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  Abstract 

The protection and development of traditional villages is one of the key points in 

the study of China's rural revitalization. The study of the landscape characteristics 

of villages with characteristics is the basis for the protection of villages with eth-

nic characteristics. The landscape of Tibetan villages in Ganzi is one of the most 

distinctive ethnic cultural landscape types of traditional villages in western Si-

chuan. Based on field research, this paper conducts a multi-level and all-round 
analysis and research on the landscape of Liqi Village, Xiaba Township, 

Kangding City, Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. The landscape space of 

Liqi Village is mainly divided into ecological landscape space, production land-

scape space and living landscape space. This paper makes an in-depth analysis of 

the three types of unique landscape space of the village, and summarizes the land-

scape characteristics of each landscape space. It provides database support for the 

research of ethnic minority villages in western Sichuan. 
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1. Overview 

Liqi Village is located in Xiaba Township, Kangding City, Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province. 

It covers an area of more than 50 square kilometers, adjoins 248 National Highway, and is about 25.59km away from 

Ganzi Kangding Airport. There are 103 households in Liqi Village, with a total population of 423. There are more than 

ten Tibetan villages around it, such as Qulong Village and Odameba Village. The village is rich in natural resources, 

with cattle and sheep all over the country and many temples and pagodas. It is reputed as "Kangba Jiangnan" and is one 

of the traditional villages with typical Tibetan style landscape characteristics. The history of Liqi Village can be traced 

back to the Tang Dynasty or more. It belonged to Tubo in the Tang Dynasty and Yazhou Prefecture in Sichuan Province 

in the Qing Dynasty. The local religious belief is mainly Buddhism. There are five religious venues including Gol Tem-

ple and Curi Temple within 20 kilometers around the village. Liqi Village, mainly engaged in forestry and animal hus-
bandry, is a semi agricultural and semi pastoral village. Its landscape mainly includes three types: ecological landscape, 

production landscape and living landscape. 

2. Ecological landscape spatial characteristics of Liqi Village 

Qi village xia township, is located in the Tibetan culture hinterland, the area known as the Sichuan Tibet "first pass", 

beautiful natural scenery, rich in tourism resources, the area belong to kangding western Sichuan plateau, forest vegeta-

tion is widely distributed, the rare wild animal and plant resources is very rich, at the same time here steep slope, rich 
rain, high sensitivity of soil and soil erosion. The key service functions of this area are the development of forestry and 

animal husbandry, water conservation, soil conservation and biodiversity protection. 
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2.1 Topography and landform features 

The highest point of Xiaba Township is located at the top of Xiaduo Mountain, about 4800 meters high; Liqi Village 

is located at the lowest point of Xiaba Township, about 3400 meters high. The water system is mainly distributed in the 

valleys of the mountain system on both sides, and most of the residential houses live behind the mountains. 

2.2 Climate characteristics 

Xiaba township is alpine cold temperate climate, long winter and short summer; the county area is a plateau valley 

climate, cold, dry, clear, open terrain, sunshine, strong radiation, annual sunshine hours 2,640 hours, known as "small sun 

city", annual average temperature 5.6℃, the highest temperature 31.7℃, minimum temperature-28.9℃, and the average 

temperature will not exceed 10 degrees Celsius, annual average precipitation 636.5 mm, oxygen content equivalent to  

67% of the plain. Due to the surrounded by mountains, the wind is less inside the town, but sometimes due to the precip-

itation is too large, some places will occur in the flood, directly forming a large number of wetlands along the river. 

2.3 Hydrological characteristics 

There are three water systems in the village, Size River, Zilong River and Liqiu River, Size River and Zilong River 

converge and eventually flow into Liqiu River. The Liqiu River is 15 kilometers long, with a relatively slow water flow. 

Liqu River, Liqiu River, known as Liqu, is also marked as Luqu, upstream called Liqi River, is a tributary of the Yalong 

River, a tributary of the Jinsha River in the upper reaches of the Yangtze River. Source tea the ditch originated in Ganzi 

Tibetan autonomous prefecture of Sichuan province yajiang county, fu county, kangding at the junction of big snow 

mountain of folding mountain fu county color card township four pond ditch, flow through the fu county township color 

card, south into kangding, the tower town, new bridge, tile township, sip, root dam, friends, shad, in the city of the sand 

down township into the yalong river.  

2.4 Landscape vegetation 

As a high-altitude area, The native plants on the mountains around Liqi village are mainly pine trees, Combined with 

the alpine climate of the plateau, The vegetation in the village is dominated by poplar trees with strong environmental 

adaptability, The older ancient trees and some landscape trees in the village are mainly poplar trees, The remaining trees 

are mainly poplar, In addition, there are incense trees, red spruce, camphor tree, dry willow, pear, sea mulberry, birch, 

ash, red plum, The shrubs mainly plant Cotoneaster, Cirripus and sea buckthorn, Sea-buckthorn species are mostly wild 

ones, Herbs mainly planted, flax, chrysanthemum, skin, iris, sage, willow orchid, stone, bamboo, jade plum, yu beauty, 

blood full grass, acid mold, Gesang flower, chrysanthemum, horseshoe yellow, Wolf poison, glass grass, bone grass and 

so on. Driven by rural revitalization and rural tourism, Liqin Village has planned a flower sea industrial area, in which 

many flower sea with strong landscape value are planted, mainly consisting of ornamental herbs such as sage, Gesang 

flower, chrysanthemum, acid mold, and glazed grass. 

3. Production landscape characteristics of Liqin Village 

The production landscape of Liqi Village mainly includes farmland landscape, flower field landscape and other eco-

nomic gardens. Other economic gardens refer to the types of local wild plants that can bring economic benefits through 

a series of processing. 

3.1 Farmland landscape 

Farmland landscape in Liqi village production landscape area accounted for a relatively large area, is its most im-

portant part. Most of the farmland in Liqi Village is distributed in the flat terrain on both sides of the road, separated by 

wooden or stone fences. The farmland is backed by the mountain, and the mountain and farmland form a unique farm-

land landscape. In the farmland landscape, highland barley, wheat, wooden beans, potatoes, cabbage are planted. In 

addition, a small amount of farmland around the village house layout scattered, mainly used for planting wheat, high-

land barley and other crops. The farmland landscape combining centralized and dispersed layout, and the planting of 

characteristic crops is the main characteristic of the production landscape in Liqi Village. 

3.2 Flower field landscape 

Flower field landscape is a major feature of Ruiqi Village, but also one of the tourism highlights of Ruiqi Village. 

Flower fields are concentrated on both sides of the road leading to the racetrack and planted in pieces. Choose different 

flower varieties according to the change of seasons, such as sage, hollyhock and peony. 
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3.3 Other economic gardens 

In Liqi village, there are many pieces of "fields", where the characteristic wild plants of the plateau, mainly 

sea-buckthorn. Local people use these wild sea-buckthorn to do some reprocessing, made into seabuckthorn juice and 
other agricultural and sideline products for sale. 

4. Living landscape characteristics of Liqi Village 

4.1 Village pattern and evolution 

The evolution of the villages has gone through three stages: The first stage (before 2003): Most of the residents live 
in the mountain valley. At this time, there is no clear village pattern, the residents' life is relatively not convenient 

enough, the dwellings have no sense of group building, and the layout is scattered. After the establishment of the S215 

provincial road, a small number of villagers to facilitate the life of the residents began to move around the road. The 

second stage (after 2003): S215 provincial road is expanded into a national road, which provides convenience for resi-

dents to travel, life and work, and also strengthens the communication between Liqin Village and the outside world, and 

more villagers move out of the distant valley. The third stage (status quo): With the implementation of the national 

poverty alleviation policy and the progress of The Times, the villagers have found a way to get rich—sell wild fungi, 

and the national road is more conducive to the sale of agricultural products, so with the rise of the road level and the 

exploration of the road to get rich, the villagers began to move from the distant valley around the national road. Some 

ones that cannot be moved to both sides of the national highway will also try to be spread within the administrative 

scope of the village [1, 2].  

4.2 House landscape 

Lixia village house site is mostly to invite the living Buddha to see the feng shui land selection. Generally choose a 

Xiangyang base near farmland, conditional also consider close to streams or river, easy for water, close to the forest to 

wood, choose base before the villagers will according to the calendar and inspect of feng shui regulations, by the calen-

dar or living Buddha religious people to choose, it is mainly to avoid Tibetan taboo "triangle" and "triangle" terrain. In 

addition, pay attention to the back mountain water, facing south, in order to avoid sand, open vision and use natural 

light, obtain the purpose of lighting and heating. Liqi village house space layout has a total of four ways: single-family 

dwellings, front yard back room (single-family local-style dwelling houses front is hard or courtyard), front house 

backyard (single-family dwellings or main house and distribution behind the side of the ancillary building is the court-
yard), enclosed type dwellings (main house and ancillary buildings such as warehouse around the courtyard) [3, 4]. 

4.3 Landscape of street space 

Streets and alleys are the skeleton of the whole village layout. It not only plays a role of traffic, but also plays the role 

of village ventilation, the formation of landscape corridor and communication space. The layout, scale and direction of 

the streets and alleys in Liqi Village are all affected by the terrain, surrounding environmental conditions and people's 

living needs. Liqi village houses concentrated distribution on both sides of the 248 national road, in the early years, liqi 

village residents or scattered living in the valley, due to the establishment of the 215 provincial highway (after to 248 

national road), the villagers have moved from the valley to national road on both sides, so the village street layout is 

relatively simple, composed of two levels, respectively is the main street and lane. 
Main street: National Road 248, is the main traffic artery in the road system of Ruiqi Village, running through the 

whole village. It is not only the main traffic connecting the village to the outside world, but also an important mode of 

transportation within the village to carry out trade, social activities and crowd evacuation. The width of the main street 

is about 7m, and the main traffic is trucks, cars, electric cars and motorcycles. There are also landscape paths and land-

scape walls beside the main street, with obvious Tibetan ethnic characteristics. The landscape paths are distributed on 

both sides of the road, dotted with several red maples, about 3-4m apart; followed by the landscape wall, mainly poplar 

green belt. Alley: There is only one lane in Liqi Village, which plays the role of connecting the main street and the 

health center, without any obvious landscape characteristics and levels [5]. 

4.4 Historical landscape 

4.4.1 Classic hall 
There is a long-dated public scriptures hall in Liqi village, which the villagers call "temple son" for religious activi-

ties, such as chanting sutras. The church is located on the east side of the racetrack, next to the structures with religious 

nature such as the prayer tube, white pagoda and living Buddha residence. According to the villagers, the hall was built 

between the 1980s and 1990s. The hall has two floors, is a public building in the village, the roof of the top of the dou-

ble eaves. The wall is white, using the unique Tibetan red, red symbolizes Manjusri Bodhisattva, and white symbolizes 
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Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva. There is a tradition of advocating white, white symbolizes purity, light, snow mountains; 

magenta represents religion and monk clothes. In the individual areas of the individual sect of the temple walls are also 

painted with black, gray and other colors. The most representative of the Tibetan color is magenta, the color of the 

clothes of Tibetan Buddhist monks, representing the Tibetan Tibetan Buddhist belief. There are also decorated with five 

prayer flags on the building, setting the hall against the blue sky and white clouds.  

4.4.2 Transfer cylinder 

The investigation found that there are 5 sutras in the Village, which is also known as "well" prayer tube, van lin 
prayer tube, etc., which are related to the eight-character mantra and six-character mantra (six-character Ming mantra). 

Tibetan Buddhism believes that the more the mantra, the more the piety of Buddha, can get rid of the suffering of rein-

carnation. Therefore, in addition to mouth chanting, people also make "well" sutras, which put the "six-character 

Daming mantra" in the sutras and roll it with their hands. The Tibetan people put the scriptures in the sutras, and each 

rotation is equivalent to chanting the scriptures once, indicating that the "six-character Daming mantra" is repeated 

hundreds of times. Some people also use water power, light heat energy, respectively made water turn tube, lamp turn 

tube, generation of people recite "six words Daming mantra". 

The warp tube is generally divided into two categories: one is the hand type, the other is fixed on the temple wheel 

frame. All recorded in the village are the latter. Four of the five places are turnwheels placed in the building. These 

turnwheels have to be pushed by hand, usually with a gentle push. To turn it means to read the text in it. The other is 

independent on the stream, rotating by the power of the current. 

4.4.3 Wipe the room 
"Wipe" refers to a molded mud Buddha or mud tower. There are two wiping houses in the village. The purpose of the 

Tibetans in the village is to accumulate good virtues, and regard it as a holy object to eliminate disasters and pray for 

blessings, and it is mostly used for the collection of Buddha statues and stupas. Some are directly placed in the temple, 

the rock cave or "wipe kang", "gate pond", and some are piled on the top of the mountain and the intersection of the 

mani pile, with the wind horse flag, mani stone carvings and prayer flags together, by the believers worship. As for a 

special building, the villagers call it "wiping house", most of which have a long history and are religious buildings built 

by the local Tibetans to store wiping. 

4.5 Defense system 

In the past no barbed wire and other defensive tools, manual technology is underdeveloped, the villagers planted se-
ries of poplar column as the boundary of defensive animals, with the social development, the village defense system has 

become diverse, have stone pile of stone wall, also have barbed wire, stake and other forms of partition to resist the in-

vasion of animals. 

5. Summary 

Liqi Village is rich in cultural landscape and natural landscape resources. Influenced by the unique natural climate 

environment and national culture, the ecological, production and living landscape space of Liqi Village has unique 

characteristics of Muya Tibetan area, which is the crystallization of survival and development under the special geo-
graphical ecological environment of Tibetan mountains and valleys on the plateau. In the process of rapid urbanization, 

the traditional unique model of Liqin Village is worth further in-depth study. 
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