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  Abstract 
Chinese folk literature encompasses myths, legends, folktales, scenic allusions, folk 
songs and ballads, dialect proverbs, and more. They have existed since we were 
born. The time of their creation is unknown, and there is no definite author. They 
naturally spread among the people. Chinese folk literature, as an important element 
of national culture and the embodiment of national psychological consciousness, 
has consistently demonstrated robust and dynamic vitality throughout its long his-
torical development. It embodies timeless artistic charm and national cultural wis-
dom, exuding refreshing beauty and guiding human civilization towards the future. 
Chinese folk literature is a treasure within the vast collection of Chinese culture, 
with a rich historical background and deep cultural significance. With the develop-
ment of modern education, an increasing number of scholars and educators are fo-
cusing on the application and value of folk literature in education. This article ana-
lyzes the definition, characteristics, and development process of Chinese folk liter-
ature. It also explores the application forms and practical cases of Chinese folk lit-
erature in modern education, and summarizes its educational value. The research 
shows that incorporating Chinese folk literature into modern education can enhance 
students' aesthetic sensibilities, cultural identity, and creative thinking abilities, and 
improve their overall and humanistic qualities. 
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Introduction 

Chinese folk literature, as a traditional cultural form, has been passed down in the thousands of years of history of 
the Chinese nation, with rich cultural connotations and unique artistic styles. However, with the rapid development 
of modern education, the position of traditional culture in education has gradually been marginalized (Sun Zhengguo 
& Liang Yuhan, 2023). Therefore, exploring the application and value of Chinese folk literature in modern education 
is of great significance for inheriting and promoting Chinese culture, and cultivating students' comprehensive and 
humanistic qualities. 

1. The Definition and Characteristics of Folk Literature 

The creation and dissemination of folk literature are often carried out through oral transmission, which also gives 
folk literature lasting vitality and unique cultural value. In folk literature, classic legends, folk music, operas, and 
other art forms have also been widely inherited and developed, becoming an important part of local culture and 
national culture (Zhang Min, 2013). At the same time, folk literature is also an important way for people to self-
awareness and self-expression, reflecting the spiritual style and cultural characteristics of the people. 
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The following are the main characteristics of Chinese folk literature: 

1.1 Oral inheritance 

Chinese folk literature has been mainly passed down through oral inheritance throughout its long history. This 
inheritance method enables folk literature to better adapt to local oral expression and cultural characteristics while 
retaining rich local colors and ethnic characteristics. 

1.2 Life oriented expression 

Folk literature focuses on daily life as its theme, expressing people's emotions, wisdom, and values through simple 
and plain language and images. It goes deep into all aspects of people's lives, reflecting the working and living con-
ditions of farmers, workers, artisans, and other working classes, as well as their feelings and thoughts on life. 

1.3 Collective Creation 

Chinese folk literature is often the product of collective creation, representing collective wisdom and common 
experience. Many folk literature works are formed on the basis of mutual communication and inspiration among 
groups and are passed down and developed through a collective creative process. 

1.4 Diversity and regional characteristics 

China's vast territory and multi-ethnic characteristics make folk literature present a rich and diverse style. Folk 
literature from different regions and ethnic groups has unique ways of expression, artistic forms, and subject matter 
content, reflecting the regional culture and ethnic customs of each region (Liu Jiawei & Jiang Yong, 2022). 

1.5 People's Art 

Folk literature is the art of the people, the crystallization of their wisdom and creativity, representing their aesthetic 
pursuit and cultural expression. Folk literature is not limited by academic art and is closer to the daily life and emo-
tional needs of the people. 

By studying and inheriting Chinese folk literature, we can deeply understand and feel the people's wisdom and 
emotions, enrich our cultural literacy, and apply it in modern education to cultivate students' aesthetic emotion, cul-
tural identity, and creative thinking ability, and improve their comprehensive quality and humanistic literacy. 

2. The Application Forms of Chinese Folk Literature in Modern Education 

Chinese folk literature has various forms of application in modern education, among which the following are sev-
eral common forms. 

2.1 Textbook and Course Design 

Make folk literature a part of the textbook, selecting and compiling classic folk literature works into textbooks, or 
specifically designing courses on folk literature. Reading, analyzing, and discussing folk literature works, helps stu-
dents understand and appreciate the aesthetic value and cultural connotations within them (Tao Pingjuan, 2022). This 
form can enable students to better understand and interact with folk literature, and cultivate their reading ability, 
literary appreciation ability, and cross-cultural communication ability. 

2.2 Activities and Exhibitions 

Organize various activities and exhibitions related to folk literature, such as folktale telling, traditional music per-
formances, folk opera performances, etc. These activities provide students with opportunities to interact with folk 
literature, allowing them to experience and participate in it firsthand, deepening their perception and understanding 
of folk literature. In addition, exhibitions can showcase literature, artistic works, and creative achievements of folk 
literature, stimulating students' interest and learning enthusiasm. 

2.3 Creation and Performance 

Encourage students to participate in the creation and performance of folk literature, and cultivate their creativity 
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and expression abilities. Students can write folktales, create folk songs, and perform traditional operas (Wang 
Shuangmei, 2016). Through practical participation in creation and performance, students can gain a deeper under-
standing of the connotations and artistic forms of folk literature, and cultivate their artistic cultivation and critical 
thinking abilities. 

2.4 Research and Investigation 

Encourage students to conduct research and investigation on folk literature. Students can choose a specific folk 
literature theme or work for in-depth research and analysis, exploring its cultural background, social significance, 
and artistic characteristics. This form can cultivate students' research ability, critical thinking ability, and teamwork 
spirit (Li Ping & Ling Chunhui, 2017). 

2.5 Digital and Multimedia Applications 

Utilize digital and multimedia technologies to present folk literature to students in a more diverse and diverse form. 
Through audio, video, internet, and other media, students can enjoy folk music, watch traditional opera performances, 
and browse illustrations of folktales. This form can enhance students' interest in learning and improve their ability to 
obtain and process information. 

2.6 Cultural Experience and Practical Activities 

Organize students to participate in various cultural experiences and practical activities related to folk literature. 
For example, organize students to visit the folk literature museum, folk museum, or folk culture village to let them 
close encounter and understand the practical application and inheritance of folk literature (Shen Jingyun, 2019). In 
addition, students can be organized to participate in traditional festival celebrations, such as Lantern Festival, Qing-
ming Festival, etc., to experience the expressions and cultural values of folk literature in festival activities. 

2.7 Interdisciplinary Integration Teaching 

Integrating folk literature with other disciplines for interdisciplinary integration teaching. For example, introducing 
folk literature reading and creation into Chinese courses, explaining relevant background knowledge in combination 
with history courses, or learning the performance and performance skills of folk music in music courses. This form 
can enrich the connotation of the subject, and stimulate students' interdisciplinary thinking and comprehensive abili-
ties (Liu Qinrong, 2018). 

Through the above application forms, Chinese folk literature can play an important role in modern education. It 
can not only cultivate students' cultural literacy and aesthetic emotions, but also enhance their creativity, expression 
ability, and critical thinking ability. By combining it with modern education, the value and significance of Chinese 
folk literature can be inherited and developed, providing students with a more comprehensive and rich educational 
experience. 

3. Practical Cases of Chinese Folk Literature in Modern Education 

In modern education, Chinese folk literature can be applied to different disciplines and teaching fields. The fol-
lowing are some practical cases. 

3.1 Application of Folktale in Chinese Teaching 

In the Chinese class, teachers can choose excellent folktales, such as Kong Rong Rang Pear and Legend of the 
White Snake, as reading materials. Through reading and analyzing these folktales, students can not only improve 
their reading comprehension and literary appreciation ability but also deeply understand Chinese traditional culture 
and values (Xiong Mengyuan & Qi Song, 2020). At the same time, students can also show their understanding and 
creativity of folktales through role-playing, story adaptation, and other forms. 

3.2 Application of Folk music and dance in music education 

In music teaching, the introduction of Folk music and dance can make students feel the unique charm and cultural 
connotation of traditional music. Teachers can select some traditional folk music, such as Jasminum sambac. Two 
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Springs Mirroring the Moon, to learn and play. By learning performance skills and participating in group perfor-
mances, students can not only develop their musical expression ability but also deepen their understanding and ap-
preciation of folk music. In addition, the combination of Folk music can guide students to learn traditional folk dance 
and experience the charm of dance art. 

3.3 Application of Folk Opera in Drama Education 

Introducing elements of folk opera into drama education can stimulate students' interest in and love for traditional 
culture. Teachers can select some classic folk opera fragments, such as Beijing Opera Dream of Red Mansions, and 
Henan Opera Legend of the White Snake, to learn and perform. By learning the singing style, performance techniques, 
and role-playing of traditional Chinese opera, students can not only cultivate their performance skills but also gain a 
deeper understanding of the cultural connotations and artistic characteristics of folk opera. By combining drama 
education with traditional Chinese opera, students' imagination and creativity can be stimulated, and teamwork and 
performance abilities can be improved. 

4. Chinese folk literature has important value in modern education 

Chinese folk literature has important value in modern education, and the following are the main values. 

4.1 Inheriting and promoting excellent traditional Chinese culture 

Chinese folk literature, as an important component of Chinese culture, carries rich historical and cultural connota-
tions. In modern education, by studying and inheriting folk literature, students can inherit and promote the excellent 
traditional Chinese culture, deepen their understanding of the breadth and depth of Chinese culture, and enhance their 
sense of identification and pride in Chinese culture. 

4.2 Cultivate aesthetic emotions and cultural appreciation abilities 

Folk literature, with its simple and sincere expression, can cultivate students' aesthetic emotions and cultural ap-
preciation abilities. By appreciating folk literature works, students can feel the aesthetic value contained in them, 
cultivate their ability to perceive and appreciate beauty and enhance their aesthetic literacy. 

4.3 Enhance Cultural identity and multicultural understanding 

As the crystallization of the wisdom of the people, folk literature can help students enhance their sense of identity 
with their own cultural traditions and deepen their understanding of national culture. At the same time, folk literature 
also showcases the diversity and characteristics of different regions and ethnic groups. By studying and comparing 
folk literature from different regions and ethnic groups, students can cultivate multicultural understanding and inclu-
sive thinking. 

4.4 Cultivate creative thinking and expression ability 

Folk literature is rich in imagination and creativity. By learning and participating in the creation and performance 
of folk literature, students can develop their creative thinking and expression ability. Students can show their crea-
tivity and artistic talent and improve their creative thinking and expression ability by writing folktales, creating folk 
songs, performing traditional operas, etc. 

4.5 Promote humanistic care and value cultivation 

Folk literature reflects the people's care and reflection on life, society, and human nature. By studying and reading 
folk literature, students can be exposed to the humanistic care and positive values contained in it, such as family, 
friendship, labor spirit, fairness, and justice, and cultivate correct values and social responsibility. 

4.6 Promote comprehensive literacy and interdisciplinary thinking ability 

Folk literature covers a wide range of fields, including history, geography, sociology, music, art, and other disci-
plines. By studying and researching folk literature, students can engage in interdisciplinary learning and thinking, 



Yun Tang 
 

 

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2023.11.021 2265 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science 

 

promoting the cultivation of comprehensive literacy and interdisciplinary thinking abilities. They can comprehen-
sively apply knowledge and methods from various disciplines, deeply understand the background, connotation, and 
significance of folk literature works, and cultivate comprehensive and interdisciplinary thinking abilities. 

Chinese folk literature has rich value in modern education. By applying folk literature to educational practice, we 
can inherit and carry forward the excellent traditional Chinese culture, cultivate students' aesthetic feelings and cul-
tural appreciation ability, enhance Cultural identity and multicultural understanding, cultivate creative thinking and 
expression ability, promote the cultivation of humanistic care and values, and promote the cultivation of comprehen-
sive quality and interdisciplinary thinking ability (Chen Bo & Xie Duan, 2019). The realization of these values will 
contribute to the comprehensive development of students, improve their comprehensive quality and humanistic liter-
acy, and lay a solid foundation for their future development and social participation. 

5. Conclusion 

Chinese folk literature, as a treasure of Chinese culture, has rich historical and cultural connotations, and its appli-
cation and value in modern education cannot be ignored. By incorporating folk literature into textbooks, carrying out 
relevant activities, and encouraging students to participate in creation and performance and other forms, it can pro-
mote the cultivation of students' aesthetic feelings, cultural identity, and creative thinking ability, and improve their 
comprehensive quality and humanistic quality. Therefore, strengthening the application of Chinese folk literature in 
modern education is of great significance for inheriting excellent traditional Chinese culture and cultivating students' 
comprehensive qualities. 
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