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  Abstract 
This article aims to study the development of traditional Chinese mythological 
animated films since the new century. Traditional mythology, as an important 
component of Chinese culture, has rich expressive power and unique aesthetic 
value in animated films. Firstly, this article reviews the development process of 
domestic animated films with traditional mythological themes in China since the 
new century. From "The Heavenly Palace" to "Nezha's Demon Child Comes to 
Earth", domestic animated films have made significant achievements in traditional 
mythological themes. These works have not only gained widespread recognition 
in the domestic market, but also received a certain degree of attention in the in-
ternational market. Subsequently, this article discussed the creation of domestic 
mythological animated films. The creative team emphasizes the uniqueness and 
representativeness of traditional myths, striving to combine Chinese traditional 
culture with contemporary aesthetic needs. Finally, this article explores the cur-
rent development status and future trends of domestic traditional mythological 
animated films based on practical cases. Although significant development 
achievements have been made, there are still some challenges and problems to be 
faced. 
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Animation movies, as an important cultural medium, carry the inheritance and development of national culture. 

Chinese traditional mythology, as a long-standing cultural heritage, contains rich cultural connotations and aesthet-
ic values. In recent years, the creation of Chinese domestic animated films on traditional mythological themes has 
gradually received attention and achieved a series of significant achievements. The purpose of this paper is to study 
the development of Chinese traditional mythological domestic animation films since the new century, explore their 
creative characteristics, aesthetic values and future development trends, with a view to providing useful reference 
for the development of Chinese animation's animation films. 

1. The Development History of Chinese Traditional Mythological Theme Domestic Animation 
Films Since the New Century 

Since the new century, Chinese traditional mythological themed domestic animated films have undergone a vi-
gorous development process. During this period, domestic animated films began to attach importance to the crea-
tion of traditional Chinese mythology as a theme, causing widespread attention and discussion. 
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Firstly, in the early stages of the new century, a highly anticipated domestic animated film with a traditional my-
thological theme was released - "The Heavenly Palace". This movie is adapted from the ancient Chinese classic 
"Journey to the West" and tells the story of Monkey King Sun Wukong causing trouble in the Heavenly Palace. The 
film not only restores the classic storyline, but also showcases the unique charm of traditional Chinese mythology 
through delicate visuals and exquisite animation techniques. The film 'Da Nao Tian Gong' has achieved great suc-
cess both domestically and internationally, laying the foundation for the development of domestic animated films 
with traditional mythological themes in China. Subsequently, domestic animated films with traditional Chinese 
mythological themes continued to emerge, covering many classic stories and mythological legends. Among them, 
works represented by "Nezha's Demon Child Comes to Earth" have caused a sensation. The movie takes the cha-
racter Nezha from the ancient Chinese myth "The Legend of the Gods" as the protagonist, telling the story of his 
difficult choices and overcoming inner demons during his growth. With its unique visual style and wonderful story, 
Nezha's Devil Boy Comes to Earth has not only achieved unprecedented box office success in the domestic market, 
but also won widespread praise in the international market, becoming a beautiful card of Chinese animation mov-
ies. 

Since the beginning of the new century, the development of domestic animated films with traditional Chinese 
mythological themes has not only achieved significant success in commerce, but also presented more diverse and 
rich forms of expression in art. Many works attempt to integrate traditional mythology with modern aesthetics, en-
dowing characters with new personalities and characteristics, allowing traditional mythology to radiate new vitality 
in modern animated films (Cao Yuan, 2021). At the same time, the success of domestic animation films in tradi-
tional mythological themes has also established a more confident and unique image for Chinese animation films in 
the international market. Through the creation of traditional mythological themes, Chinese animation films can 
show their unique cultural charm, attract more and more international audiences, and promote the international dis-
semination and recognition of Chinese animation films. However, the development of domestic animated films 
with traditional Chinese mythological themes still faces some challenges. Firstly, it is necessary to ensure that the 
creative team has a deep exploration and understanding of traditional mythological stories, in order to maintain the 
cultural connotations and historical heritage of the work (Zhou Changjuan, 2022). Secondly, it is necessary to con-
tinuously improve the production technology and artistic level of animated films, in order to create more exquisite 
and innovative works. Finally, it is necessary to strengthen international cultural exchange and cooperation, absorb 
advanced international animation production technology and experience, and provide more opportunities and assis-
tance for the international development of Chinese traditional mythological themed domestic animation films. 

2. The creative characteristics and artistic expression techniques of domestic animated films on 
traditional mythological themes 

The creative characteristics and artistic expression techniques of domestic animated films on traditional mytho-
logical themes make the works more vivid, exciting, and enjoyable. Firstly, domestic animated films emphasize the 
uniqueness and representativeness of traditional myths in their topic selection. The creative team has chosen tradi-
tional mythological stories with extensive inheritance and influence, such as "Journey to the West" and "Romance 
of the Gods", which represent the essence of ancient Chinese culture. By bringing these classic mythological stories 
onto the screen, domestic animated films can not only inherit and promote traditional Chinese culture, but also meet 
the needs of contemporary audiences for freshness, excitement, and appreciation. In practical cases, the movie 
"Nezha's Demon Child Comes to Earth" is a successful example. The movie takes the character Nezha from the 
ancient Chinese myth "The Legend of the Gods" as the protagonist, telling the story of his difficult choices and 
overcoming inner demons during his growth. Nezha's Demon Child Descends "not only retains the classic elements 
of traditional mythological stories, but also adds new creativity and imagination, making the story more modern. 
The success of this film not only achieved huge box office in the domestic market, but also received widespread 
praise in the international market, showcasing the creative strength and charm of domestic animated films on tradi-
tional mythological themes. Secondly, in terms of artistic expression techniques, domestic animated films have di-
versified the use of traditional painting, digital technology, and special effects production methods. The application 
of traditional painting makes animated films present the unique style and beauty of traditional Chinese art, adding a 
strong cultural atmosphere. At the same time, the application of digital technology and special effects production 
makes the images more three-dimensional, gorgeous, and modern, allowing the audience to enjoy visual impact and 
shock (Bao Xueyang, 2022). In practical cases, the film 'The Great Trouble in the Heavenly Palace' fully embodies 
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the excellent application of traditional painting and special effects production. This movie brings the classic stories 
from the ancient Chinese myth "Journey to the West" to the big screen, depicting characters such as Tang Monk 
and Sun Wukong, as well as fictionalizing fantasy scenes such as the fairyland and demon world, perfectly show-
casing the unique charm of traditional Chinese art. In terms of special effects production, the film showcases the 
changes and supernatural powers of Sun Wukong, demonstrating the skilled application of digital technology, 
making the film more visually impactful. In addition, domestic animated films have put in a lot of effort in building 
storylines and shaping characters. They focus on showcasing the spiritual connotations and values of traditional 
mythology through the storyline, while also incorporating new creativity and imagination, making the story more 
contemporary and enjoyable. In terms of character shaping, the creative team focuses on shaping the personality 
and characteristics of each character, making the character image more three-dimensional and vivid, allowing the 
audience to resonate and emotionally resonate. In practical cases, both "Da Nao Tian Gong" and "Nezha's Demon 
Child Comes to Earth" have achieved success in plot and character shaping. Both films incorporate traditional my-
thological stories into new plots and characters, endowing them with richer personalities and emotions, creating a 
strong resonance and emotional resonance among the audience during the viewing process. 

3. The Audience Response of Domestic Animated Films on Traditional Mythological Themes 
The creation of domestic animated films on traditional mythological themes has received a positive response 

from the audience, thanks to various factors. 
Firstly, the audience has a high level of sentiment and recognition towards traditional mythological themes, 

which has given this type of work a significant audience base in the domestic market. Traditional Chinese mytho-
logical stories carry rich cultural connotations and values, and these stories have deep emotional bonds in the hearts 
of Chinese people. When these classic mythological stories are adapted into animated films, the audience naturally 
resonates with these familiar and emotionally charged storylines, sparking their curiosity and desire to watch mov-
ies. In practical cases, the movie "White Snake: Origins" is a successful example. The film is adapted from the tra-
ditional Chinese fairy tale "The Legend of the White Snake", which tells the love story between the white snake 
and Xu Xian. This classic traditional mythological story holds a very important position in Chinese culture, and 
almost every Chinese person is familiar with it. Therefore, as soon as the movie "White Snake: Origins" was re-
leased, it was warmly sought after by a large audience. The audience not only watches the film due to their emo-
tional identification with the story, but also is full of expectations for how the creative team interprets this classic 
story. Secondly, domestic animated films strive for innovation and breakthroughs in their creation, making their 
works more modern in aesthetic concepts and meeting the tastes and needs of contemporary audiences. Although 
traditional myths are classic, with the development of the times, the audience's aesthetic concepts are also con-
stantly changing. In order to attract more audiences, domestic animated films have innovated on traditional mytho-
logical themes, injecting modern elements and artistic expression techniques, making the works more in line with 
the taste and aesthetic needs of contemporary audiences (Yang Bo, 2020). In practical cases, the movie "Nezha's 
Demon Child Comes to Earth" is a typical example. The film is adapted from the traditional Chinese mythological 
story "The Legend of the Gods" and tells the story of Nezha's difficult choices and overcoming his inner demons 
during his growth (Kong Fanyao, 2022). Although the story originates from ancient traditional mythology, in this 
film, the creative team cleverly incorporates many modern elements and fashion settings. For example, Nezha was 
portrayed as a cool and fashionable character with a unique hairstyle and styling, which made him very popular 
among young audiences. At the same time, movies use many modern special effects and digital technologies in 
their artistic expression techniques, making the visuals more colorful and captivating. In addition, the success of 
domestic animated films in traditional mythological themes has also established a more confident and unique image 
for Chinese animation's animated films in the international market, which has received a certain degree of interna-
tional recognition and attention. By integrating traditional Chinese culture into the creation of animated films, do-
mestic animated films have demonstrated their unique cultural charm and attracted an increasing number of inter-
national audiences. In particular, some successful domestic animation films have achieved good box office results 
overseas, which have won more respect and attention for Chinese animation films in the international market. 

4. Development Status and Future Trends 
At present, domestic mythological animated films have achieved significant development achievements, but they 

also face some challenges and problems. Firstly, the creation of domestic mythological themed animated films still 
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needs further deepening and expansion. Although some well-known traditional mythological stories, such as "The 
Heavenly Palace" and "The Birth of the Ox," have been successfully adapted into animated films, there are still 
many unexplored traditional mythological stories waiting to be discovered. These stories contain profound cultural 
connotations and aesthetic values, and are worth being understood and passed down by more people. Therefore, the 
creative team should delve deeper into traditional mythological stories, including some less well-known ones, as 
well as traditional myths from different regions and ethnic groups, to make the work more diverse and rich. 

Secondly, it is necessary to strengthen the talent cultivation and team building of creative teams, and improve 
their creativity and technical level. In the creation of traditional mythological themes, screenwriters, directors, ani-
mators and special effects masters play an important role. They need to have a profound understanding and grasp of 
traditional mythological stories, and be able to transform them into vivid and captivating animated films. Therefore, 
it is necessary to strengthen talent cultivation and training in relevant fields, attract more outstanding creative tal-
ents to participate in the creation of domestic animated films, and improve the overall creative level. At the same 
time, we should encourage creative teams to be brave in innovation, break through tradition, and unleash their im-
agination and creativity, so that traditional mythological animated films can radiate new vitality and charm. 

In addition, we should strengthen cultural exchanges and cooperation at home and abroad, absorb international 
advanced animation production technology and experience, and inject more vitality and innovation into the devel-
opment of Chinese animation's animation film. In the international market, the competition for animated films is 
fierce, and many countries have rich experience and technology in animation production. By strengthening interna-
tional cooperation, we can learn from the excellent experiences of other countries, learn advanced production tech-
niques, and enhance the competitiveness and international influence of domestic animated films. At the same time, 
international cooperation can also promote the dissemination and promotion of traditional Chinese mythological 
stories on a global scale, increasing the popularity and influence of domestic animated films in the international 
market. In practical cases, the movie "The Return of the Great Sage" is a successful example. This film is an ani-
mated film co-produced by China and the United States, adapted from the traditional Chinese mythological story 
"Journey to the West". The production team has integrated Chinese and Western animation production techniques 
and aesthetic styles, making the film more colorful in visual expression, with high viewing value and box office 
appeal (Wang Tingqiang & Zhao Feng, 2017). This kind of international cooperation has not only brought break-
throughs in technology and creation for Chinese animation films, but also won more recognition and attention for 
Chinese animation films in the international market. 

In the future, domestic animated films still have great potential for development in traditional mythological 
themes. By deeply exploring the connotation of traditional mythological stories, strengthening the talent cultivation 
of creative teams, and strengthening international cooperation and exchange, domestic animated films will have 
broader development prospects in the creation of traditional mythological themes. I believe that with the continuous 
development of China's animation and film industry, we will see more excellent domestic animation and film works 
emerge, making more positive contributions to the inheritance and development of traditional mythological themes. 
The exploration and innovation of domestic animation films on traditional mythological themes will continue to 
promote the Chinese animation animation film industry to a higher level and bring more visual and spiritual en-
joyment to the audience. In this process, creators need to maintain their reverence and love for traditional culture, 
constantly expand their creative ideas, bravely try new artistic expression techniques, and use traditional mythology 
as a medium to continue shining Chinese culture in animated films. 

5. Conclusion 
Since the beginning of the new century, domestic animated films with traditional Chinese mythological themes 

have achieved significant development achievements, becoming an important business card for the inheritance and 
innovation of Chinese culture. By analyzing the development process, creative characteristics, artistic expression 
techniques, and audience response of domestic animated films on traditional mythological themes, we can see that 
they contain rich cultural connotations and artistic value. In terms of creation, domestic animated films focus on the 
diversification of topics and creative techniques in traditional mythological themes, striving to combine traditional 
Chinese culture with contemporary aesthetic needs, and showcase unique artistic expressions. The audience has a 
high emotional resonance with traditional mythological themes, which also provides solid support for the audience 
foundation of the work. However, domestic animated films still face some challenges and problems in traditional 
mythological themes. It is necessary to further strengthen the depth and breadth of creation, deeply explore the 
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connotation and diversity of traditional mythological stories, and focus on character shaping and reasonable con-
struction of story plots. At the same time, talent cultivation and technical improvement of the creative team are also 
important development directions. 

In the future, we have reason to believe that through continuous efforts and innovation, domestic animated films 
with traditional Chinese mythological themes will showcase even more brilliant brilliance. Strengthening cultural 
exchanges and cooperation at home and abroad, and absorbing international advanced animation production tech-
nology and experience will contribute more to the rise and prosperity of Chinese animation's animation film. Chi-
nese traditional myth themed domestic animation films will continue to gain more recognition and attention in the 
domestic and foreign markets, and make positive contributions to the development of Chinese animation's anima-
tion film industry. 
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