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  Abstract 
As an independent language research paradigm, Ecological Discourse Analysis 
focuses on the role of the language in the ecosystem and reveals the ecological 
thoughts and ideologies behind discourse by concentrating on ecological issues 
and events. Nowadays, news discourse is one of the most effective ways for 
people to obtain social, economic and all sorts of information, and the environ-
mental news discourse exerts a great impact and influence on the natural ecologi-
cal environment and human ecological consciousness. Ecological thoughts, as one 
of the most essential elements in Ecological Discourse Analysis, this paper con-
ducts profound and concrete research on the ecological discourse of news reports 
of the United Nations Climate Conference to arouse people’s perception of se-
riousness of ecological problems, so as to improve people’s ecological con-
sciousness, create an eco-friendly environment and build a brilliant ecological 
civilization with the aim to achieve harmonious and prosperous state between 
human and nature and ultimately build a community with a shared future for 
mankind. 
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1. Introduction 

Nowadays, news discourse undertakes the great mission in transmitting information, and the influence of news 
coverage is very tremendous. With the continuous development of globalization and economy, news becomes the 
most important and acceptable way for people to obtain all sorts of information, which not only shoulders the great 
responsibility in promoting the development of society, but also has a profound impact on people’s perception of 
social construction. Environmental news discourse can cultivate and enhance citizens’ awareness of environmental 
protection, and it is supposed to be committed to establishing a harmonious relationship between ecological matters 
and promote the internalization of environmental morality. Reasonable use of news discourse can put ideology, 
political bias and public opinion tendency in news discourse, imperceptibly penetrated into daily life of readers, to 
transmit positive energy, also to encourage countries to promote the construction of community sharing the future 
of human beings and to create a better future. 

2. The Main Concepts of Ecological Discourse Analysis  
Ecological Discourse Analysis is a new area of ecolinguistics that tries to investigate the interactions between 

humans and other species. The ecological thoughts adopted by ecological researchers are vital to the implementa-
tion of Ecological Discourse Analysis (EDA), which determine the direction of ecological research and how to 
analyze from the perspective of ecology. Therefore, it is necessary to introduce some forceful ecological ideas into 

https://www.hillpublisher.com/journals/jhass/�


Yun Li, Lin Shen 
 

 

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2023.06.036 1230 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science 
 

ecology. With the development of ecolinguistics, many ecolinguists put forward different ideas of ecological phi-
losophy, also known as ecological thoughts. It is the world outlook, ecological ethics, personal understanding and 
construction of things and events, and an important yardstick to judge whether people’s discourse practice con-
forms to the healthy operation of the ecosystem. 

Lots of ecolinguists have their own ecological views. For example, Huang Guowen proposes “the 
people-oriented ecological view” (Huang Guowen, 2017). He Wei and Zhang Ruijie (2017) put forward a harmo-
nious sense of ecological place in natural ecological discourse. There are parallels and contrasts between the eco-
logical thoughts of ecolinguists and the ecological discourse constructors. The commonness is reflected in the fact 
that both of them are ecological concepts, judgments about the relationship between human beings and other spe-
cies in nature or other groups in human society, and will affect the ecological behavior and consciousness. However, 
the ecological view of discourse constructors is an unconscious thinking activity, characterized by ambiguity, un-
systematic and sometimes even contradiction, while the ecological thoughts of ecolinguists are a series of stable 
system supporting each other with conscious and careful thinking. The discourse constructors’ ecological view may 
be positive, which is beneficial to maintaining ecological harmony, or negative, which may cause people to destroy 
ecological harmony. 

Ecological thoughts of news discourse embody both subjectivity and objectivity. On the one hand, an ecological 
discourse analyst always evaluates ecological discourse from the standpoint of a certain ecological subject, and the 
ecological subject he or she represents (within a specific range) will affect the evaluation criteria used. On the other 
hand, evaluation criteria are based on objective reality and objective laws. The establishment of ecological thoughts 
should respect the ecological reality, the basic attributes of human and non-human, and the relationship between 
human and nature. Although they have different emphasis, they both pursue harmony between man and nature and 
ecological sustainability. The ecology emphasizes the rationality and autonomy of the existence and activities of 
natural ecological elements; opposes to the human pursuit of their own quality of life development to break the rel-
ative balance of nature. Ecology thoughts can be used to judge the ecological orientation of process verbs in clauses 
so as to convey ecological ideas and ecological values of environmental news discourse. 

Ecology can be divided into three dimensions: “the natural ecology, the social ecology and the spiritual ecology” 
(Peter Matthiessen, 1991, p. 56). Each kind of ecology has various ecological views. The purpose of natural ecolo-
gy is to find a pure state of nature. The goal of social ecology is to discover the relationships between human beings 
and their related environments, such as natural environments, species, and artificial facilities. Human beings have 
their own emotions and spiritual activities, such as intention, belief, desire and so on. These activities, to some ex-
tent, reflect people’s thinking. Spiritual ecology thus discusses human ego. Spiritual ecology is concerned with hu-
man inner emotion and living state spirit. As the spiritual subject, the individual will be affected by the natural en-
vironment and social environment, so as to have a significant impact on his thought. At the same time, the thought 
rises to his spiritual level, so as to be reflected in his behavior, and the confrontation with nature and society. 

In order to better understand and solve ecological problems, some ecological thoughts and ideas are significant. 
Therefore, analyzing the environmental news discourse from three aspects can improve human ecological con-
sciousness and build a better ecological environment and civilization. 

3. Case Study on the Discourse of the United Nations Climate Change Conferences from EDA 
The United Nations Climate Change Conference, one of the most vital international conferences, represents a 

critical opportunity for us to avoid the worst effects of climate change. It has been held annually in different parts 
of the world since 1995. Nowadays, climate change is the most urgent crisis facing humanity. The increasingly 
frequent and intense weather extremes experienced by some developed countries in recent years have been repeated 
in many developing countries over the past few decades. Therefore, the United Nations Climate Change Confe-
rence is crucial to the world’s ecological environment and civilization as well as the development of the earth in the 
next 100 years. News report is one of the most crucial ways for people to obtain social information, and the envi-
ronmental news discourse also has a great impact on human’s life. The language used in the report will consciously 
and unwittingly affect people’s opinions on environmental issues, thus affecting the construction of ecological en-
vironment and the development of human beings. Ecological Discourse Analysis (EDA) focuses on ecological 
problems and reveals the ecological concepts and ideologies behind the discourse, so it is suitable to analyze envi-
ronmental news reports and better promote the solution of the earth’s ecological problems and the improvement of 
human ecological consciousness through this way. 
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With the development of ecolinguistics, many ecolinguists put forward different ideas of ecological thoughts. It 
will affect the ecological behavior of consciousness subjects. However, the ecological view of discourse construc-
tors is an unconscious thinking activity, which is unsystematic and sometimes contradictory. The ecological 
thoughts of some ecolinguists are more convincing and influential, which can effectively disseminate positive eco-
logical ideas and ecological values to the public. Therefore, we can analyze the examples from the selected news 
reports to make some profound researches on the discourse constructors’ language so as to better understand pub-
lic’s ecological thoughts. 

3.1 The Natural Ecological Thoughts 

The purpose of natural ecological thoughts is to find a pure state of nature. The natural ecological thoughts are 
shown in some examples which include some animals or natural phenomenon. Next we will analyze some selected 
examples in the news reports to discover how the thoughts make an impact on the public. 

(1) We need to use carbon less intensively while bolstering the resilience of the environment by enhancing car-
bon sinks-things such as plants, soil and oceans that absorb more carbon from the atmosphere than they release. 

(China Daily, November 21, 2021) 
In example (1), some natural objects are mentioned such as “plants, soil and oceans” to remind the readers of the 

great significance of things that can help reduce the carbon emissions. The climate challenge is perceived as global 
at the 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties, or COP 26, in Glasgow, Scotland. Therefore, 
it is necessary for developed countries as well as developing ones to take the ecological issues into consideration 
through the analysis of this example. Moreover, the journalist uses the example to show his natural thoughts about 
the non-human species, and thus indicates we as human beings should protect the natural objects to better construct 
environmental civilization. In this way, the readers can be more cautious about the protection on not only the ani-
mated objects but also the non-human species. 

(2) Not since the dinosaurs have species been disappearing as rapidly as they are today, and what’s happening 
now is the only extinction event ever to be caused by a species: Homo sapiens.  

(China Daily, December 10, 2019) 
From the above example, we can make a conclusion that the speed of these endangered species which are disap-

pearing is also relevant to the climate change issue. The news reporter uses the example of “dinosaurs” to indicate 
the importance of the linkage between human and non-human objects, which unintentionally reflects his ecological 
thoughts that no matter what species exist in our host planet, it has to play its indispensable role in creating an 
eco-friendly environment. Therefore, this example can remind us of the fact that we human beings should co-exist 
with all the other species so as to improve the circumstances of the environment. 

3.2 The Social Ecological Thoughts 

The goal of the social ecological thoughts is to discover the relationship between human beings and their related 
environment, such as natural environment, species, artificial facilities, etc. The social ecological thoughts in the 
news reports usually have a more profound influence on the construction of the environment. Here are some exam-
ples representing the social ecological thoughts. 

(3) Between 2005 and 2018 China increased its forest reserves by 4.56 billion cubic meters to reach 23% of its 
land, an effort that has lowered the country’s net emissions by acting as a carbon sink, prevented erosion, and to 
some extent helped restore degraded habitats.  

(China Daily, December 10, 2019) 
In example (3), the human element is “China” and non-human element is “forest”. It describes a picture of hu-

man beings and nature, which shows the inseparable relationship between them. And this example is based on the 
background that the previous conferences have been attended by environmental ministers and other lower-level 
government officials, but for significant progress to be made, world leaders need to show their support for conser-
vation. From this information, we can make a conclusion that the aim of each climate change conference is to re-
mind the leaders of the fact that the climate fight needs collaborative efforts and work, and thus attract more people 
to take actions on the construction of better ecological civilization. Moreover, the words like “increase, prevent, 
help” also indicate the importance of their relationship, that is, the humanity and those non-human species should 
co-exist for a long time to create a brilliant future of the world together. The news reporter mentions the efforts 
made by China to show the important role of each nation in this climate fight, and the readers can strengthen their 
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ecological consciousness through the actions of governments. 
(4) However, in the history of climate negotiations, while environment ministers have made commitments to re-

duce carbon emissions, their colleagues in energy, agriculture and finance posts have promoted policies to support 
the production and consumption of fossil fuels.  

(China Daily, November 12, 2021) 
From this example, the human element refers to “ministers, colleagues” and the non-human element refers to 

“carbon emissions, fossil fuels”. It demonstrates the vital relationship between human beings and the environment 
and this kind of relationship also plays an essential role in improving people’s ecological awareness and construct-
ing environmental civilization. The journalist presents the governments’ ecological thoughts about the carbon 
emissions and consumption of fossil fuels in order to strengthen the ecological consciousness of the public. 

3.3 The Spiritual Ecological Thoughts 
As a thinking animal, human being has his own emotions and spiritual activities, such as intention, belief, desire 

and so on. These activities, to some extent, reflect people’s thinking. This process represents the spiritual ecological 
thoughts. Some representatives’ spiritual ecological thoughts can demonstrate the importance of the improvement 
of ecological consciousness. Here are some examples to be analyzed. 

(5) Climate activists had hoped that a strong commitment would be achieved on phasing out fossil fuels, with 
coal the first target.  

(China Daily, November 15, 2021) 
In example of (5), the human element is “activists” and the non-human element is “fossil fuels”. The word “hope” 

shows the climate activists’ desire to reduce the use of fossil fuels and at the same time they have the willingness to 
begin this process by cutting the coal first. The news reporter represents the climate activists’ spiritual ecological 
thoughts about the fossil fuels so as to attract people’s attention on their uses of these materials. Therefore, the pub-
lic can make use of some renewable resources in order to achieve the commitment made by these activists who 
have profound understanding of the environmental problems. 

(6) Environmentalists are hoping it will be like Paris in other ways as well, namely that the agreement will con-
sider climate change and not just biodiversity. 

(China Daily, December 10, 2019) 
In example (6), the human element is “environmentalists” and the non-human element is “climate change”. The 

example shows some representatives’ stances on the climate change issue. They hope that each nation can take 
various factors related to the climate change into consideration and fulfill their respective responsibilities on this 
climate fight. In this way, the readers can be aware of the fact that many fields are related to the construction of 
ecological environment. Therefore, the spiritual ecological thoughts shown in this example can be better dissemi-
nated to the public. 

In summary, by analyzing some examples that represent the natural, social and spiritual ecological thoughts, we 
can be clearly aware of the great importance of improvement of ecological consciousness and construction of eco-
logical environment. Reporting some activists and environmentalists’ ecological thoughts, the journalists do their 
best to disseminate positive thoughts which are beneficial to create a brilliant future for human beings. Therefore, 
the readers can have profound rethinking of their opinions on the environmental issues. 

4. Significance of Analyzing Environmental News Reports from the Perspective of EDA 
4.1 Improvement of Ecological Consciousness 

Ecological and environmental problems are, in the final analysis, the matter of the mode of development and the 
way of life. To fundamentally solve ecological and environmental problems, we must fully, accurately and com-
prehensively implement the correct ecological vision of development. No matter what environmental circumstances 
we are in, the ecological consciousness always plays the most significant role in solving the ecological problems 
and creating eco-friendly future. 

4.2 Protection of Ecological Environment 
Ecological Discourse Analysis focuses on environmental issues. By analyzing lots of examples of environmental 

news reports, we as readers can be aware of the fact that the journalists efficiently express the importance of pro-
tecting our host planet and the public can take actions on it. 



Yun Li, Lin Shen 
 

 

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2023.06.036 1233 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science 
 

4.3 Construction of Ecological Civilization 

The ecological environment is the most basic condition for human existence and the most important basis for the 
world’s long-term progress. The rise and collapse of civilization will be directly influenced by changes in the bio-
logical environment. As a result, journalists must draw attention to the development of ecological civilization. And 
analyzing news discourse from the perspective of EDA can help strengthen the consciousness of protecting the 
ecological environment and construct better ecological civilization. 

In the process of rapid economic development, the traditional high input, consumption and emission extensive 
development pattern causes a large number of ecological environment problems, construction of ecological civili-
zation needs to be elevated, resources constraints tightening, ecological degradation and other issues more and 
more prominent, especially all kinds of environmental pollution and ecological destruction are at higher risk, be-
come the homeland of the injury, the pain of the people’s livelihood. In this paper, through the analysis of the news 
discourse of the United Nations Climate Change Conference, the readers can be more cautious about their actions 
which can have a vital role in creating better ecological environment and ecological civilization. 

5. Conclusion 
With the deep development of news media, news discourse plays an essential role in the guidance of public’s 

opinion on account of its objectivity and authenticity. Based on it, environmental news discourse should pay more 
attention to the influence of language on readers’ behavior and consciousness, because the severity of many envi-
ronmental problems has reached to a thorny extent, such as global warming. These problems not only require gov-
ernments of various nations to implement a series of regulations to protect the ecological environment but also need 
more and more people to improve the ecological awareness to consciously take some actions to protect the envi-
ronment and ecology. Based on the theoretical framework of Ecological Discourse Analysis, this paper analyzes the 
environmental news reports related to the United Nations Climate Change Conference from China Daily. It hopes 
to strengthen people’s understanding of ecological issues and raise their ecological awareness to not only protect 
ecological environment but also construct ecological civilization. 
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Appendix 
1. The 2020 biodiversity COP: An opportunity for China to lead the world in conservation (published in China 

Daily, December 10, 2019) 
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201912/10/WS5deef55da310cf3e3557d090.html 

2. The 2020 biodiversity COP: An opportunity for China to lead the world in conservation (published in China 
Daily, December 10, 2019) 
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201912/10/WS5deef55da310cf3e3557d090.html 

3. COP26 stokes optimism, but action must follow (published in China Daily, November 12, 2021) 
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202111/12/WS618dbdd1a310cdd39bc74e66.html 

4. Down not out: The fight must go on against climate change (published in China Daily, November 15, 2021) 
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