinsic logic. The education of Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University not only uses gender-related
analysis frameworks seamlessly to guide students to reconstruct their cognitive frameworks in order to systemati-
cally understand gender-related issues, but also facilitates the education through Theoretical Readings, Classroom
Discussions, and Paper Writing, progressively fostering students’ critical thinking capabilities and structural
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analysis capabilities, achieving the natural transition from students’ individual experiences to their reflections on
societal structures. Furthermore, Intersectional Analysis is integrated into the curriculum of Women’s Studies, en-
abling students to take into account fully the social classes, ethnicity, culture, etc. when solving related issues, so as
to ensure that they can conduct analyses multi-dimensionally and comprehensively. Continuous exercises in aca-
demic paper writing, as well as timely discussions and exercises conducted according to the curriculum system of
Women’s Studies, not only improve students’ logical expression capabilities and rigorous argumentation capabili-
ties, but also strengthen their self-efficacy and leadership capabilities potentially. As a result, the entire educational
process of Women’s Studies has actually achieved the synchronous development of knowledge, capabilities, and
cognitive frameworks, forming a complete and clear talent development model pedagogically (Ewha Womans Uni-
versity, n.d.).

As institutionalization has been achieved in higher education of Women’s Studies at Ewha Womans University,
the curriculum design, hierarchical development mechanism, and research exercises are interconnected with each
other, and they have been developed progressively. On the other hand, the combination of local experiences with
Asian perspectives has also effectively expanded the scope of research methods and knowledge application, so that
students can achieve balance between theories and reality in both academic research and practices. Furthermore, the
institutionalized curriculum itself also provides a stable and solid platform for students to improve their academic
and research capabilities.

The educational outcomes of Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University are reflected in talent development
distinctly and powerfully. Graduates from Women’s Studies have demonstrated their solid professional knowledge,
outstanding analytical capabilities, exceptional leadership, and other capabilities in various fields, such as politics,
diplomacy, public administration, education, and social organizations. For example, alumni Han Myeong-sook and
Kang Kyung-wha have made great achievements in public affairs, which can be regarded as the most vivid and
direct evidence of the success of Ewha Womans University in capability building and specialized exercises. There-
fore, it can be concluded that the education of Women’s Studies not only cultivates students’ academic capabilities
but also lays a solid foundation for their career development.

Overall, for educational practices for women as conducted by Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University, a
very distinctive and complete logical chain has been formed, which starts with knowledge construction, makes
progress by taking capability development as the intermediate step, and ultimately aims at talent development. The
curricula, learning, research exercises, and practical opportunities are connected naturally, ensuring the simultane-
ous improvement of students’ cognitive and academic capabilities as well as career potentials. The education for
women is not only a matter of disciplinary development within the higher education system, but also a crucial
component of structural transformation in the process of societal modernity.
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