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Abstract

Strengthening ideological and political work is an important task for higher edu-
cation institutions in various regions to implement the Party's educational guide-
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lines, promote the development and enhancement of the connotation of ideological
and political work, and fulfill the fundamental task of moral education and talent
cultivation. In the current Internet era, higher education institutions across the

country have developed a good understanding of the importance of ideological and
political work. However, there are also practical problems that hinder the further
advancement of ideological and political work. This paper aims to analyze the cur-
rent status of ideological and political work in higher education institutions, in
combination with the new forms and issues in the Internet era. It also examines the
problems faced by teachers and students during the teaching process. The goal is
to clarify the development strategies and directions in the Internet era, improve the
details of work in a more targeted manner, and better carry out ideological and
political work in higher education institutions.
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1. Introduction

Network ideological and political education refers to the practice of educators using emerging media such as Douyin,
WeChat, and Weibo to construct virtual spaces for ideological and moral education and value guidance to university
students. In the highly developed information technology era, emerging media platforms carried by the internet, such as
mushrooms after rain, have not only changed the ways of life and learning of university students but even their ways of
thinking. In another sense, cyberspace has gradually become a new space for the study and life of university students.

Based on the rapid development of the internet, information technology, big data, and other technological means, the
interconnection and intercommunication of information dissemination have been realized. This has resulted in the char-
acteristics of multi-directionality, diversity, immediacy, and transcending time and space in information transmission
(Han Junhua & Xu Henghong, 2022). The rapid development of the internet has changed traditional educational and
communication methods, providing technical support for modern education. Through the use of online platforms, cross-
temporal and spatial communication and interaction among different subjects can be realized, breaking down spatial
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barriers. Simultaneously, it can provide educators with rich educational media and teaching methods, broaden students'
educational channels, and facilitate the sharing of educational resources. In the process of ideological and political edu-
cation for university students, the integration of new media technologies into the network not only opens up new teaching
channels but also fosters innovation in students' learning methods, thereby enhancing learning outcomes and cultivating
students' subjective initiative.

In the face of the changes in the educational environment, educational technology, and educational platforms in the
new era, universities need to thoroughly analyze the opportunities and challenges faced by network ideological and po-
litical education, actively occupy the network space, and fulfill the fundamental task of moral education and talent culti-
vation (Hou Xueqing, 2022). Network ideological and political education in higher education institutions can enrich ed-
ucational content, expand educational space, and promote educational innovation. However, there are challenges in the
implementation process, such as insufficient content supply, overly single forms, limitations of teaching media, and lag-
ging faculty development. Therefore, universities should incorporate Internet thinking into ideological and political edu-
cation, fully utilize online media to expand content supply, innovate online educational forms, establish online teaching
platforms, and strengthen faculty development. It is necessary to analyze the existing problems in current practices to
better carry out work reform and innovation.

2. Survey on the Development of Ideological and Political Work in Higher Education Institu-
tions

2.1 Literature Review

Currently, various higher education institutions have begun utilizing online resources to conduct ideological and polit-
ical education courses. However, in practice, there are still some issues. Although the courses are delivered in an online
format, the content of the curriculum mostly follows traditional offline textbooks. In some cases, online ideological and
political education courses simply replicate the content of offline textbooks, lacking innovation. Students attending classes
online do not experience significant differences compared to traditional offline classes, thus failing to take full advantage
of the benefits of online ideological and political education. Moreover, some institutions limit their online courses to
traditional core subjects, without incorporating local characteristics, institutional features, or even specialized features.
This rigid approach to ideological and political education leads to a disconnect between theory and practice. Often, stu-
dents' participation in online ideological and political education courses becomes procedural and formalized, lacking
attractiveness and diminishing their interest and effectiveness in learning.

Online courses lack interactivity. Ideological and political education is a discipline that requires strong interaction and
communication between teachers and students to guide and transmit values, as well as to achieve emotional resonance
and character development. However, current online ideological and political education courses often lack positive inter-
action between teachers and students. This is mainly reflected in low student engagement, weak interest, easily distracted
attention, and a focus on formalities in online classrooms. Some students merely watch videos or attend live lectures in
online courses without actively participating in the learning process. Others easily get distracted by unrelated matters
while attending online classes, leading to a lack of concentration and poor teaching quality. This contradicts the original
intention of online ideological and political education, which should strengthen the connection between teachers and
students through the use of the Internet, making it a link for exchanging values and emotions rather than a barrier (Zhang
Xinyue & Li Guihong, 2023). Therefore, enhancing the interactivity of online ideological and political education courses
is crucial for optimizing their quality.

Online course teaching resources demonstrate "homogeneity." "Homogeneity" refers to the tendency of similarity and
duplication in appearance, content, and form, lacking originality and intrinsic value. In the context of online ideological
and political education courses, the "homogeneity" of teaching resources manifests as a similarity and uniformity among
the online course resources used by various higher education institutions in terms of format, category, content, and utili-
zation methods. For example, many institutions have started delivering the five core ideological and political education
courses through online teaching methods. Although they provide online courses, digital libraries, and platforms for inde-
pendent learning, the content is simply a reproduction of the textbook's text. It merely involves copying and pasting or
transferring the textual content from physical textbooks to online platforms, failing to fully utilize the technological ad-
vantages of online teaching resources to express the content in better audiovisual formats (Xu Lin & Xiao Yihui, 2022).

2.2 Research Methodology

To gain a more specific understanding of the promotion of online ideological and political education courses in higher
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education institutions, a quantitative analysis (questionnaire survey) was conducted to investigate the situation in 11 uni-
versities within a province in China. The survey was conducted both online and offline. A total of 300 questionnaires
were distributed, with 150 distributed online and 150 distributed offline. The number of collected questionnaires was 280.
The survey targeted 250 undergraduate students and 50 ideological and political education teachers. The survey covered
the following aspects: (1) awareness of online ideological and political education courses, (2) approval of using online
platforms for ideological and political education, (3) perception of the effectiveness of online education in enhancing
ideological and political education, (4) the helpfulness of online education in students' learning of ideological and political
courses, (5) the most frequently taught course by teachers through online education, and (6) the course that students
predominantly studied through online education, which was "Introduction to Mao Zedong Thought and the Theoretical
System of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics." Through data analysis and extraction, the current status of online
ideological and political education in higher education institutions has been determined.

2.3 Research result

According to the survey results, the majority of teachers and students in the surveyed higher education institutions have
some understanding of online teaching for ideological and political theory courses. Regarding the question, "Are you
familiar with online teaching for ideological and political theory courses?", 80.3% of the participating teachers chose the
option "familiar," while 61.5% of the students chose the same option. 15.2% of the teachers and 33.2% of the students
selected the option "not familiar," and 4.5% of the teachers and 5.3% of the students chose the option "unable to judge."

Based on the survey data, regarding the question "Do you support teaching ideological and political theory courses
through online platforms?", 64.2% of the teachers and 79.2% of the students chose the option "support." When asked
whether they believe online teaching for ideological and political theory courses has advantages over traditional teaching,
54.3% of the teachers and 66.2% of the students answered "yes."

Regarding the effectiveness of online teaching for ideological and political theory courses, among the surveyed teachers,
18.7% considered it "very useful," 42.5% considered it "quite useful," 25.3% considered it "not very effective," 3.5%
considered it "ineffective," and 10% chose "unclear."

Among the surveyed students, when asked about the helpfulness of online teaching for learning ideological and political
theory courses, 17.2% found it "very helpful," 39.2% found it "quite helpful," 24.5% found it "not very helpful," 8.7%
found it "not helpful," and 10.4% chose "unclear." Overall, 56.4% of the students believed that online teaching could help
them learn ideological and political theory courses, indicating that online teaching is an effective method and is generally
welcomed and recognized by most students.

The course that teachers taught most through online teaching was "Introduction to Mao Zedong Thought and the The-
oretical System of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics," with 62.3% of the surveyed teachers choosing to teach this
course online. Other courses included Basic Principles of Marxism, Ideological Ethics and Legal Studies, Current Situa-
tion and Policies, and Outline of Modern Chinese History. The proportions of teachers conducting online teaching for
these courses were 56.2%, 30%, 22.5%, and 10% respectively.

The course that students received the most through online teaching was "Introduction to Mao Zedong Thought and the
Theoretical System of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics," with 53% of the students taking this course through online
lectures. Other courses included Basic Principles of Marxism, Ideological Ethics and Legal Studies, Current Situation and
Policies, and Outline of Modern Chinese History. The proportions of students taking these courses through online lectures
were 50%, 34.5%, 32.6%, and 24.3%, respectively.

3. Development Strategies for Network Ideological and Political Education in Higher Education

Based on the survey results, it is evident that both teachers and students have a relatively high level of understanding
and acceptance of online ideological and political courses. However, there is still significant room for improvement. To
address the issues of rigid content and lack of innovation and interactivity, practical and feasible strategies and approaches
need to be developed for enhancement and improvement.

Firstly, strengthen the supply of educational content to enhance the persuasiveness of network ideological and political
education. With the rapid development of information technology, educators in network ideological and political educa-
tion in higher education institutions must prioritize the importance of content. They should place the realistic demands of
students' ideological development at the forefront and focus on improving the supply of educational content. Universities
should enhance the quality of network ideological and political education content and create high-quality online courses.
Educators in ideological and political education should deeply study Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era and fully explore the ideological and political education elements contained in the subjects.
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They should create high-quality online courses that combine ideology and politics into the curriculum. Additionally,
universities should build a discourse system that is close to college students to enhance the persuasiveness of ideological
and political education. Engaging and persuasive language should be used in online courses to explain profound ideolog-
ical and political theories using commonly used symbols and expressions by college students, making the education more
interesting and persuasive.

Secondly, innovate the form of online education to increase the attractiveness of network ideological and political
education. In addition to expanding the supply of content, universities should vigorously innovate the form of network
ideological and political education to maximize its appeal. Universities should revamp the interaction between teachers
and students in online ideological and political education to enhance the appeal of high-quality online courses to college
students. Universities should fully utilize the role of emerging media in ideological and political education and continu-
ously innovate the forms of ideological and political education. Platforms like Ding Talk, QQ, Weibo, and other emerging
media can be used to disseminate the dynamics of ideological and political education. Universities should regularly or-
ganize online discussions, lectures, and other activities on ideological and political education using emerging media plat-
forms. These activities should analyze hot topics related to social events of wide concern to college students, encouraging
active participation and creating a vibrant online space for ideological and political education to enhance its vitality (Li
Dongpo & Chen Jing, 2022).

Thirdly, establish a network teaching platform to increase the influence of network ideological and political education. In
the internet era, with the explosive development of information, higher demands are placed on the construction of network
ideological and political education platforms. Universities should focus on building network teaching platforms to enhance
the influence of network ideological and political education in terms of discourse dissemination. Universities should strive
to create specialized websites for ideological and political education, providing teachers and students with a wealth of course
resources and promoting resource sharing to expand the online space for ideological and political education.

Fourthly, strengthen the construction of the teaching staff to consolidate the collective strength of network ideological
and political education. In the context of the new era, educators in network ideological and political education in higher
education institutions shoulder the responsibility of cultivating students' character and guiding them to adapt to the net-
work society. Universities can only maximize the collective strength of network ideological and political education by
strengthening the construction of teaching staff. Universities should prioritize the political literacy of ideological and
political education teaching staff. In the new era, with the rapid development of internet information technology and the
knowledge economy of information explosion, ideological and political education practitioners need to be self-disciplined,
consciously improve their theoretical literacy, strengthen their subjectivity, adhere to correct political stances, and main-
tain ideological firmness.

Overall, these strategies aim to enhance the quality, attractiveness, influence, and collective strength of network ideo-
logical and political education in higher education institutions. By focusing on content improvement, innovative forms,
network platform construction, and teacher development, the goal is to create a more effective and engaging learning
environment for students and cultivate their ideological and political development in the digital age.

4. Summary

With the popularity of the Internet and the improvement of information technology in higher education, online teaching
of ideological and political theory courses has made significant progress and development. The online teaching model for
ideological and political theory courses is no longer unfamiliar to teachers and students in universities, and it has been
welcomed by some of them. This also indirectly demonstrates the vitality and vigor of online teaching for ideological and
political theory courses.

Due to the virtual nature of the Internet, the relatively short practice time of online teaching for ideological and political
theory courses, and the imbalance of educational resources, there are still some issues in the current stage of online teach-
ing. These issues include the lag in the construction of online courses, the need for improvement in the development of
online classrooms, and the need to enhance teachers' information literacy (Wang Xue et al., 2022).

Currently, most universities have the conditions to carry out online teaching activities for ideological and political
theory courses, and the main courses on ideological and political theory have initially achieved online teaching. This
indicates that in recent years, the practice of online teaching of ideological and political theory courses has made signifi-
cant progress, laying a good foundation for further promotion and popularization of online teaching in the future.
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