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tion, the design of oral English homework for junior high school students urgently
needs innovation to meet the requirements of cultivating students’ core abilities.
This article focuses on the main challenges of current oral assignments, including
monotonous formats, lack of contextualization, and feedback delays. Combining
language acquisition theory, constructivist learning principles, and psychological
frameworks, a four-dimensional innovative design framework of “life-oriented,
contextualized, collaborative, and interdisciplinary” is proposed. This study aims
to transform oral assignments into dynamic tools for enhancing students’ language

proficiency and cross-cultural communication skills by simulating real-life scenar-
i0s, integrating immersive situations with virtual reality (VR) and augmented real-
ity (AR) technologies, and using intelligent voice assessment systems for immedi-
ate feedback. In addition, project-based learning and STEAM interdisciplinary
tasks are introduced to integrate language application with higher-order thinking
abilities. Studies show that scientifically designed oral English homework can ef-
fectively stimulate students’ learning participation, improve oral English profi-
ciency, and provide operational references for junior high school English teaching.
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1. Introduction

In the contemporary era of globalization and rapid information exchange, English oral proficiency has emerged as a
cornerstone skill with profound implications across educational, professional, and social landscapes. The cultivation
of oral English skills is no longer a secondary goal but a strategic educational focus, particularly in China, where
initiatives like the Belt and Road have amplified the demand for bilingual talents. The release of the 2022 Compulsory
Education English Curriculum Standards formally established “oral communication” as one of the four core compe-
tencies, imposing higher demands on oral English instruction. However, constrained by traditional teaching habits,
exam-oriented pressures, and uneven resource distribution, oral English teaching in junior high schools has long been
marginalized. Homework, as an extension of classroom learning, often becomes a perfunctory exercise, plagued by
monotonous formats, lack of contextualization, and delayed feedback (Plaindaren, 2019).

Domestic research highlights that traditional oral homework tends to be mechanical and repetitive, emphasizing
vocabulary memorization and text recitation, while neglecting diverse learning needs and interests (Yang, 2019). A

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2025.10.020 1956 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science


https://www.hillpublisher.com/Journals/jhass/

Zhitong Yang

survey revealed that students have less than 10 minutes of oral practice weekly, insufficient for proficiency develop-
ment. Recent studies advocate integrating core competencies—cultural awareness, critical thinking, and learning
strategies—into homework design (Li, 2025). Emerging technologies like intelligent voice assessment systems and
VR platforms show potential for providing immediate feedback and immersive environments (Cinar, 2024). Recent
studies have emphasized that the average time students spend on oral practice in class is astonishingly little. A survey
conducted in several junior high schools revealed that students had less than 10 minutes of oral practice each week,
which was far from sufficient to improve their oral proficiency. This limited practice time is largely due to the em-
phasis on written homework and grammar practice. Teachers usually give priority to having students prepare for
written tests and leave little room for oral activities. Therefore, students may become proficient in reading and writing,
but it is difficult for them to express their thoughts fluently in oral English.

Internationally, task-based language teaching, as proposed by Willis (2021), effectively enhances fluency and
pragmatic ability through real communication tasks. Differentiated instruction, emphasized by Tomlinson (2017),
addresses varying proficiency levels through hierarchical tasks and flexible grouping. Tomlinson’s hierarchical task
approach involves creating tasks of different difficulty levels, allowing students to choose tasks that match their
abilities and gradually challenge themselves as they progress. Digital tools and social learning platforms promote
peer interaction and collaborative language construction (Hassan, 2023). Theoretical foundations from constructiv-
ism (Vygotsky), language acquisition (Krashen’s input hypothesis, Swain’s output hypothesis), and motivation the-
ories (Self-Determination Theory) further inform effective assignment design.

Despite these advancements, gaps remain. Domestic studies often lack longitudinal tracking of homework effects
on long-term language development, while international research seldom adapts technology-enhanced tasks to re-
source-constrained environments. This study addresses these gaps by proposing a comprehensive design framework,
supported by empirical data from pilot studies, to transform oral assignments from neglected drills into powerful
tools for cultivating students’ global competencies, aligning with both China’s “Double Reduction” policy and UN
Sustainable Development Goal 4.7.

2. Current Challenges in Oral English Assignment Design

2.1 Monotonous Assignment Formats

Current oral English homework in junior high schools predominantly relies on traditional forms like textbook recita-
tion and dialogue memorization. This uniformity stifles innovation and fails to stimulate students’ intrinsic motiva-
tion. Learners engage in mechanical imitation without opportunities for critical thinking or creative expression, hin-
dering the development of genuine oral communication skills.

2.2 Contextualization Deficits

A significant shortfall is the lack of contextualization in oral assignments. Without authentic communication scenar-
i0s, students struggle to apply language knowledge flexibly. This disconnection from real-world contexts prevents
the transfer of classroom-acquired skills to practical interactions, undermining the effectiveness of pragmatic com-
munication.

2.3 Ineffective Assessment and Feedback Mechanisms

Evaluation mechanisms primarily depend on teachers’ subjective judgments, lacking scientific rigor. Current stand-
ards overemphasize linguistic accuracy while neglecting fluency, logical coherence, and creative language use. The
predominance of summative assessment fails to incorporate formative strategies, thus not capturing students’ devel-
opmental trajectories. Furthermore, delayed feedback, due to limited integration of modern technology, impedes
timely differentiated instruction and reduces teaching efficiency.

2.4 Ambiguous Instructional Objectives and Lack of Systematization

Many teachers possess only a vague understanding of oral communication objectives and lack a standardized evalu-
ation framework. Randomly designed tasks lead to fragmented knowledge acquisition and low retention rates. Oral
homework often does not align with course progression or effectively consolidate classroom learning, failing to pro-
vide adequate cognitive challenges for advanced learners or sufficient support for struggling students.
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3. Innovative Design Strategies for Oral English Assignments
3.1 Life-Oriented Assignment Design

In junior high school English teaching, life-oriented oral assignment design is highly effective. Teachers can integrate
curriculum content with students’ daily lives to create practical speaking tasks. Life-oriented design bridges the gap
between language learning and real-life application. Teachers can integrate curriculum content with students’ daily
experiences to create practical speaking tasks. For example, after learning the “shopping” topic, students can simulate
shopping scenarios, role-playing as customers and salesclerks to discuss prices, sizes, and colors. Tasks like the
“Family Shopping List” conversation or “My Weekend Vlog” encourage students to use English in familiar environ-
ments, enhancing both oral expression and practical communication skills. This approach fosters natural acquisition
of practical expressions through role-playing in relatable contexts.

3.2 Contextualized Assignment Design

Creating vivid and engaging scenes is another effective strategy to inspire students to practice oral English. Teachers
can utilize multimedia resources such as images, videos, and audio to build immersive language environments. For
instance, when teaching “travel”, students can watch travel videos and then discuss their experiences or plan virtual
trips in groups. Activities like the “Airport Direction Task Card” or “Festival Blind Box” provide structured scenarios
for practicing specific vocabulary and expressions, thereby improving oral skills while cultivating teamwork and
creative thinking. The key is to establish an immersive environment that mimics real-life interactions.

3.3 Collaborative Learning Assignment Design

Collaborative learning fosters teamwork and communication skills. Group projects, such as creating an English poster
or organizing a themed party, require students to negotiate roles, solve problems, and present results collectively. The
“Serial Drama Project”, where groups create and shoot campus sitcom episodes weekly, encourages continuous oral
practice and creative writing. Similarly, the “City Promotion Project” involves producing bilingual travel guides,
combining local knowledge with English expression. These activities enhance oral skills and promote peer learning
and collective problem-solving.

3.4 Interdisciplinary Assignment Design

Integrating English with other subjects broadens knowledge and language skills. In science, students can explain
experiments in English; in history, they can recount events or role-play historical figures. Tasks like the “Science
Experiment Demo”, where students explain household experiments like volcano models, or the “Artwork Audio
Guide”, where they narrate famous paintings, merge subject-specific content with language practice. This interdisci-
plinary approach sparks interest, develops holistic thinking, and demonstrates the practical utility of English across
different domains.

4. The Application of AI Technology in Oral English Assignments

The application of modern information technology in junior high school English oral assignments exhibits multidi-
mensional and integrated characteristics. Its value extends beyond improving learning efficiency to fundamentally
transforming traditional oral training paradigms. When speech recognition algorithms precisely identify pronuncia-
tion errors, when virtual reality (VR) recreates conversational scenarios on the streets of London, and when WeChat
class groups enable spoken “language chains” that transcend time and space, teachers are redefining the boundaries
of English oral practice. These technological interventions are not mere replacements for traditional tools; they sys-
tematically address long-standing challenges in oral instruction—such as speaking anxiety, lack of authentic context,
and delayed feedback—through intelligent feedback mechanisms, immersive contextualization, and interactive net-
works. The following sections explore three core dimensions: intelligent feedback systems, virtual context construc-
tion, and socialized learning networks, revealing how technology shifts oral assignments from mechanical drills to
competency cultivation.

4.1 Intelligent Speech Recognition and Instant Feedback Systems

Intelligent voice recognition systems, such as “Liulishuo” and “Kouyu 100”, overcome the limitations of traditional
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teacher-led correction. These platforms use speech recognition algorithms and standardized pronunciation databases
to evaluate parameters like vowel fullness, consonant clarity, and linking accuracy. Real-time visual feedback, com-
bined with slow-motion demonstrations and tongue-position animations, creates a “diagnose-correct-reinforce” train-
ing loop. Data from an experimental class showed significant improvement: confusion between /i:/ and /1/ decreased
from 37% to 12%, and sentence stress errors dropped by 29% after eight weeks of use. Teachers can analyze class-
wide pronunciation “heat maps” to design targeted exercises, thereby enhancing instructional efficiency.

4.2 Virtual and Augmented Reality for Immersive Contexts

VR and AR technologies enable immersive oral training beyond physical limitations. For example, students in a
Shanghai school used VR headsets to “enter” New York’s Grand Central Station and complete dialogue tasks like
purchasing tickets. Such situational training activates episodic memory and strengthens language-scene connections.
Studies indicate that students practicing in virtual environments retain more scenario-specific vocabulary and demon-
strate higher fluency compared to traditional methods. AR applications, such as scanning textbook illustrations to
trigger 3D landmarks and preset conversations, solve the problem of lacking authentic contexts, with users scoring
higher in scenario-based speaking tests.

4.3 Socialized Learning Platforms and Collaborative Tools

Social learning platforms like DingTalk and ClassIn reshape oral practice through dynamic interaction. Intelligent
grouping ensures discussions occur within students’ zones of proximal development. Pilot projects in Shenzhen uti-
lized virtual self-study rooms for theme-based English corners and debates, increasing daily oral practice time for
underperforming students by 2.7 times. Gamified mini-programs on WeChat, such as “message in a bottle” voice
note exchanges, achieve high completion rates. Blockchain technology further innovates by storing oral practice
records securely, allowing parents to track progress. These tools expand practice opportunities, promote peer review,
and sustain motivation through interactive and competitive elements.

5. Conclusion

The design of oral English homework in junior high school is pivotal for enhancing students’ language application
ability and core competitiveness. However, current practices often suffer from mechanical repetition, detachment
from real environments, and monotonous formats. To address these challenges, a multifaceted approach is essential.

Life-oriented assignments connect language learning to students’ daily experiences, transforming real-life scenar-
ios into practical oral practice. Contextualized designs using VR/AR technologies create immersive environments
that foster engagement and cross-cultural awareness. Collaborative learning mechanisms inject social dynamics into
oral training, promoting teamwork and communication skills. Interdisciplinary integration merges English with other
subjects, enriching content and demonstrating the language’s utility beyond the classroom.

The integration of Al technologies, such as intelligent speech recognition and social learning platforms, provides
immediate feedback, expands practice opportunities, and personalizes learning. A multidimensional evaluation sys-
tem, encompassing communication strategies and cultural awareness alongside accuracy and fluency, ensures a com-
prehensive assessment of student progress.

Sustainable reform hinges on teachers’ professional development. Educational authorities should establish research
groups and workshops focused on oral assignment design. Schools can implement mentoring programs and enhance
teachers’ technical literacy through training on voice analysis software and virtual simulation platforms. Continuous
optimization via action research will refine these strategies.

Future efforts should establish a “three-dimensional collaborative” mechanism: building life-oriented resource li-
braries, integrating intelligent technologies, and improving multidimensional evaluation systems. Researchers must
enhance empirical studies to track the long-term impacts of different assignment designs. School administrators
should incorporate innovative homework design into teacher evaluations to incentivize adoption. Looking to the
future, the design of oral English homework for junior high school students requires a “three-dimensional collabora-
tive” mechanism: establishing a life-oriented resource library in terms of content, integrating intelligent technologies
in terms of methodology, and improving the evaluation system in multiple dimensions. Researchers should enhance
empirical studies to track the impact of different operation patterns on language and cognitive development. School
administrators must improve the incentive mechanism and incorporate innovative homework design into teachers’
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evaluations. Only through the joint efforts of teachers, institutions, and researchers can we break away from the
traditional task model and cultivate communicators with global capabilities. We look forward to more teachers par-
ticipating in the exploration of the English oral teaching method with Chinese characteristics. Our goal is to return to
the communicative nature of language learning in junior high schools and lay a solid foundation for students’ lifelong
development.

Through the concerted efforts of teachers, institutions, and researchers, oral English assignments can evolve from
perfunctory tasks into dynamic tools that cultivate confident, competent communicators equipped for global engage-
ment. The ultimate goal is to return to the communicative essence of language learning, laying a solid foundation for
students’ lifelong development.
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