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Abstract

Huangmei Opera is a traditional local opera originating from Huangmei County,
Hubei Province, China, known for its rich history and distinctive artistic style. It
originated in the Ming Dynasty when Huangmei County was an economically pros-
perous place, attracting many opera artists to live there. Based on local folk art, they
incorporated elements from Nanxi Opera and Yuan Opera, gradually developing a

Published: December 25, 2023 unique art form known as Huangmei Opera. During the Qing Dynasty, Huangmei

Opera experienced significant development and prosperity. At the beginning of the
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Woosong  University, Daejeon, South performance techniques, leading to a series of reforms and innovations. Entering
Korea. the 21st century, Huangmei Opera is encountering new challenges and opportuni-

ties. Huangmei Opera, with its long history, has become an integral part of the Chi-
nese opera tradition after undergoing several periods of development and evolution.
It plays an important role in preserving and innovating traditional culture, repre-
senting the treasure of opera art and the national culture of Hubei.
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Huangmei Opera is a local opera in Huangmei County, Hubei Province, China, with a long history and unique
artistic style. It originated in the Ming Dynasty, and after the development and prosperity of the Qing Dynasty, as
well as modern reform and innovation, it has gradually become an important part of the treasure house of Chinese
opera. Due to its relatively long history, many opera lovers do not understand its growth process. Therefore, this
study proposes a brief description of the development history of Huangmei Opera, so that more opera artists and
opera lovers can pass on the excellent Huangmei Opera.

1. Interpretation of the current situation

After reviewing previous literature, the author sorted out the connection between Huangmei Opera, region, devel-
opment and inheritance (as shown in Table 1). It can be seen that the repertoire of Huangmei Opera has gradually
become richer and more diverse, the performance forms have become more standardized, and opera performance
skills and singing have also been improved and developed (Zhang Zundao, 2018). The area also expanded from
Huangmei County, Hubei Province to other cities in Hubei Province (Zhang Caiyun, 2013). According to reports on
the future development of Huangmei Opera, it must be integrated and innovated before being passed on (Chen
Changwen & Shen Xia, 2022; Shao Min, 2013; Zhang Caiyun, 2013). Therefore, it is very necessary for this study
to briefly describe the development history of Huangmei Opera.
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Table 1. Previous research on Huangmei Opera

References Re§ carch Research question Main conclusion Theo?etlcal per- | Research
object spective method
The Origin, Rise and Hey- | Huangmei Opera has an im- From the Pe'r spec .
. N . tive of Traditional | Literature
.| day of Traditional | portant position in the history X .
Zhang Huangmei . . Opera Culture Re- | review, his-
Huangmei Opera, and the | of Chinese opera development .
Zundao,2018 Opera . . . search, Art Devel- | torical anal-
Importance of National In- | and is facing the challenge of .
. . N opment and Inher- | ysis
tangible Cultural Heritage | modernization .
itance
The challenges faced by There are deﬁmenmes "™ | From the Perspec- .
. . Huangmei Opera in the process | . . Literature
Chen . | Huangmei Opera in the . tive of Traditional .
Huangmei . .. of reform and transformation, review, the-
Changwen, evolution of traditional . Culture  Transfor- .
. Opera and it is necessary to focus on . oretical
Shen Xia,2021 culture and modern trans- T . mation and Innova- .
. discipline research and innova- | .. analysis
formation . tion
tion
The origin, development | Huangmei Opera originated in .
: . . . . Literature
. . | and dissemination of | Huangmei County, Hubei, and | The Perspective of X .
Zhang Cai- | Huangmei . . . review, his-
Huangmei Opera, the in- | the cooperation between actors | Art Development .
yun,2013 Opera - . . torical anal-
teraction and cooperation | has promoted the development | and Inheritance sis
among actors of Huangmei Opera M
L Huangmei ra fi h .
The Communication Chal- uangmei Opera aces the From the Perspec- | Literature
. . challenges and opportunities of | .. . X
. Huangmei | lenge and Opportunity of .. . . tive of Communica- | review, the-
Shao Min,2013 . . communicating diversity, and | . . .
Opera Huangmei Opera in the In- tion Studies and | oretical
. needs to adapt to new commu- . .
formation Age S Cultural Media analysis
nication methods
Th Itural  fusion f | From the Per - | Literatur
Chen .| The Influence of the Cul- ¢ o tura usio N 1o the Perspec te. ature
Huangmei . . | Huangmei Opera promotes the | tive of Cultural In- | review, the-
Changwen, tural Fusion of Huangmei . . . . . .
. Opera transformation and inheritance | tegration and Artis- | oretical
Shen Xia;2022 Opera on the Art Form . .
of art forms tic Development analysis

2. History of Huangmei Opera
2.1 The origin of Huangmei Opera

Huangmei Opera is a local opera drama in Huangmei County, Hubei Province, China, and its origin can be traced
back to the Ming Dynasty. Huangmei County is located in the central part of Hubei Province, between the Jianghan
Plain and the middle reaches of the Yangtze River. The types of opera have close contact and influence, attracting
many opera artists to live here. Actors and entertainers of these operas often perform in Huangmei County, communi-
cate and learn with local artists. Artists often perform according to local folk folk art, and absorb elements of Southern
opera and Yuan opera, and gradually forming a unique opera form, thus laying the foundation for the formation and
development of Huangmei Opera.

Huangmei Opera was first performed in a local folk way, and actors performed in temple fairs in local villages and
towns, folk weddings and funerals and other occasions. They mainly sing and speak, with simple dance movements
and gestures, telling stories and conveying emotions (Shao Min, 2013). The early Huangmei dramas were mostly
based on local customs, historical legends and fairy tales, and these stories were conveyed to the audience through
singing and performance.

2.2 The early development of Huangmei Opera (Ming Dynasty)

In the Ming Dynasty, Huangmei Opera still developed around Hubei as the center, and gradually formed the style
of operas represented by Huangmei and Qizhou (now Qichun County, Huanggang City, Hubei Province), gradually
expanded the scope of performances, and began to be performed in other counties in Hubei. City touring
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performances, which makes the influence of Huangmei Opera continue to expand (Zhang Caiyun, 2013). After a
certain development and evolution, it gradually formed its unique artistic style and performance form, and became
one of the most popular local operas.

In terms of performance form, Huangmei Opera takes the one-man show as the main form, that is, one actor plays
all the roles alone, and presents the plot through singing and action performances. With the passage of time, the form
of multi-person co-performance gradually emerged, making the performance of the repertoire richer and more diverse.

In terms of script content, the script content of Huangmei Opera covers a wide range of subjects, including histor-
ical biographies, folklore, and opera adaptations. Among them, historical biographical drama is an important part of
Huangmei Opera. Through the interpretation of historical figures and events, it reflects the social and historical style
at that time. In addition, Huangmei Opera also depicts folk stories and folk life, focusing on shaping characters and
showing emotions (Shao Min, 2013).

In terms of music and singing, the music and singing of Huangmei Opera are unique. In the Ming Dynasty,
Huangmei Opera was based on the Hubei dialect and integrated the characteristics of local folk music, forming a
unique singing style of Huangmei Opera. The singing tone of Huangmei Opera is soft, mellow and charming, ex-
pressing rich emotions and giving people a strong artistic enjoyment.

In terms of role-playing, the role-playing in Huangmei Opera in the Ming Dynasty was diversified, covering char-
acters from all social classes. The actors shape the image and emotion of the characters through their superb acting
skills and melodious singing, making the characters more vivid and three-dimensional.

During this period, Huangmei Opera focused on local inheritance and performance. Since there was no unified
standard and organization, actors mainly passed on their skills through oral teaching. Through their own creation and
interpretation, they have gradually formed a unique singing and performance style of Huangmei Opera. Generally
speaking, the Ming Dynasty was an important period for the development of Huangmei Opera. From a simple one-
man show to a multi-player form, the script content and performance forms gradually became rich and diverse. The
development of Huangmei Opera in the Ming Dynasty laid a solid foundation for the subsequent art of Huangmei
Opera, and also made positive contributions to the development of traditional Chinese opera.

2.3 The development of Huangmei Opera in the Qing Dynasty

In the Qing Dynasty, the scope of influence of Huangmei Opera gradually expanded to Hunan, Jiangxi, Anhui and
other regions. Especially the Hunan area has become one of the important inheritance places of Huangmei Opera.
Hunan Huangmei Opera has gradually formed a unique style in artistic performance and script creation, and has made
important contributions to the development of Huangmei Opera.

In terms of scripts and themes, the themes of Huangmei Opera's scripts are richer and more diverse, including not
only historical biographies and folk tales, but also myths and legends, literati gatherings, court struggles and other
themes. The content of the script is more extensive, presenting the diversity and changes of Qing Dynasty society
(Zhang Zundao, 2018).

In terms of performance style, more attention is paid to the interpretation and expression of singing. The singing
style of Huangmei Opera is still based on the Hubei dialect, but gradually formed a more delicate and tactful singing
style in the Qing Dynasty, as well as more musical changes and techniques. Actors show the emotions and images of
the characters through singing and acting skills.

The performance has gradually formed a model of professional artist groups. Artists form a team and cooperate
with each other to make the performance more professional and refined. At the same time, Huangmei Opera has
gradually formed some influential artist families, who have played an important role in the inheritance and develop-
ment of Huangmei Opera.

It has received higher recognition and attention in the society, and the court has made great efforts to protect and
promote it. During this period, Huangmei Opera became one of the important entertainment activities of the court
and scholars, and was appreciated by the rulers and literati. The performing arts of Huangmei Opera gradually com-
bined with the cultural pursuits of literati and refined scholars, forming a unique artistic style. Therefore, Huangmei
Opera has been widely protected and appreciated in the court, and emperors and nobles often invite Huangmei Opera
performers to perform in the court. This has improved the status of Huangmei Opera in society, and promoted the
artistic development and innovation of Huangmei Opera.

In general, the artistic achievements of Huangmei Opera in Qing Dynasty played an important influence and foun-
dation on the later development.
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2.4 Modern reform and innovation (20th century)

At the beginning of the 20th century, Huangmei Opera gradually introduced modern drama elements and perfor-
mance techniques, and carried out a series of reforms and innovations. During this period, many modern themes were
added to the repertoire of Huangmei Opera, such as the War of Resistance Against Japan and social issues, making
Huangmei Opera closer to real life. The writing of the script began to pay attention to the coherence of the plot and
character creation, and more elements of pop music were added to the singing skills to make the singing more ap-
pealing. At the same time, Huangmei Opera has also made greater breakthroughs in stage scenery, costume design
and lighting effects, making the performance more visually impactful (Chen Changwen & Shen Xia, 2021).

After 1949, with the founding of New China, Huangmei Opera received more attention and support. Governments
at all levels began to invest in the construction of Huangmei Theater to train professional actors and creative talents.
The repertoire of Huangmei Opera is richer and more diverse, and a number of excellent works have been created.
Among them, classic plays such as "Sister-in-law Xianglin", "Xi Shi", and "The Female General of the Yang Family"
have become representative works of Huangmei Opera. Huangmei Opera has also become one of the national key
protected operas.

2.5 Contemporary development and challenges of Huangmei Opera

Entering the 21st century, Huangmei Opera is facing some new challenges and opportunities. On the one hand,
Huangmei Opera needs to innovate on the basis of maintaining traditional artistic characteristics to meet the needs of
modern audiences. On the other hand, Huangmei Opera needs to face competition from entertainment forms such as
movies and TV series to attract more young audiences (Su Wei, 2019).

In order to promote the inheritance and development of Huangmei Opera, governments at all levels and cultural
institutions have adopted a series of measures. They strengthened the training and support for Huangmei Opera artists,
and held a series of performances and competitions to promote the creation and dissemination of Huangmei Opera.
At the same time, Huangmei Opera is also actively using new media and Internet platforms to promote, attracting
more audience attention and participation.

In contemporary times, the development of Huangmei Opera is facing some challenges. One of them is the loss of
young audiences. Due to changes in modern lifestyles and diversification of entertainment methods, the younger
generation is less interested in traditional opera. In order to attract young audiences, Huangmei Opera needs to keep
pace with the times, integrate contemporary cultural elements, and create new repertoires and performance forms. In
addition, Huangmei Opera also needs to strengthen the training of young actors and attract more talents to join.

3. Conclusion

Generally speaking, Huangmei Opera, as a kind of opera with a long history, has become an important part of the
treasure house of Chinese opera after several periods of development and evolution. It plays an important role in the
inheritance and innovation of traditional culture, and represents the treasure of opera art and national culture in Hubei.
In the future development, Huangmei Opera needs to maintain its traditional characteristics while actively integrating
with the times to attract more audiences and let Huangmei Opera continue to be passed on.
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