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1. Public discourse right is an important way for western society to build consensus

After the modern industrial revolution, European countries began to evolve into modern society earlier than other
countries. Modern society has the following characteristics: the separation of politics and religion, the sovereignty
of the people, and the shaping and cohesion of social consensus by public media, which constitute the legitimacy
and legitimacy of political power, Public media is also known as the fourth power of society. From the perspective
of social development history, public media have mastered the right of public discourse, constrained and shaped the
public's ideas, and formed social consensus, the western society is a cultural and ideological community, which
benefits from the shaping of public discourse. The industrial revolution produced a strong productive force, which
prompted European countries to conquer the world, thus forming today's world system. The public media and its
discourse power have also become an important ideological weapon for the western world to construct the world
system.

When reporting on China's affairs, the media in western countries have a high voice, portraying China as an un-
known "other”, and actually playing a role in promoting social cohesion. In western countries, the public discourse
power is held by the government, capital consortia and media respectively. They have a cooperative relationship
with each other and share common value interests. "The government controls the social media resources, the audi-
ence is in a passive position to receive information, and the flow of social public information is shown as a one-way
communication mode” (Nie Xiaoyu, 2014). On issues involving China, their positions and attitudes are often the
same or similar. To be specific, the government needs to create a sense of moral superiority among its own people
and ease the pressure brought about by China's growing strength. This can only mislead its own people by shaping
China to be plagued by many problems and domestic ethnic conflicts, the media need to get more attention from the
public and enhance their social influence, so as to win more economic benefits. To report more negative news re-
lated to China will not offend domestic interest groups, but will also attract the attention of many people, enhance
international influence, and highlight the “objective” and “independent” characteristics of media organizations,
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which are also valued by many media. In order to distract the attention of the local people and safeguard their in-
terests, capital consortia are also willing to use the media to transfer the hot spots of public opinion. Sometimes,
they will also spread rumors or distort reports about China for the sake of damaging economic interests. These have
aggravated some people's worries and fears about the "other" in western countries. China is an alien to western so-
ciety. For the western society, the existence of the "other" is also an important support for the construction of social
maintenance. In recent years, with the diversification of domestic interests in western countries, social conflicts
have begun to intensify. The existence of "the other" can ensure that the people will not be split because of contra-
dictions, but also can divert the attention of the people to domestic contradictions, enhance social stability and pre-
vent social disintegration. The information about China that the western people know from the media is very dif-
ferent from the real China, or even completely opposite. In fact, not only China, but also other countries outside the
Western countries. China is the most representative country. After entering the 21st century, it has developed rap-
idly, surpassing many traditional western powers, and its value systems are different from those of the West.
Therefore, China is easily regarded as the "other".

2. An Analysis of the Narrative Motivation of Western Discourse

The western media, to some extent, reflect the feelings of the western world towards China. Historically, China
believed that it had always been ahead of the world and surpassed the western countries. The western countries on-
ly surpassed China through the industrial revolution. The industrial revolution made Western countries powerful.
They were able to rule the world, establish a global order and allocate global resources. Western countries regard
themselves as masters of the world and representatives of the civilized world, and regard other countries and re-
gions as backward or barbaric. The western world was full of yearning, admiration and fear for the mysterious and
rich oriental world. The yellow peril theory reflects this complex mentality. Their hearts are full of envy and greed,
but they are also afraid.

In order to seek wealth, they explore the world driven by greed. When they conquered the world, they were full
of confidence in themselves and formed a sense of superiority. They want to establish a stable world order, which
allows them to continue to gain benefits and maintain a sense of moral superiority. But they also worry that other
countries and regions will resist. If the western value system is spread to the whole world and recognized, other
countries and regions may not resist because of yearning and envy, and they will imitate and learn from western
countries. The western countries have built a strong hegemonic discourse... Based on this, they occupy a favorable
position and can impose their own values on other countries, and use their own discourse system to examine and
measure everything, which gives them psychological advantages ( Chen Zhengliang et al., 2014). After World War
I, China embarked on the path of socialist development. The comprehensive strength and international status be-
tween the East and the West began to change. China's development and progress have greatly changed the world
situation and become an international force that cannot be ignored. The sense of superiority of the western world
has disappeared, and the mentality of China has also undergone subtle changes. Western countries used to look
down on China with the advantages of industrial civilization, with a natural sense of superiority. Today, they are
more worried and panicked about the current and future.

Western media always use false or misleading words when reporting on China, They are unwilling to
acknowledge the gap between themselves and China and their achievements. This situation is very common in
western media reports. China has not learned from the western value system, but has become a world power. West-
ern media consciously use false facts to describe China. China has chosen a development path different from that of
the West and has not followed the West. They try their best to find out the problems, contradictions and challenges
existing in China and magnify them infinitely to vent their nervous panic. They can't understand why China can
surpass them. Although today's China is not a developed country, or even has a large gap with the western devel-
oped countries, this does not affect their emotional catharsis. The western media fabricated false words to convey
this panic to the public, which also indirectly affected the feelings and cognition of some people. They hope that the
domestic people can dilute the contradictions, build consensus and face the challenges brought by China in the face
of the crisis. The government departments intentionally or unintentionally played up some contradictions with our
country, which also affected the public's ideas and attitudes. China is a false image in the western discourse system,
which is spliced by wrong information. This is very different from the real China. It can even be said that many
western people do not understand China at all. Therefore, we can understand why so many politicians, organiza-
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tions, public figures and the public are always criticizing China, blaming China, and even abusing China. Because
they do not understand the real China, of course, they may also be unwilling to understand.

3. Cyberspace Amplifies the Influence of False Narration

Cyberspace is a virtual space established after the subject hides his identity, which provides favorable conditions
for the spread and diffusion of false discourse narration. Cyberspace information spreads faster, more efficiently,
and more easily misleads the public.

Netizens are the audience of cyberspace, and they may read the "stories", "truth", "secrets" and other information
created. In the network world, there is so much information that people can not identify the authenticity of infor-
mation. Internet users want to get real and effective information, which helps them understand the real world and
establish a cognitive system. People have channel preferences for information acquisition, for example, they are
more likely to believe in video and audio information rather than text information. They are more likely to trust the
information provided by authoritative institutions, organizations or public figures than unfamiliar people or organi-
zations. False information can be trusted by pretending to be the identity of other people, and can be edited into
incorrect videos that do not conform to the reality, so as to be disseminated. This information will mislead the au-
dience and disrupt the reader's existing cognitive foundation.

Compared with print media, the biggest advantage of cyberspace is that it can provide a virtual real scene, al-
lowing netizens to get a "real” experience. "Compared with the real objective world, the ‘pseudo environment' of
media screening, processing and construction can meet people's potential needs for information, or Internet users
are more willing to perceive the world in an immersive way. Under the influence of inertial thinking, people tend to
believe in preconceived things, while they often turn a blind eye to those facts that do not conform to them (Li
Jiangjing, 2017). In the real world, people can not get enough information, nor can they accurately judge the au-
thenticity of information. They prefer to believe in video, audio and other forms of information. The public sub-
consciously believes that the possibility of falsification of audio and video data is not high, because such infor-
mation is more complex and difficult to falsify. This provides favorable conditions for the spread of false narrative.
The new network media enables the public opinion information to be transmitted interactively at any time and an-
ywhere. The participants are complex and diverse, the content is huge, the transmission speed is fast, and the scope
is wide (Long Xiaonong, 2012). Many people or organizations produce, manufacture and disseminate all kinds of
false information based on various reasons and motivations. Compared with the real world, the cost of this false
narrative is lower, but the impact is wider. The audience of traditional media is only readers, while the audience of
online media is all netizens in the world.

Some media in western countries are good at making false news and false narration, as well as in cyberspace.
The cost of making rumors is low, but the cost of refuting rumors is high. This is a public opinion struggle with
unequal strength. In the Internet era, we should have a deeper understanding and cognition of the law of infor-
mation dissemination, and grasp the way and law of information dissemination based on network characteristics. In
particular, the formation of public authority in cyberspace will be the key to mastering the discourse power in vir-
tual space. We should also pay more attention to and understand the characteristics of western society and western
people, and take effective measures to improve our discourse authority and win the initiative in this discourse war.
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