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Abstract

In contemporary intellectual education, traditional handicrafts play an important
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role and provide a rich learning resource for students. However, with the continu-
ous progress of science and technology and the rapid development of globaliza-
tion, traditional handicrafts are facing a series of challenges. This article aims to
explore the role and challenges of traditional craftsmanship in contemporary intel-
lectual education, using China's Kesi as a case study for in-depth analysis. By re-

Published: March 18, 2024 examining the value and significance of traditional craftsmanship, we can better
understand its importance in shaping personal character, transmitting cultural val-
ues, and promoting sustainable development. However, traditional craftsmanship
is facing a series of challenges in the face of modernization and market competi-
tion. How to better inherit and develop traditional craftsmanship in contemporary
intellectual education is a problem that requires our collective thinking and reso-
lution. Through in-depth research on China's Kesi as a specific case, we can pro-
vide valuable references and inspiration for the development of traditional crafts-
manship. By promoting the essence of traditional craftsmanship and integrating
modern innovation, we can inject new vitality and meaning into contemporary in-
tellectual education, allowing traditional craftsmanship to continue to flourish in
modern society.
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1. Introduction

Kesi, as a traditional handicraft, represents a treasure of Chinese culture that has existed for thousands of years. Its beau-
tiful patterns and exquisite craftsmanship have attracted the attention of many people, and it plays an important role in
contemporary ideological education. However, with the advancement of technology and the changes of the times, tradi-
tional handicrafts face many challenges. This article will explore the role of Kesi in contemporary ideological education
and the challenges it faces. Firstly, as a national intangible cultural heritage, Kesi carries extraordinary significance.
Through the study and inheritance of Kesi, people can better understand the history and culture of China. The patterns
and techniques of Kesi contain rich symbolic meaning, which can stimulate people's sensitivity and appreciation of beauty.
In contemporary ideological education, the research and inheritance of Kesi contribute to the cultivation of students'
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aesthetic abilities and artistic accomplishments, enabling them to better appreciate and understand the value of traditional
culture. However, despite the significant role of Kesi in contemporary ideological education, it also faces challenges.
Firstly, the rapid development of modern technology has brought various new forms of art presentation, such as digital
art and virtual reality art. These emerging art forms attract the interest of the younger generation, reducing their attention
to traditional handicrafts. As a craft that requires patience and skills, Kesi may struggle to compete with modern techno-
logical art. Furthermore, people’s lifestyles and perspectives are constantly changing, posing new challenges to traditional
handicrafts. The fast-paced and consumer-oriented nature of modern society has led many people to lose interest in tra-
ditional handicrafts. Traditional handicrafts require time and patience for learning and practice. Still, the fast-paced life-
style often leaves people unable to invest enough time and energy into learning and inheriting traditional handicrafts.
However, in the face of these challenges, we should not give up our attention and research on Kesi. The beauty and
unigqueness of Kesi are irreplaceable, representing our history and culture. In contemporary ideological education, we can
pass on and promote the essence of Kesi through innovative approaches. For example, by combining modern technology
with traditional handicrafts, we can develop new forms of Kesi art and promote them to the public through various chan-
nels. We can also integrate Kesi research into school curricula to allow more students to understand and experience the
charm of Kesi. Through innovation and education, we can raise more awareness of the beauty and value of Kesi, bringing
traditional handicrafts into modern society and contributing to the future transmission of culture (Wang Lifeng, Lei Shijie,
& Xu Yangui, 2023).

2. Exploring the role of traditional handicrafts in contemporary intellectual education

2.1 Enhancing students' creativity and imagination

Traditional handicrafts are an important part of human civilization, not only for their artistic value but also for their
profound cultural significance. In today's society, traditional culture is gradually forgotten due to the development of
technology and social change. However, traditional handicrafts can still bring valuable experience and inspiration, such
as enhancing students' creativity and imagination. Firstly, learning traditional handicrafts can help students develop inno-
vative thinking skills. Handicrafts require constant improvement and innovation, and this spirit of exploration is exactly
what modern people need. Therefore, learning traditional handicrafts can teach students how to look at problems from
different perspectives and find new solutions. Handicrafts also teach people how to turn ideas into action, which helps to
stimulate students' creativity and imagination. Secondly, traditional handicrafts can promote students' emotional expe-
riences. Handicrafts are a very sensory activity, and they can express inner feelings through manual movements. In this
kind of process, students can better understand their own emaotions and feelings, thus gaining a deeper understanding of
themselves and the needs of others. Moreover, handicrafts can also enable students to feel the beauty of life, thus giving
them more insights and reflections on life. Finally, traditional handicrafts can also be a way for students to socialize and
communicate. Handicrafts are a process of teamwork, and students can cooperate, and share experiences, and knowledge
while completing a work together. Such a process can not only enhance their confidence and self-esteem but also build
good interpersonal relationships.

2.2 Developing patience and teamwork in students

Traditional handicrafts require patience and meticulousness, not only testing people's technical skills but also their focus
and perseverance. In today's fast-paced life, students often lack this patience and meticulousness, which is why traditional
handicrafts can be a good way to train their thinking. Through the process of learning handicrafts, students can gradually
learn how to control their emotions, maintain a calm mindset, and better cope with various pressures and difficulties in
life. In addition, traditional handicrafts also emphasize the importance of teamwork. Whether it is to create an art piece
or complete a task, multiple people need to work together to achieve success. In this process, students can improve their
understanding of each other through mutual communication and sharing of experiences, while also developing commu-
nication skills and leadership. These skills are of great importance for future work and life.

2.3 Helping students understand and respect differences between cultures

Traditional handicrafts are an important part of human civilization. They not only represent the excellent traditional cul-
ture of the Chinese nation but also reflect people's way of life and social customs. With the changes and development of
the times, traditional handicrafts are constantly evolving and developing, absorbing new elements and technologies, and
presenting a more colorful image. Therefore, introducing traditional handicrafts into contemporary ideological education
can provide students with a new learning experience and help them better understand and respect different cultural
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backgrounds. Firstly, traditional handicrafts have unique artistic value and aesthetic significance. The exquisite artistic
works often resonate with people and provoke thoughts about beauty. Through the study and practice of traditional hand-
icrafts, students can to some extent improve their aesthetic literacy and creativity, while enhancing their self-confidence
and independence. In addition, traditional handicrafts can cultivate students’ sense of responsibility and patience, teaching
them how to treat every detail seriously and persistently pursue excellence. Secondly, traditional handicrafts can promote
cross-cultural communication and mutual understanding. In today's diverse society, there are various cultural backgrounds
and values among different countries, which may lead to misunderstandings and conflicts. However, through learning
and appreciating works of traditional handicrafts, students can understand the cultural characteristics and historical origins
of other countries, thereby deepening their understanding and knowledge of Chinese traditional culture and establishing
a foundation for further communication and cooperation. Finally, traditional handicrafts can also inspire students' inno-
vation and creativity. Handicrafts are a very free form, allowing students to create unique works based on their imagina-
tion and creativity. This process often brings a great sense of achievement and satisfaction. It helps to encourage students
to try new things and constantly explore unknown areas, thereby achieving self-development and growth goals.

3. Analyzing the challenges faced by traditional handicrafts in contemporary society
3.1 Lack of economic support

With the development of society and the improvement of people's living standards, traditional handicrafts have gradually
lost their original economic value. Because handmade crafts require a lot of time and energy to produce, while modern
industrial production methods are more efficient and convenient, the price of handmade crafts is often not comparable to
industrial products. In addition, the quality of handmade crafts is difficult to guarantee, because the manufacturing process
of handmade crafts is very complex, and even a slight error can lead to the failure of the entire work. These factors make
handmade crafts a luxury item that only a few people can afford. However, this situation is not common to all handmade
crafts. Some traditional handicrafts with uniqueness and historical significance are still widely sought after and valued.
For example, Chinese embroidery, brocade weaving, paper cutting, and so on are all very famous traditional handicrafts.
Although their prices are relatively high, they are still loved by many people. This is because these handmade crafts not
only have unique artistic charm but also carry profound historical and cultural connotations. For traditional cultural hand-
icrafts, the most important thing is to maintain their original artistic value. In this process, we should not pursue commer-
cial interests excessively, but pay attention to inheriting and developing the value of handmade skills themselves. At the
same time, the government and all sectors of society should also increase support for traditional cultural handicrafts,
provide them with a better living environment and market space, and let more people understand and appreciate their
craftsmanship essence.

3.2 Lack of interest from the younger generation

With the development of society, traditional handicrafts are gradually being replaced by modern technology. This trend
seems to be increasingly apparent among young people. They are more inclined to use electronic products rather than
handmade crafts, which has caused traditional handicrafts to lose a significant portion of their audience. Furthermore, due
to the advancement and widespread availability of modern technology, many young people believe that they already
possess enough skills and do not need to learn traditional crafts. As a result, their attitude towards traditional crafts has
become indifferent, if not apathetic. However, it should not be overlooked that traditional handicrafts are not just an art
form but also a means of cultural inheritance. Through handicrafts, one can better understand traditional culture and use
it as a basis for contemplating future development directions. Additionally, handicrafts can cultivate various abilities such
as patience, focus, and creativity in individuals. These advantages contribute not only to personal growth but also to
positive influences on society as a whole. Therefore, to protect and develop traditional handicrafts, certain measures need
to be taken. Firstly, the government should increase promotion efforts to raise awareness of the importance and value of
handicrafts (Xu Jia, 2022).

3.3 Slow update of technology

As technology advances, people are relying more and more on machines and automated devices to complete various work
tasks. However, this approach is not suitable for traditional handicrafts. Due to the extensive labor input and fine work-
manship required for handicrafts, it is difficult to mechanize. Nevertheless, this situation is inevitable. The rapid devel-
opment of modern society has also led to increasing demands for efficiency. In this case, traditional handicrafts have lost
their original advantages and have gradually been forgotten by people. At the same time, some new technologies are
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constantly emerging, such as 3D printing technology, which can quickly and efficiently produce high-quality products,
thereby replacing traditional handicrafts. In order to address this issue, measures must be taken to promote the inheritance
and development of traditional handicrafts. Firstly, the government should increase support for traditional culture,
strengthen the formulation and implementation of relevant policies, and provide a better environment for the development
of handicrafts. Secondly, enterprises can innovate and design products, improve product-added value, and attract con-
sumer purchase desire. Finally, individuals can also grasp relevant skills and knowledge through learning and practice,
bring traditional handicrafts into daily life, and prevent them from becoming outdated.

4. Exploring solutions to the challenges faced by traditional handicrafts
4.1 Using information technology as a vehicle to promote and publicize traditional handicrafts

How to better inherit and develop these traditional cultures has become an important issue in today's society. Using in-
formation technology as a means to promote and publicize traditional handicrafts is an effective way to solve this problem.
Firstly, by establishing online and offline traditional handicraft exchange communities through Internet platforms, more
people can understand and participate in the development of traditional handicrafts. In this process, the power of social
media can be leveraged to disseminate information about traditional handicrafts to more people. At the same time, various
forms of traditional handicraft exhibitions can be held to show the artistic value and cultural connotation of traditional
handicrafts to the public. This can not only increase people's understanding of traditional handicrafts but also attract more
young people to join this field. Secondly, traditional handicrafts can be recorded and saved through digitization technol-
ogy. For example, VR virtual reality technology can be used to immerse people in the process of making traditional
handicrafts. AR augmented reality technology can be used to integrate traditional handicrafts into modern life and increase
the fun of people's lives. In addition, big data analysis technology can be used to explore the historical origins and cultural
heritage of traditional handicrafts, thus better protecting and inheriting these precious cultural heritages. Finally, govern-
ment support should be strengthened by formulating relevant policies and measures to encourage civil organizations and
all sectors of society to actively participate in the development of traditional handicrafts. Only by working together can
traditional handicrafts truly flourish and develop (Qian Yinfan, 2022).

4.2 Seeking Craft Conversion in Innovation

Firstly, one can explore and research traditional craftsmanship in depth to discover its potential value and application
areas. For instance, the ancient and mysterious art of Koufusi can be applied in fields such as fashion design and home
decor, enhancing its commercial value and social influence. Additionally, traditional craftsmanship can be combined with
emerging industries like digitalization and artificial intelligence to create completely new products and services. Secondly,
leveraging new technological means can improve the quality and efficiency of craftsmanship. For example, utilizing 3D
printing technology allows for the rapid manufacturing of intricate handmade products, reducing labor time and costs
(Xenophon Z, 2022). Moreover, intelligent production lines can ensure product quality and consistency. Furthermore, the
internet provides new platforms for showcasing and promoting traditional crafts, enabling more people to appreciate the
artistic charm of handmade products. Lastly, it is important to strengthen the preservation and inheritance of traditional
culture so that more individuals recognize the significance and value of craftsmanship. This can be achieved through
various means such as exhibitions, lectures, and training courses. It is also crucial to foster a new generation of artisans
who can carry on and enhance the spirit and essence of traditional craftsmanship, ensuring its continuous development
and growth (Qian Yinfan, 2022).

4.3 Providing the necessary economic support

In today's society, traditional craftsmanship faces numerous challenges. One of them is the lack of sufficient economic
support. Due to the relatively low prices of handmade products and limited market demand, it is difficult to generate
enough profit to sustain production and operations. Additionally, some craftsmanship requires a lengthy production pro-
cess, resulting in higher costs. These factors have led to a decline in the handicraft market and a decrease in artisans'
income. To address this issue, it requires joint efforts from the government and society. Firstly, the government should
implement relevant policies to provide strong support for the development of the handicraft industry. For example, dedi-
cated support funds or tax incentives can be established to encourage people to participate in the development of the
handicraft industry. Secondly, society as a whole can help artisans increase their visibility and influence through various
means, thus boosting product sales and attracting more consumers (Arina B, 2022). At the same time, artisans themselves
should actively seek new business models and development directions. For instance, they can market and promote their
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products through online platforms, utilizing the advantages of the internet to expand the product's sales reach. They can
also explore collaborations with other industries, integrating handmade products into various fields such as design and
fashion. This approach not only broadens the application scenarios of handmade products but also enhances their value
and attractiveness (Liu Qianggiang, 2021).

5. Conclusion

In contemporary education, traditional handicrafts play a unique role and face unique challenges. As carriers of cultural
heritage, traditional handicrafts have rich historical and cultural connotations, and are the living fossils of cultural tradi-
tions, showcasing the wisdom and skills of the past. By learning and practicing traditional handicrafts, people can deeply
understand and experience the characteristics of different cultures, enhance their sense of identity and respect for tradi-
tional culture. However, facing the impact of modernization and the changing market demand, traditional handicrafts
have also encountered a series of challenges. One of the challenges is the pursuit of practicality and efficiency by modern
society, which has led to a decrease in people's recognition of traditional handicrafts. Many young people tend to choose
modern convenience and fast-moving consumer goods, putting traditional handicrafts at risk of discontinuity or even
extinction. To solve these problems, the government, educational institutions, society, and handicraft makers need to work
together.
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