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  Abstract 

This paper analyzes the need for civil rights protection in maritime law enforcement 
from the background and current situation of maritime law enforcement. Firstly, 
maritime law enforcement is of great significance to the maintenance of national 
security and maritime rights and interests, and by combating illegal and criminal 
activities at sea, national interests and the legitimate rights and interests of citizens 
can be protected from infringement. Secondly, maritime law enforcement involves 
protecting the legitimate rights and interests of the general public, such as fishery 
resources and the marine environment. Safeguarding these rights and interests is a 
crucial aspect of maintaining social justice. Finally, by enhancing public awareness 
of the rule of law, citizens can be made more aware of the law, respect it, and be 
able to defend their rights in accordance with the law when their rights and interests 
are infringed upon. The current problems in the protection of citizens' rights in mar-
itime law enforcement in China are discussed, and corresponding countermeasures 
and suggestions are put forward. By improving laws and regulations, strengthening 
the construction of law enforcement teams, enhancing the transparency of law en-
forcement, and ensuring the participation and supervision of citizens, it will provide 
robust support for safeguarding the rights of citizens in China's maritime law en-
forcement, thereby fostering the sustainable development of China's maritime in-
dustry. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background and significance of maritime law enforcement 

Maritime law enforcement, as an administrative activity of the governmental departments, is carried out under the 

guidance of the relevant laws, and the basis and foundation of law enforcement are the laws and regulations and other 

"upper-level arrangements" (Wang Gang & Gao Qidong, 2021). First of all, from the perspective of globalization, 

with the continuous development of the world economy and trade, the ocean has become an important channel con-

necting countries. A large amount of goods and energy are transported through the ocean, which makes the sea trans-

portation line an important pillar of the global economy. However, this has also provided opportunities for illegal 

activities, such as smuggling, piracy, and illegal fishing, which have been repeated, bringing great security risks to 

international shipping. Therefore, maritime law enforcement has become a key means of maintaining the safety of 

international shipping and combating crimes at sea. Secondly, from the perspective of national security, the sea is the 

blue frontier of the country and an important part of the national territory. Maritime law enforcement agencies ensure 
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the protection of the country's maritime rights and interests by enforcing maritime laws and conducting maritime 

patrols. In addition, on issues involving territorial disputes, maritime law enforcement agencies can take effective 

measures to safeguard the country's maritime interests and national security. Once again, from the perspective of 

environmental protection, the oceans and seas are one of the most important ecosystems on the planet, playing a vital 

role in the global climate and ecological balance. However, human activities have caused serious damage to the 

marine environment, such as overfishing and marine pollution. Maritime law enforcement agencies have made im-

portant contributions to the protection of the marine environment and ecological balance through actions such as 

combating illegal fishing and protecting marine ecology. In short, maritime law enforcement is of great significance 

in maintaining the safety of international shipping and protecting national maritime rights and interests and the envi-

ronment. Through measures such as strengthening cooperation in maritime law enforcement and enhancing maritime 

law enforcement capacity, we can better address maritime challenges and problems and make positive contributions 

to the maintenance of global peace, stability and prosperity. 

1.2 The necessity of civil rights protection 

The protection of civil rights is an unshirkable obligation that should be undertaken by any country that honors de-

mocracy and the rule of law (Li Xiaoli, 2010). The protection of civil rights can stimulate people's enthusiasm and 

creativity, and promote the economic development and social progress of society. At the same time, the protection of 

civil rights also helps to maintain social stability and harmony, reduce social contradictions and conflicts, and provide 

a solid foundation for the long-term development of society. The protection of civil rights is a basic requirement for 

a state governed by the rule of law. The core of the rule of law state is the rule of law, respect and protection of civil 

rights is the basic requirement of the rule of law state. Only through the legal protection of civil rights can we ensure 

that the legitimate rights and interests of citizens are effectively protected and that social justice and the rule of law 

are maintained. The protection of civil rights is also an important reflection of the image of the country. A country 

that respects and protects the rights of its citizens will get more respect and support in the international arena, which 

also helps to improve the country's international image and status. In short, the protection of civil rights is of para-

mount importance. Only through the full protection of civil rights can we realize social fairness, justice, and stability, 

promote economic development and social progress, and at the same time lay a solid foundation for the construction 

of the rule of law and the enhancement of the country's international image. Therefore, we should continue to 

strengthen publicity and education on the protection of civil rights, raise citizens' awareness of their rights and of the 

law, and promote the common concern and participation of all sectors of society in the cause of civil rights protection. 

1.3 Purpose and significance of the study 

(1) Purpose of the study: the first is to improve the legal system. Through the study, the inadequacy of existing laws 

in the protection of civil rights in maritime law enforcement is found, and legislative proposals are put forward to 

improve the relevant laws and regulations, to ensure that maritime law enforcement behaviors have a legal basis and 

avoid legal gaps and ambiguous zones. The second is to regulate law enforcement behavior. It clarifies the duties and 

authorities of maritime law enforcement agencies, standardizes law enforcement procedures and behavior, guarantees 

the legality and compliance of the law enforcement process, and prevents abuse of power and improper law enforce-

ment. The third is to safeguard the rights and interests of citizens. Ensure that maritime law enforcement activities 

are carried out on the premise of respecting and safeguarding the rights and interests of citizens, safeguard the legit-

imate rights and interests of citizens, and avoid unnecessary losses and injuries caused by law enforcement activities. 

(2) Significance of the study: the protection of the rights of citizens in maritime law enforcement is an important part 

of the construction of a society based on the rule of law, which helps to promote the rule of law in a comprehensive 

manner and build a socialist country based on the rule of law. Strengthening the protection of civil rights in maritime 

law enforcement can help safeguard national maritime rights and interests, guarantee the implementation of national 

maritime strategy, and promote the healthy development of the maritime economy. The protection of civil rights in 

accordance with the law helps to reduce law enforcement disputes, maintain social stability and harmony, and build 

a good social order. The protection of civil rights in maritime law enforcement is a concrete embodiment of human 

rights protection, which helps to enhance China's status and discourse in the international human rights field. Through 

the protection of the marine ecological environment and the preservation of marine biodiversity, it promotes the 

construction of an ecological civilization and the realization of sustainable development. 
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2. Status and problems of civil rights protection in maritime law enforcement 

2.1 Current status of civil rights protection in maritime law enforcement 

Based on the openness of the marine environment, the overlap of maritime jurisdiction and the differences in maritime 

rights and interests claimed, any maritime law enforcement force may encounter emergencies at sea, and the law 

enforcement risks faced are more complex (Xiang Yanzhong & Lv Chen, 2023). The current situation of maritime 

law enforcement civil rights protection refers to an act of protecting the legitimate rights and interests of citizens 

within the scope of China's maritime territory. With the continuous development of China's maritime industry, the 

protection of civil rights by maritime law enforcement is increasingly receiving widespread attention. At present, 

China has established a set of relatively perfect maritime law enforcement systems, including the marine police, 

maritime, marine fisheries, and other departments, these departments in their respective areas of responsibility for 

the protection of the rights and interests of citizens in maritime law enforcement. The maritime law enforcement 

departments have safeguarded the legitimate rights and interests of citizens by strengthening law enforcement efforts 

and cracking down on various types of illegal behavior. For example, the relevant departments will crack down on 

illegal fishing and smuggling at sea in order to maintain normal order at sea. In addition, maritime law enforcement 

agencies investigate and handle maritime traffic accidents to ensure that responsibility for the accidents is determined 

in a fair and equitable manner and that the legitimate rights and interests of the parties involved are safeguarded. 

2.2 Problems in the protection of civil rights in maritime law enforcement 

(1) Incomplete laws and regulations: maritime law enforcement involves a number of fields, including marine envi-

ronmental protection, fishery resource management, maritime traffic safety, etc. However, the current legal and reg-

ulatory system in China is not yet perfect, and there are still legal gaps or unclear provisions in some fields, which 

makes it difficult to comprehensively protect the rights of citizens in the process of law enforcement. 

(2) Decentralized law enforcement forces: maritime law enforcement involves a number of departments, such as 

marine police, maritime affairs, fisheries management, etc., and there may be unclear responsibilities and insufficient 

coordination among these departments in the process of law enforcement, resulting in inefficient law enforcement 

and inadequate protection of citizens' rights. 

(3) Outdated law enforcement means and equipment: maritime law enforcement requires advanced equipment and 

technical support, but some of China's current law enforcement departments still have deficiencies in equipment and 

technology, which makes it difficult to adapt to the complex and changing maritime law enforcement environment 

and affects the protection of citizens' rights. 

(4) Citizen legal awareness is not strong: maritime practitioners and ordinary citizens do not know enough about 

maritime laws and regulations, legal awareness is weak, do not know how to safeguard their legitimate rights and 

interests, which to a certain extent increases the difficulty of law enforcement and protection. 

(5) Insufficient law enforcement supervision: water law enforcement supervision and inspection efforts are not 

enough, and strict enforcement of the law is difficult, this is the grassroots water law enforcement is a common 

problem. The lack of an effective supervision mechanism in the process of maritime law enforcement may lead to 

abuses and unfairness in law enforcement, which may damage the legitimate rights and interests of citizens. 

(6) Insufficient international cooperation and coordination: maritime law enforcement often involves multiple coun-

tries and requires international cooperation and coordination, but China still has deficiencies in this area, which af-

fects the effectiveness of the protection of citizens' rights and interests in maritime law enforcement. 

3. Countermeasures and recommendations for the protection of civil rights in maritime law en-

forcement 

3.1 Improving the legal and regulatory system for maritime law enforcement 

Firstly, a comprehensive law should be formulated, a comprehensive law covering all aspects of maritime law en-

forcement should be formulated, such as the Maritime Law Enforcement Law, in order to clarify the legal status of 

maritime law enforcement, law enforcement agencies and procedures, and the protection of civil rights. Secondly, 

the law enforcement agencies and responsibilities should be clarified, and the responsibilities and authority of each 

maritime law enforcement agency should be clarified in the law to avoid cross responsibilities and law enforcement 
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gaps and to improve the efficiency of law enforcement. Thirdly, the legal relief mechanism should be perfected, and 

the means of relief for citizens' rights when they are infringed upon should be established and perfected, such as 

administrative reconsideration and administrative litigation, so as to ensure that the legitimate rights and interests of 

the citizens are protected in a timely and effective manner. Finally, regular evaluation and revision should be carried 

out, and maritime law enforcement laws and regulations should be evaluated on a regular basis, and necessary revi-

sions and updates should be made in accordance with the actual situation and law enforcement needs, in order to 

maintain the timeliness and adaptability of the laws. 

3.2 Strengthening the construction of maritime law enforcement teams 

Firstly, in terms of organizational structure, through the integration of the State Oceanic Administration and its sub-

ordinate China Marine Surveillance, the Ministry of Public Security Border Marine Police, the Ministry of Agricul-

ture China Fisheries Administration, the General Administration of Customs Maritime Anti-smuggling Police and 

other departments of the responsibilities and teams, optimized the configuration of maritime law enforcement forces 

and improved the unity and coordination of maritime law enforcement (Jia, Guoyi, 2008). Secondly, in terms of 

personnel quality, the overall quality of the law enforcement team has been improved by strengthening the training 

and learning of knowledge of laws and regulations and publicity and education. At the same time, through the imple-

mentation of the administrative law enforcement personnel licensing and qualification management system, to ensure 

that law enforcement personnel have the necessary professional knowledge and law enforcement capabilities. 

3.3 Enhancing the transparency and openness of maritime law enforcement 

Improving the transparency and openness of maritime law enforcement is of great significance, as it can promote the 

impartiality, fairness, and openness of maritime law enforcement and enhance public trust in and support for maritime 

law enforcement. Citizens have the right to be informed of the situation and progress of maritime law enforcement 

and to supervise maritime law enforcement. By publicizing information and data on maritime law enforcement, citi-

zens can be made more aware of the situation of maritime law enforcement and their trust in maritime law enforce-

ment can be enhanced. At the same time, publicizing information and data on maritime law enforcement also allows 

the public to supervise maritime law enforcement, identify and correct problems and deficiencies in maritime law 

enforcement in a timely manner, and enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of maritime law enforcement. 

3.4 Guaranteeing the right of citizens to participate in and supervise law enforcement at sea 

Any administrative law enforcement needs to be constrained and supervised, otherwise it will lead to the emergence 

of corruption (Dong Chuanju & Jia Yingying, 2022). At present, China's fishery law enforcement supervision, not 

only lacks a specialized fishery law enforcement supervision system but also the supervision system is also unrea-

sonable, resulting in the inability to truly achieve the purpose of supervision (Wang Lei, 2019). Citizens can put 

forward their opinions and suggestions on maritime law enforcement work through various ways, such as the news 

media, the network, etc. In addition, citizens can also supervise the problems in law enforcement work through com-

plaints and reports. The implementation of such supervisory rights can help prevent law enforcement abuse and pro-

tect the rights and interests of citizens. 

3.5 Establishment of a sound relief mechanism for the protection of citizens' rights in maritime law en-

forcement 

The establishment of a sound relief mechanism for the protection of the rights of citizens in maritime law enforcement, 

the state should establish a perfect relief mechanism, including administrative reconsideration, administrative litiga-

tion, state compensation, and other channels, to provide timely and effective relief for citizens who have been violated 

by maritime law enforcement. The supervision and management of the relief mechanism should be strengthened to 

ensure the effective operation of the relief mechanism. With the rapid development of information technology, the 

influence of new media in society is increasing. It has become an important channel for the public to obtain infor-

mation, express their views, and exercise their right to supervise (Li, Yujun, 2024). Encouragement of social super-

vision and media exposure, social supervision and media exposure is an important means of safeguarding the rights 

of citizens, the community should be encouraged to supervise the enforcement of maritime law, find problems, and 

report them to the relevant departments in a timely manner. 
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4. Conclusion 

Civil rights protection is the cornerstone of maritime law enforcement, and the legality, fairness, and transparency of 

maritime law enforcement are the basis for safeguarding civil rights. The protection of citizens' rights in maritime 

law enforcement is a systematic project, which requires comprehensive measures at multiple levels, such as law, 

policy and practice. The legitimate rights and interests of citizens in maritime law enforcement can be effectively 

safeguarded through measures such as strengthening the construction of law enforcement teams, improving laws and 

regulations, enhancing the transparency of law enforcement, strengthening citizen participation and supervision, uti-

lizing scientific and technological means to improve law enforcement efficiency, and strengthening international 

cooperation and exchanges. 
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