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Abstract

Register theory is one of the important theories of systemic functional grammar. It
has strong practicability in discourse analysis. The concept and function of regis-
ter theory can be analyzed and applied to discourse analysis to dig out more effec-
tive interpretation methods. Based on the register theory, this article analyzes the
ecological sustainable development policy of the Beijing Paralympic Games from

Received: March 2, 2023 three levels: tone, mode, and field of discourse. In order to explore the register

Accepted: March 30, 2023
Published: April 27, 2023

“Corresponding author: Weiyu Zhu,
Beijing University of Technology, Beijing,
China.

characteristics of such ecological policies, and analyze the text functions and text
meanings contained in them. The study finds that political documents will use the
words which are related to sustainable development to express the field of dis-
course, and political documents usually use very formal expression to deliver po-
litical points to reader. This study will help readers better understand the meaning

of political documents, and also help political texts better convey political ideas
and opinions to the public.
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1. Introduction

Systemic Functional Linguistics (Halliday, 1985) is a theory applicable to linguistics, which is widely used in
discourse analysis. And the register theory in systemic functional grammar is the core and focus of its research. In
addition, the dates of the Beijing Winter Olympic Games and Paralympic Games are approaching, and sustainable
development is an important part of contemporary Olympic and Paralympic projects and a core concept in the IOC
Olympic 2020 agenda.

Therefore, using the theoretical framework of systemic functional linguistics, this paper takes the sustainable
development policies issued by the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games and Paralympic Games as the discourse
analysis object, in order to analyze the register characteristics of the ecological policies of the Winter Olympic
Games, and reveal the language functions and find the discourse meaning of this kind of documents.

2. Literature review

Systemic functional linguistics constructed by Halliday has a history of 60 years, and has experienced the devel-
opment stage from syntactic theory and systemic functional theory to social semantics and applicable Linguistics
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(Huang & Zhang, 2020). Systemic functional linguistics has developed rapidly in recent years and is widely used in
discourse analysis and discourse analysis. Moreover, discourse analysis is an important part of the theoretical re-
search of systemic functional linguistics. Discourse analysis is of great significance to the construction of systemic
functional linguistics theory (Huang, 2010).

Sustainable development has become a very significant topic in the world. The sustainability of the Olympic
Games is a way to promote the host city and country to improve urban infrastructure, housing, and environmental
quality, create new employment opportunities and facilities, guide people’s healthy and civilized lifestyle and social
behavior, and leave a long-term Olympic heritage for the host country and city. It is also a development mode to
achieve environmental, social, and economic balance. The IOC has listed sustainability as one of the three basic
themes of the Olympic 2020 agenda, which requires that sustainability be integrated into all aspects of the hosting
of the Olympic Games.

Therefore, in the context of the Winter Olympic Games, using the register theory in theoretical framework of
systemic functional linguistics to analyze the sustainable policy discourse of the Winter Olympic Games can ac-
tively respond to the call of the Olympic Games and better implement the sustainable development strategy. More-
over, it summarizes the register characteristics of such ecological policies, and carefully analyzes the textual func-
tions and textual meanings contained in them.

3. Register theory in systemic functional grammar

Register theory appeared in the 1960s and has been developed for 50 years. Halliday, a famous British linguist,
was the first to propose it (Zhang, 2014). As one of the important theories of systemic functional grammar, register
theory plays an important role in translation, language teaching, especially discourse analysis. Register can reflect
context, which refers to the language applied in specific practice. Halliday (1985) puts forward that register in-
cludes three aspects: the scope of conversation, the relationship between the two sides of the conversation and the
method of conversation, which are also called field, tenor, and mode of discourse.

The field involves such factors as the topic and place of communication (Zhang, 2010). It often involves the
scope of discourse in daily life, work, and study, which determines the choice and use of vocabulary. For example,
some words only appear in specific occasions and rarely appear in other occasions. Tone, including personal tone
and functional tone (Zhang, 2010). Personal tone refers to the social relationship between the two sides in the
process of communication. For example, in life, the intimate or relaxed communication we show when communi-
cating with our family numbers. Functional tone refers to purposeful communication with others in our study or
work. For example, the communication between students and teachers in class is to solve a problem or learn a
theory. Mode refers to the channels and methods we adopt in our speech activities (Zhang, 2010). This channel may
be oral, such as interview, telephone, etc., or written, such as letters, poems, and novels. It may also include both,
using oral to make up for the complexity and wordiness of letters, and using letters to make up for the casual and
informal oral (Liu, 2016).

4. Register theory analysis of Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games sustaina-
bility policy

The sustainability policy for Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games was released on December 30,
2016. The whole chapter includes 6 natural sections, which can be divided into six parts. The first part is a sum-
mary of the whole article, indicating that Beijing has always implemented the concept of sustainable development
in preparing for the Winter Olympic Games and Paralympic Games; The second part, starting from China’s eco-
logical policy, puts forward a positive response to general secretary Xi’s concept of ecological development, and
makes the Olympic Winter Games and Paralympic Games a civilized event to achieve mutual promotion and
win-win of the Olympic movement and regional and city sustainable development. The third part describes our de-
termination to ensure fair competition, ethnic equality and ecological sustainability from the aspects of culture,
morality and law; The fourth part indicates that we will establish a sustainable management system in line with in-
ternational standards and establish sustainable objectives through the formulation of sustainable management plans;
The fifth part indicates that we will establish a perfect supervision system, monitor and review in real time, and
publish the test report for people’s supervision; The sixth part is the summary, which shows our determination to
run the Beijing winter and Paralympic Games well.

In order to facilitate the analysis, the author translated the document according to the relevant translation soft-
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ware and later found relevant professionals to modify it, and translated the Chinese version into the English version
for analysis. Then, using register theory to analyze the sustainability policy of Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic and
Paralympic Games is mainly interpreted from the following three levels.

4.1 Field analysis

The topic of this discourse is the sustainability policy of Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic Games and Paralympic
Games. It is a formal topic, which is obviously different from daily conversation or conversation in informal occa-
sions. The discourse scope in the field determines the choice and use of words. Therefore, the choice of vocabulary
must be closely related to the theme.

“We will earnestly implement the development concept of innovation, coordination, green, openness and sharing,
adhere to the principle of "green Olympics, shared Olympics, open Olympics and clean Olympics", implement the
Olympic 2020 Agenda, and enhance the sustainable influence of the Beijing Winter Olympic Games and Paralym-
pic Games”.

“We will integrate the principle of sustainability into the daily work of all departments of BOCOG as soon as
possible by establishing a sustainability management system consistent with the International Organization for
Standardization, so as to provide a reliable guarantee for achieving the sustainability goals and tasks of the 2022
Beijing Winter Olympic Games and Paralympic Games”.

“We integrate sustainability goals into all project management teams and supply chains, effectively implement
sustainable procurement, establish a sustainability standard system for the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games
and Paralympic Games that integrates monitoring, review, assurance and reporting, and regularly provide and pub-
licize sustainability reports”.

From the above three sentences, we find that the words in the discourse are closely related to the theme, that is,
the sustainable development of the Winter Olympic Games. Secondly, it emphasizes the importance of the organiz-
ers to the Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games and their determination to implement the sustainable develop-
ment strategy from three different levels. Thirdly, the field determines the style, which includes formal style and
informal style, and the policy publicity text belongs to the formal style. In this document, the author uses profes-
sional terms such as “sustainability”, “core concept”, “basic principle”, “development concept”, “ISO 140017,
“ISO26000” to enhance the professionalism of the text and to make it more persuasive.

4.2 Tenor analysis

Discourse tone refers to the social status and role relationship of both parties in communication (Xu & Zou,
2007). The promulgation of the policy is formal and non-personal.

“We will strictly abide by the law and morality, respect the diversity of culture and tradition, and respect the
equality of all people, uphold the Olympic concept, and commit ourselves to achieving the goals set forth in the
Olympic Code of Ethics;

We will work in a fair and transparent manner to eliminate illegal transactions that endanger fairness;

We will strictly abide by the standards and provisions of labor laws and regulations to protect the labor rights and
human rights of staff;

We will fight against any form of discrimination in terms of race, nationality, religion, political views and posi-
tions, gender, disability, place of birth, and commit to social integration;

We will take preventive measures to control disasters and safety accidents and ensure the safety and health of all
personnel;

We will cooperate with relevant global organizations and institutions to jointly take positive measures to protect
ecosystems and biodiversity, carry out environmental management, strengthen the awareness of environmental re-
sponsibility, and achieve the sustainable development of natural resources and ecological environment.”

In this part, it shows us that the government attaches the great importance to the hosting of the Winter Olympics
and expressed its attitude towards fairness, human safety, ecological sustainability, and other important issues. The
author uses five “we” to express the determination of the organizers to ensure fair competition, ethnic equality, and
ecological sustainability. These five sentences begin with “we” and form neat parallel sentences. They sound
rhythmic and touching. They also feel catchy and cadenced when reading, expressing the organizer’s strong deter-
mination and high sense of responsibility.
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4.3 Mode analysis

From the basic concept of mode, we can see that different discourse forms will also produce different textual ef-
fects. Whether it is oral or written, formal or informal, has a great impact on the text effect of the text (Liu, 2016). It
is not difficult to find that the sustainability policy for Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games is
written. It is a policy issued by the government to show the people. Secondly, it is formal because its release
represents the government and even the country, and it also highlights the authority of one country and shows the
respects for other countries.

5. Conclusion

From the concept and function of register theory, we can see that register theory has strong applicability in dis-
course analysis. Taking the sustainable development policies issued by the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic and Para-
lympic Games as the discourse analysis object, this paper analyzes the register characteristics of the ecological pol-
icies of the winter and Paralympic Games, and reveals the methods of analyzing such policy discourses. This study
finds that (1) political discourse will use the words which are related to sustainable development to express the field
of discourse, (2) and political Documents usually use very formal expression to deliver political points to reader.

In a word, we can see from the concept and function of register theory that register theory is very practical.
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