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  Abstract 
This paper explores the aesthetic differences and commonalities between two prom-
inent science fiction writers. An analysis of Cloud of Poems and Story of Your Life 
reveals the contrast between Cixin Liu’s grand narrative and Ted Chiang’s pro-
found portrayal of humanity. Cixin Liu, a representative of Chinese hard science 
fiction, constructs magnificent visions of the future with his ambitious cosmology 
and optimistic attitude toward technology. Meanwhile, Chinese-American writer 
Ted Chiang demonstrates the emotional depth of science fiction through his exquis-
ite narrative skills and deep exploration of human nature. In terms of aesthetic char-
acteristics, Cixin Liu’s works emphasize the fusion of scientific rationality and hu-
manistic care, while Chiang’s works tend to explore the ethical challenges posed 
by technology to individuals and society. In analyzing aesthetic functions, Cixin 
Liu’s Cloud of Poems inspires readers’ awe for the unknown with its magnificent 
poetics, while Chiang’s Story of Your Life triggers philosophical reflections on fate 
and free will through the protagonist’s omniscient perspective. From a cross-cul-
tural perspective, these two works not only bear the imprints of their respective 
cultures but also showcase different Eastern and Western understandings and ex-
pectations of technology and the future within the global science fiction context. 
Through in-depth text analysis, this paper uncovers the uniqueness of the two writ-
ers in their aesthetic pursuits and narrative strategies, as well as the commonalities 
and differences of science fiction in different cultural contexts, providing new per-
spectives for comparative studies of science fiction literature. 
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1. Introduction 

In globalized science fiction literature, Chinese writer Cixin Liu and Chinese-American writer Ted Chiang undoubt-
edly bring readers a unique aesthetic experience. Their works, with their profound ideological connotations, superb 
narrative skills, and rich imagination, have jointly promoted the development of science fiction literature, and at the 
same time presented different understandings and explorations of science and technology, human nature, and the 
universe under the cultures of the East and the West. Taking Cixin Liu’s Cloud of Poems and Ted Chiang’s Stories 
of Your Life as the research objects, this paper, through in-depth analysis of the two authors’ aesthetic characteristics, 
narrative strategies, and cross-cultural influences, aims to reveal the commonalities and differences of sci-fi works in 
different cultural contexts, as well as how they influence the readers’ perceptions of science and technology, the 
destiny of mankind, and the mysteries of the universe. 
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Cixin Liu, with his hard sci-fi aesthetics and optimistic attitude towards science, has constructed a series of grand 
narratives that show reverence and anticipation for the power of science and technology, such as the intersection of 
the “God of Technology” and human poetry in Cloud of Poems and the in-depth exploration of the sociology of the 
cosmos in The Three-Body Problem series. Ted Chiang, on the other hand, uses his delicate strokes and philosophical 
depth to explore the challenges of technology on individuals and ethics, such as the philosophical reflection on destiny 
and free will brought about by the omniscient perspective in Stories of Your Life. Their works are not only a combi-
nation of technology and art, but also a deep excavation of the inner world of human beings, and a warning of tech-
nological utopia and moral dilemmas for the future of mankind. 

In this paper, it is to first review the background the two authors as well as the features of their works, and explore 
how their respective aesthetic pursuits are reflected in their works; then, from the perspective of aesthetic character-
istics, it is to analyze the similarities and differences between Cloud of Poems and Stories of Your Life in terms of 
content, style, and theme, highlighting the unique perspectives of the two authors on the levels of scientific rationality 
and humanistic concern, exploration of the universe and individual destiny, etc.; and then, focusing on the aesthetic 
function, it is to interpret the symbolic significance of the two works by Then, focusing on the aesthetic function, the 
paper demonstrates the aesthetic value and educational function of science fiction by interpreting the symbolism, 
emotional resonance and philosophical revelation of the two works; the fourth part compares the stylistic differences 
between Chinese and Western science fiction literature from a cross-cultural perspective, as well as the commonali-
ties and conflicts of the works of the two authors in the context of globalization. 

This paper adopts the textual close reading method, combining postmodernism, cultural criticism, philosophy of 
science, and other related theories, to make an in-depth interpretation of the two novels, and to reveal the aesthetic 
differences and resonance of science fiction literature in different cultural contexts. Such a comparison can not only 
enhance the understanding of science fiction literature but also deepen the thinking about common human emotions 
and the impact of science and technology. This paper aims to provide valuable insights into science fiction creation 
and cross-cultural understanding. 

2. Author Background and Work Features 

Cixin Liu and Ted Chiang, two authors who occupy a place in the global science fiction literature, their works not 
only reflect their respective cultural imprints but also show the commonalities and differences of science fiction in 
different cultural contexts. Their unique aesthetic pursuits and narrative strategies constitute the distinctive styles of 
their works, adding diverse colors to science fiction literature. 

Cixin Liu, a science fiction writer born in Yangquan City, Shanxi Province, China, is deeply influenced by his 
background as an engineer, and his creations often fuse the technical beauty of science with the poetic imagination 
of humanism. In his works, scientific rationality and humanistic concern are intertwined to build a grand and mag-
nificent future world. For example, in Cloud of Poems, Cixin Liu skillfully integrates scientific and technological 
civilization with classical poetry, and shows his in-depth thinking on the relationship between science and technology 
and art through the pursuit of human poetry by the “God of Technology”. His romantic feelings and avant-garde 
thoughts have made his works rich in emotional and philosophical meanings within a scientific framework, building 
a unique science-fiction aesthetic. However, his characterization has sometimes been criticized as schematic to serve 
the grand narrative, as in the controversy mentioned, which to some extent reflects the relative thinness of character-
ization in Cixin Liu’s works (Wang Ying, 2014). 

In contrast, Ted Chiang grew up in a Chinese American background, and his works are heavily influenced by 
multiculturalism, focusing more on the exploration of the individual and the ethics of science and technology. 
Chiang’s works, such as Stories of Your Life, tend to depict the encounter between human beings and the unknown 
world, and the resulting reflections on destiny, free will, and existence, with fine narrative techniques and deep phil-
osophical reflections. Unlike Cixin Liu’s grand narratives, Chiang prefers to show the complexity of human emotions 
and the far-reaching impact of technology on the individual in the smallest details. His narrative style is fine and deep, 
which makes his works unique in terms of emotional resonance and philosophical implications. 

The features of the two writers are fully demonstrated in their works. Cixin Liu constructs magnificent future 
scenes based on science, emphasizing the balance between rationality and emotion, while Chiang focuses on human 
nature, revealing the deeper thinking of individuals through the lens of technology. Cixin Liu’s moral value system 
and the conflict between natural laws and moral laws, as well as his exploration of the cruelty of the universe and the 
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perseverance of human nature, give his works a transcendent aesthetic realm, while Chiang prompts readers to reex-
amine the significance of their existence through the delicate portrayal of extraterrestrial civilizations, reflecting his 
unique aesthetic pursuit (Wang Zhixia, 2023). 

The backgrounds of the two authors and the features of their works reflect the diversity of science fiction literature 
in the context of globalization, and their works are not only recognized in their respective cultures but also have a 
far-reaching impact on a global scale. The fusion of Cixin Liu’s hard sci-fi aesthetics with traditional Chinese culture 
and Chiang’s cross-cultural perspective and philosophical depth together promote the richness and depth of sci-fi 
literature and provide readers with diversified aesthetic experiences. 

3. Aesthetic Characterization 

In the works of Cixin Liu and Ted Chiang, aesthetic characterization is not only the embodiment of their styles but 
also the refraction of their worldviews and outlooks on life. This part analyzes the aesthetic features of Cloud of 
Poems and Stories of Your Life to reveal how the two writers explore the intersection of science, art, and humanity 
through their respective unique artistic techniques and perspectives. 

Cixin Liu’s Cloud of Poems demonstrates his unique science fiction aesthetics with its grandiose scientific imagi-
nation and poetic pursuit of humanity. The novel is both grandly structured and profoundly discursive (Cixin Liu, 
2022). In the novel, the god of technology is attracted by the classical poetry of human beings and tries to create a 
physical Cloud of Poems through scientific and technological means. This setting is full of strange beauty and aes-
thetic charm, reflecting Cixin Liu’s aesthetic of singularity. Cixin Liu’s aesthetic perspective is de-anthropocentric, 
expanding his vision to the universe, and constructing “large-scale” imagery, such as the portrayal of the universe in 
Cloud of Poems and the construction of the sociology of the universe in The Three-Body Problem series, which 
demonstrates his fusion of scientific rationality and humanistic concern, and builds the aesthetic foundation of his 
works (Lu Wei, 2019). 

In contrast, Ted Chiang’s Stories of Your Life demonstrates the emotional depth of science fiction through a deli-
cate narrative and a profound analysis of human nature. From a neural modification that eliminates the appeal of 
physical beauty, to an alien language that challenges the very perception of time and reality, Chiang’s rigorously 
imagined fantasias invite us to question the understanding of the universe and the place in it (Ted Chiang, 2020). In 
the novel, the communication between the linguist Louise and the alien creature “seven-limbed bucket” triggers 
philosophical reflection on fate, free will, and existence, and Chiang’s aesthetic perspective focuses on the individual, 
and through the interaction between technology and human emotions, he demonstrates the challenge of technology 
to the individual and morality and ethics, which reflects his aesthetic pursuit of philosophical reflection on the destiny 
of human beings and the mystery of the universe. 

Cloud of Poems contrasts sharply with Stories of Your Life in terms of aesthetic characteristics. Cixin Liu’s work 
emphasizes the novel’s equal importance of poetry and rationality with its magnificent picture of the future, the fusion 
of scientific rationality and humanistic concern, and the reverence for the power of science and technology. On the 
other hand, Ted Chiang’s works show the emotional depth of science fiction with his superb narrative skills and in-
depth analysis of human nature, emphasizing the exploration of individuality morality, and ethics, as well as reflecting 
on the impact of science and technology on individuals. This contrast reflects the difference in creation philosophy 
between the two authors, as well as their unique contributions to the field of science fiction literature. 

Both Cixin Liu’s and Ted Chiang’s works demonstrate the artistic charm of science fiction through the fusion of 
science and art. Cixin Liu’s pursuit of “transparency” is reflected in his depiction of transparent things in the universe 
and his pursuit of linguistic transparency, which gives his works an aesthetic experience beyond reality. Chiang’s 
works, on the other hand, have a profound philosophical connotation through the transparency of philosophical think-
ing, such as the use of the omniscient perspective in Stories of Your Life, which triggers readers’ in-depth inquiry 
into fate and free will. 

Although the aesthetic characteristics of the two writers are different, they both embody profound thinking about 
human destiny and the mysteries of the universe, as well as the exploration of the combination of science and tech-
nology with art. Cixin Liu’s aesthetic features emphasize the intersection of technology and poetry, while Chiang 
emphasizes the reflection on the impact of technology on the individual. Their works all transcend the boundaries of 
traditional science fiction literature, providing readers with rich aesthetic experiences and demonstrating the diversity 
and depth of science fiction literature. 
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4. Aesthetic Function Analysis 

Science fiction not only attracts readers with its fascinating storylines and visions of the future world but also provides 
rich thoughts and revelations on the aesthetic level. The works of Cixin Liu and Ted Chiang are particularly outstand-
ing in this regard, as they endow science fiction works with profound aesthetic functions through their unique narra-
tive strategies and insightful emotional expressions. This part focuses on the aesthetic functions of The Cloud of 
Poems and Stories of Your Life, and how they demonstrate the educational and inspirational value of science fiction 
through symbolism, emotional resonance, and philosophical revelation. 

In Cloud of Poems, the “God of Technology” tries to create a physical Cloud of Poems through scientific means, 
and this process itself is a kind of intersection of art and technology, mapping out the human pursuit of beauty and 
the desire for scientific and technological power. This paradoxical aesthetics triggers readers to think deeply about 
the relationship between science and technology and art through the symbolism of the Cloud of Poems, which chal-
lenges the traditional boundaries of art (Lin Bin, 2001). Cixin Liu’s perfect combination of scientific rationality and 
poetic imagination not only creates a magnificent future landscape but also empowers readers with the awe of the 
unknown and the desire for beauty. 

In contrast, Stories of Your Life reveals philosophical reflections on destiny and free will through Louise’s inter-
action with the Seven-Limbed Bucket, and Chiang utilizes the narrative technique of omniscience to allow readers to 
experience the cognitive shock of omniscience just as the protagonist does, thus triggering a profound reflection on 
the meaning of human existence. This narcissistic aesthetics prompts readers to re-examine their life course and 
position in the universe through the encounter between an individual and an extraterrestrial civilization, thus creating 
a strong emotional resonance (Lin Bin, 2001). 

Cixin Liu’s works emphasize the fusion of science and art in terms of aesthetic function, and through the inter-
weaving of the “god of technology” and human poetry, they inspire readers to be in awe of the unknown and the 
pursuit of beauty. The symbolic aesthetics of Cloud of Poems directly challenge the boundaries between reality and 
art, guiding readers to transcend traditional perceptions and explore the infinite possibilities of science, technology, 
and art. However, the visual and linguistic immediacy emphasized by Cixin Liu’s pursuit of transparency may, to a 
certain extent, limit the reader’s space for multiple interpretations of the text. 

Ted Chiang’s work, on the other hand, maximizes the aesthetic function through philosophical plot design. Stories 
of Your Life brings philosophical revelations through an omniscient perspective, allowing readers to emotionally 
empathize with the protagonist, while at the same time posing profound questions about the universe and individual 
life. Chiang’s aesthetic function is more embodied in the exploration of individual destinies, tapping into the depths 
of human nature through a technological perspective, allowing readers to undergo a baptism of the soul while reading. 

The works of the two authors are distinctive in their aesthetic functions. Cixin Liu’s works inspire readers’ imag-
ination of the unknown and perception of beauty through grand narratives and poetic expressions of science and 
technology, while Chiang’s works prompt readers to reflect deeply on themselves and the universe with his deep 
philosophical reflections and delicate depictions of emotions. Their works not only provide rich experiences in terms 
of aesthetics but also play an important educational role in terms of emotional resonance and philosophical revelation, 
providing a unique perspective for interpreting the aesthetic function of science fiction literature. 

5. Analysis of Cross-cultural Differences 

As a global literary phenomenon, science fiction literature not only reflects the qualities of respective cultures, but 
also demonstrates different cultures’ understanding of science and technology, human nature, and the future in com-
munication and collision. As the representative works of Cixin Liu and Ted Chiang, Cloud of Poems and Stories of 
Your Life reflect the aesthetic characteristics of Chinese and American science fiction respectively, and at the same 
time reveal the commonalities and differences of sci-fi works from a cross-cultural perspective. 

Cixin Liu’s works are deeply influenced by traditional Chinese culture, and his Cloud of Poems skillfully draws 
on the essence of ancient poems when building the fusion of science and technology and art, such as “God’s” obses-
sion with Li Bai’s poems, which demonstrates the introspection and subtlety of Chinese culture. This combination 
not only reflects Cixin Liu’s pursuit of science and poetry but also Chinese culture’s reverence for harmony and 
balance. Cixin Liu’s works often use “large-scale” imagery to show the magnificence of the universe, which echoes 
the embodiment of Chinese culture’s macroscopic view of the universe, such as the Taoist concept of “the elephant 
without form”. In contrast, Ted Chiang’s works incorporate the bicultural perspective of Chinese Americans, and he 
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focuses on the conflict between individuality and technological ethics, such as Louise’s exchange with the seven-
limbed pail in Stories of Your Life, which reflects Western culture’s emphasis on personal privacy and free will. 

In the pursuit of aesthetics, Cixin Liu’s works emphasize the integration of science and technology and humanities, 
such as the “God of Technology” in the pursuit of Cloud of Poems, reflecting the inclusiveness of Chinese science 
fiction. In Cixin Liu’s works, technology is regarded as a means to promote human progress, and this optimistic 
attitude reflects the positive expectation of the future in Chinese culture. Ted Chiang’s works, on the other hand, tend 
to explore the ethical dilemmas brought about by technology. For example, in Stories of Your Life, the omniscient 
perspective triggers philosophical reflections on destiny and free will, which reflects Western culture’s reflection on 
the ethical challenges that technology may bring about. 

In terms of narrative technique, Cixin Liu often adopts grand narratives to construct imaginative future worlds, 
such as the process of constructing “Cloud of Poems”, which reflects the importance of narrative and the pursuit of 
wholeness and coherence in Chinese culture. Ted Chiang, on the other hand, is known for his delicate depictions and 
in-depth psychological analyses, such as the psychological changes of Louise in Stories of Your Life, a narrative style 
that reflects Western literature’s in-depth excavation of the individual’s psyche and emotions. 

In a cross-cultural context, the works of both authors provide a new framework of understanding for global readers. 
Cixin Liu’s science fiction novels challenge the Western science fiction tradition by integrating Chinese culture and 
scientific imagination, opening up a new aesthetic world for international readers. Ted Chiang’s works, on the other 
hand, provide Western readers with new ways to understand and scrutinize their own cultures through the special 
perspective of Chinese-Americans, while also introducing Eastern philosophy and aesthetics into Western science 
fiction literature. 

Through the cross-cultural comparison between Cloud of Poems and Stories of Your Life, it is seen that the inter-
national nature of science fiction literature and how different cultural backgrounds influence the writers’ aesthetic 
pursuits and narrative strategies. The works of the two writers are not only influential in their respective cultural 
contexts but also resonate deeply across the globe. Cixin Liu’s works provide readers around the world with grand 
cosmic imaginings with his unique hard sci-fi aesthetics, while Ted Chiang guides readers to deep inner reflection 
with his philosophical depth and depiction of human nature. Their works have formed a unique aesthetic landscape 
in global science fiction literature, providing readers with diverse perspectives, as well as rich materials for cross-
cultural research on science fiction literature. 

The works of Cixin Liu and Ted Chiang demonstrate the commonality and difference of science fiction literature 
from a cross-cultural perspective. Their creations are unique in their aesthetic pursuits and narrative strategies but 
resonate with each other in exploring the intersection of science and technology and human nature. This cross-cultural 
dialog not only enriches the connotation of science fiction literature but also promotes understanding and communi-
cation between different cultures, providing a more diversified and profound science fiction experience for readers 
around the world. 

6. Conclusion 

As a cross-cultural and interdisciplinary form of literature, science fiction’s aesthetic characteristics and narrative 
strategies have shown diverse faces under the pens of writers from different cultural backgrounds. This paper takes 
Cixin Liu’s Cloud of Poems and Ted Chiang’s Stories of Your Life as the objects of paper and reveals the uniqueness 
of the two writers’ aesthetic pursuits and narrative techniques, as well as the commonalities and differences of sci-fi 
works in different cultural contexts through meticulous textual analysis. 

Cixin Liu’s hard sci-fi aesthetics, with his ambitious cosmology and optimistic attitude towards science and tech-
nology, builds up a magnificent picture of the future, such as the fusion of the “God of Technology” and “Cloud of 
Poems” in Cloud of Poems, which demonstrates the fusion of science and technology and art. His works emphasize 
the fusion of scientific rationality and humanistic concern, reflecting the harmony and balance of Chinese culture, as 
well as positive expectations for the future. Cixin Liu’s narrative style tends to favor grand narratives, constructing 
coherent and imaginative story worlds. 

In contrast, Ted Chiang’s works demonstrate the emotional depth of science fiction with his superb narrative skills 
and deep analysis of human nature. Stories of Your Life provokes philosophical reflections on destiny and free will 
through an omniscient perspective, reflecting the individualism of Western culture and reflections on the ethics of 
science and technology, while Chiang’s narrative style focuses on the emotional and psychological portrayal of the 
individual, guiding readers to reflect on individual destiny in depth through his delicate strokes. 
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The aesthetic pursuits and narrative strategies of the two authors are reflected in their works. Cixin Liu’s works 
aesthetically emphasize the combination of science and art and inspire readers to be in awe of the unknown and the 
pursuit of beauty through the symbolism of Cloud of Poems, while Chiang’s works prompt readers to conduct self-
scrutiny and deep reflection through philosophical plot design. The two works play an important educational role in 
emotional resonance and philosophical revelation respectively, providing a unique perspective for interpreting the 
aesthetic value of science fiction literature. 

In cross-cultural comparisons, Cixin Liu’s science fiction novels challenge the established traditions of Western 
science fiction with their unique hard science fiction aesthetics and the incorporation of Chinese culture, while Ted 
Chiang’s works provide Western readers with new ways to scrutinize their own cultures through the bicultural per-
spective of Chinese-Americans while introducing Eastern philosophy and aesthetics into Western science fiction. 
Such a dialog enriches the connotation of science fiction literature and promotes understanding and exchange between 
different cultures. 

The works of Cixin Liu and Ted Chiang are distinctive in the field of science fiction literature. Their works not 
only reflect their respective aesthetic pursuits and narrative strategies, but also demonstrate the different understand-
ings and expectations of the East and the West on science and technology, human nature, and the future in the global 
science fiction context. Their works provide new perspectives for the comparative paper of science fiction literature, 
as well as valuable insights into science fiction creation and cross-cultural understanding. 

Through in-depth paper, can not only deepen the understanding of science fiction literature but also promote the 
diversified development of science fiction literature and provide a rich source of inspiration for future literary creation. 
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