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Abstract

During the ten-year New Deal at the end of Qing Dynasty, secondary schools
were founded all over Henan. This was the early stage of the development of
secondary education in Henan, and a turning point for Henan education, laying
the foundation of secondary education in Henan. Educational reform is a huge and
systematic social project, which not only brings about the reconstruction and in-
novation of internal factors of education, but also reflects the mechanisms and
characteristics of the whole government and society at the time of reform. A
comprehensive reform of the imperial examination education system, which
lasted for more than a thousand years in ancient China, would inevitably be ac-
companied by difficulties, especially in Henan, which was in economic decline

and conservative in its outlook. The article examines various aspects of secondary
education in Henan at that time, particularly the situation of teachers and students,
the curriculum, the use of textbooks, sources of funding, examinations and gradu-
ation, with the aim of understanding the actual state of secondary education in
Henan at the end of the Qing Dynasty.
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The development of middle school education in Henan at the end of the Qing Dynasty did not reach the expected
vision, despite the constraints of many factors such as shortage of teachers and funds, as well as the lack of expe-
rience in the initial stage. However, it still took a positive step forward. Its exploration and practice of new-style
education provide us with experiences worth learning from. In addition, Henan region is located in the Central
Plains, mainly agricultural, and in the context of that time has the characteristics of the general regional social situ-
ation in China, and from this perspective the study of secondary school education in Henan region has a certain
universal significance.

1. The emergence of the new-style school in Henan at the end of Qing Dynasty

The concept of secondary education in the late Qing Dynasty came along with the "Western learning spreading
to the East" and was developed on the basis of the experience of the European and American countries and Japan.
In 1901, the Qing government started the New Deal reform and ordered the provincial governments to change the
local academies into middle schools. 1903, the Zoudingzhongxuetangzhangcheng stipulated that "Each prefecture
must have a middle school."After this charter was introduced, administrative districts at all levels such as Yong-
cheng, Wuyang, Xinye and Xihua in Henan responded.
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According to the requirements of the Qing government, according to the administrative division in 1820, there
should be 13 secondary schools in Henan. After the end of the Qing Dynasty, the administrative division of Henan
changed, and in 1904, Zhengzhou was upgraded to a directly subordinate county, and in 1905, Zhechuan Hall in
Nanyang was upgraded to a directly subordinate hall. The number of prefectural-level administrative districts in
Henan increased to 15, and accordingly 15 middle schools were established and opened one after another in early
1906. These 15 middle schools were governmental middle schools, and their operation had been relatively stable
with the support of the government. In addition to this, more middle schools could be established in counties and
regions that had the conditions, but the scale of these middle schools was not equal to the actual rise and fall. Some
of them had a complete scale and strict regulations, while others had frequent reorganization and were short-lived.

Some information about the overall development of secondary schools in Henan Province can be obtained from
the statistical tables of the Henan Provincial Education Office since 1908. The number of secondary schools in He-
nan Province has been increasing in the last six years, by three to four per year. The number of students is also in-
creasing. From 1904 to 1906, the number of students increased by 140%; from 1907 to 1909, the number of stu-
dents increased by almost 100%. This growth was already alarming in the late Qing Dynasty environment, and with
a small number of students graduating each year, overall secondary school education was zigzagging forward, and
as the number of schools and students increased, the number of faculty members also increased from 1907 to 1909.
The number of faculty members grew more rapidly than the number of staff members. This was related to the fact
that Henan officials were responsible for absorbing some graduates of teacher training schools, non-teacher training
school graduates and students who studied in Japan to teach in Henan high schools.

In 1904, there were 11 middle schools in Henan, all of which were government schools. In 1909, there were 23
middle schools in Henan, including 20 governmental middle schools, three public schools, and no private schools.
It can be seen that the theme of running secondary schools in this period was mainly government-run, and the scale
of individual schools was small, and the development of secondary school education was limited. Second, look at
the geographical distribution of secondary schools in Henan. In Henan, secondary schools were mainly concen-
trated in the provincial capital city of Kaifeng, which had four secondary schools, of which three were public and
one was government-run, while the other provinces were generally one.

2. Education in Henan Middle School in the late Qing Dynasty

2.1 Faculty

1. Graduates of teacher training colleges

According to the Zoudingrenyongjiaoyuanzhangcheng, only those who have graduated from a higher teacher
training school with upper secondary education are qualified as secondary school teachers. Therefore, teacher
training schools, which were the main places for training teachers, were especially valued. In accordance with the
requirements of the 1903 Zoudingyoujishifanxuetangzhangcheng, each province should establish a superior teacher
training school. After graduating from the three-year teacher training schools, they could be assigned to secondary
schools. At the end of the Qing Dynasty, Henan had two excellent teacher-training schools: one was the First Nor-
mal School of Henan, established in 1905, and the other was the Second Normal School of Henan, established in
1907, both in Kaifeng.

2. Old style literati and others

In order to solve the problem of insufficient teachers, Henan Middle School also hired some people of merit as
middle school teachers. These people were mainly employed to teach the Chinese courses, such as Chinese lan-
guage and history. At the same time, the school would also employ some graduates from higher education institu-
tions rather than teacher training as secondary school teachers such as Song Yuyao from Huaigingfu Middle School,
who taught English, gymnastics, arithmetic, etc. In the last decade of the Qing Dynasty, although there were not
many secondary schools, the total number of teachers was in short supply.

2.2 Student source

(1) Admission of graduates of higher elementary schools

According to the Qingdingzhongxuetangzhangcheng and Zoudingzhongxuetangzhangcheng promulgated by the
Qing government, middle school should recruit graduates from higher elementary schools (Shu Xinchen, 1961).
Graduates of higher elementary schools could usually enter the middle school directly without taking an entrance
examination.
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(2) Recruiting other students

In order to ensure the source of secondary schools, Henan High School recruited students with the same aca-
demic ability when there were not enough high school graduates. In 1902, the Qing government's Qingdingzhong-
xuetangzhangcheng required that those under the age of 25 who had studied "elementary generalist” could enter the
middle school, and in 1903, the Qing government's Zoudingzhongxuetangzhangcheng stated that although the mid-
dle school should recruit graduates from the high school, it could be flexible at the beginning of its establishment.
Five years after the opening of the middle school, this solution was no longer used. In general, there were not many
qualified students in the middle school. And the complex origin of students and their varying degrees made teach-
ing very difficult. Young people are in a psychologically active stage of seeking their own selves, identities and
talents, and conflicts between students and teachers occur from time to time.

2.3 Curriculum and use of textbooks

(1) Curriculum

The curriculum is directly related to the school's training audience. At the end of the Qing Dynasty, there were
twelve subjects taught in secondary schools: morality, bible reading, foreign languages and history.

(2) Textbooks

Generally speaking, there were three main difficulties in education in the late Qing Dynasty: first, the difficulty
of funding; second, the difficulty of teachers; and third, the difficulty of textbooks. The difficulty of textbooks be-
came an important factor that hindered the development of education in Henan Middle School. At that time, the
school mainly used the form of oral narration by teachers and note-taking by students. The Qing government stipu-
lated that until the official textbooks were published, the teaching of each subject was determined by the teachers
themselves, and the textbooks were homemade and borrowed from each other by different teachers. Most of the
textbooks for secondary schools in Henan were homemade by teachers, and the use of textbooks varied because
there were no uniform standards. For example, for the subject of geography, the official Wannan Middle School of
Nanyang Prefecture used the Beiyang Normal Lecture Notes; for science and chemistry, they used physics text-
books, etc.

2.4 Education funding

After the Gengzi reparations, the Qing court's treasury account was empty and in financial difficulties, facing a
very serious crisis. The Qing government had no more funds to support the development of local education and had
to rely on local self-funding to build secondary education. Generally speaking, the sources of funding for the prep-
aration of secondary schools in Henan at that time were as follows.

(1) Government grants and old funds of the school

During this period, most middle schools in Henan were established by the government, and their funding was
naturally raised by the local treasury. The counties under the jurisdiction of the government and departments sub-
mitted a certain amount of tuition money, through which the school money was used to develop secondary school
education and educate local children. Therefore, during this period, the funding for secondary school education in
Henan was relatively lenient compared to elementary school education, and there was rarely a dilemma in funding
education. For example, Weihui government middle school, in addition to the old fund of the original academy in-
terest, school field rent, students pay tuition, the nine counties under the government, and the annual funding of ten
thousand taels of silver(Weihui City Local History Compilation Committee, 1993). Runing Province Middle
School was established when the government treasury allocated 5, 300 taels of silver (Runan County Local History
Compilation Committee, 1997) , is also a relatively good situation.

Most of the secondary schools in the late Qing Dynasty were converted from old academies, and these secondary
schools naturally inherited the funding from the original academies. The real estate of the former old academies, etc.
was transferred to the new schools together, which not only solved the problem of building new schools, but also
provided a guaranteed source of funding.

(2) Tuition income and private donations

The Qing government allowed secondary schools to charge a certain amount of tuition, but the income from tui-
tion was a rather small part of the school's educational expenses. Private donations were also a source of funding
for schools. For example, the secondary school in Pazhuangpu, Xiangcheng County, Chenzhou Province, lacked a
stable source of funding at the beginning of its establishment, and only after Yuan Shikai donated 30, 000 taels of
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silver did it gradually become well-funded. In contrast, public schools were mainly financed by the gentry, with
less official funding and unstable funding sources. In the last decade of the Qing Dynasty, there were basically no
private high schools in Henan Province, the only example being Huaixi High School founded by Hu Xiangshan, a
Japanese student from Runan, in his own home, which was later changed to a secondary industrial school in 1910
due to lack of funds (Runan County Local History Compilation Committee, 1997).

3. Overall evaluation of the education of Henan Middle School in the late Qing Dynasty

3.1 Contribution of secondary school education in Henan Province

(1) Cultivate a group of modern intellectual talents

The establishment and development of Henan High School in the late Qing Dynasty decade was a major change
in the history of education in Henan. The establishment of new schools, the reform of the school system and the
renewal of teaching contents and methods exposed students to new knowledge and ideas, and produced a group of
cultural people who initially accepted new modern ideas and knowledge. According to incomplete statistics, there
were 9 junior high school graduates in Henan in 1907. in 1908, there were 20 graduates. in 1910, some high schools
around the province had been operating for 5 years, and it was the time for a large number of graduates to graduate.

These students were different from the old intellectuals of the past. They received a new-style education in the
new school, learning a range of natural and social sciences, and the new-style education gave the secondary school
a new understanding of society. As a result some of the graduates devoted themselves to the revolutionary cause,
and some even became leaders and made great contributions to the progress of society.

(2) Consolidated secondary education everywhere

The emergence of the middle school hall as a new thing was the starting point of middle school education in He-
nan. Most of the middle schools in the Henan region today began in the late Qing Dynasty and continued to devel-
op after the Republic of China. For example, the original Kaifeng Prefecture High School was the predecessor of
today's second provincial high school. These middle schools, established in the late Qing Dynasty, made a great
contribution to the secondary education in the Henan region.

At the same time, Henan already attached importance to advanced teaching methods from abroad when estab-
lishing the new school, and no longer adopted the original one-to-one private school teaching method, but adopted
the centralized classroom teaching method. The teaching system also actively borrowed from the successful expe-
rience of foreign countries and improved our old teaching system by adding the forms of examination, promotion
and graduation. Most of the textbooks used in the middle school are translated from the West, and the proportion of
knowledge of natural sciences has increased, improving the structure of students' knowledge and broadening their
horizons.

Although the purpose of educational reform in the New Deal of the late Qing Dynasty was to cultivate talents for
the New Deal, objectively speaking, secondary school education was in line with the direction of history. Although
the development of middle school education is difficult due to various factors, the number of middle school stu-
dents is slowly increasing. Therefore, despite the difficulties and shortcomings in the development of middle school
education in Henan, it is still a positive step forward.

3.2 Deficiencies in the development of secondary school areas in Henan Province

In the last decade of Qing Dynasty, there were great differences in secondary education in Henan Province.
While Kaifeng had four secondary schools, Chenzhou had three, Nanyang had two, and Huaiging had two, there
was only one secondary school in each of the other places. The reasons for this situation are related to the condition
of the old local colleges, the condition of the areas where they were located, and the efforts of government officials
and gentry to promote education.

(1) Differences in regional status

At the same time that the prefectural academies were changed to middle schools, the provincial academies were
also changed to middle schools as a matter of course. Of course the political status of each prefecture would also
influence the development of the middle school. For example, WuShe County, the seat of Huaiging Prefecture, was
also the site of Hebei Province, so he not only had a prefectural middle school, but also a Hebei Province middle
school. Kaifeng, for example, was the seat of the provincial capital, which had more favorable policies, a more en-
lightened culture, an abundance of talent, and a rich source of students. As a result, secondary education was more
developed in Kaifeng and Huaiging, which was related to the status of the political center of the school where the
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school was located.

(2) Local officials and gentry's efforts to promote education

In 1901, the Qing government required the establishment of secondary schools in various places. In contrast, be-
cause local officials and gentry were very enthusiastic, Henan middle school education was more developed in the
states of Huaiging, Nanyang, Kaifeng, and Chenzhou. For example, in 1902, after the gentry of Wushe County
changed the Heshuo Academy into the Heshuo Middle School in 1902, the governor of Huaiging changed the Qin-
huai Academy of Huaiging into the official Middle School of Huaiging. The teaching of Kaifeng was inseparable
from the active advocacy of famous gentry such as Li Shichan and Zhang Jiamou. In 1908, Yuan Shikai donated 30,
000 silver yuan to Bozhuangpu Middle School in Xiangcheng County so that the school's had ample funds to pro-
mote education. It was due to the zealous promotion of these enthusiastic officials and gentlemen that the local
states were able to maintain the leading position in secondary education in the province despite the difficult condi-
tions of the late Qing Dynasty.

4. Concluding remarks

Secondary school education in the New Deal of the late Qing Dynasty was an inseparable part of modern educa-
tion in Henan. From the landmark event of founding the first secondary school in Henan in 1900 to the fall of the
Qing Dynasty in 1911, Henan Province had initially established its own secondary education system. Although
constrained by many factors such as teacher shortage and financial shortage, as well as the inexperience of schools
in their initial stages, the development of secondary schools in various regions of Henan did not meet the expected
vision. However, middle school education, as a new thing that emerged under the promotion of the Qing govern-
ment at that time, was in line with the trend of the times, and its exploration and practice of new-style education not
only left us precious spiritual connotations, but also provided us with experiences worth learning from.

References
Li, G.L. and Qian, M.Q. Compilation of Materials on the History of Modern Chinese Education - General Education [M].
Shanghai: Shanghai Education Press, 1995:200-220.

Renan County Local History Compilation Committee. Runan County Records [M]. Zhengzhou: Zhongzhou Ancient
Books Publishing House, 1997: 165-172.

Shu, X.C. Materials on the History of Modern Chinese Education (middle volume) [M]. Beijing: People's Education
Press, 1961: 499-503.

Shu, X.C. The History of Modern Chinese Education [M]. Shanghai: Shanghai Bookstore, 1990: 504-510.

Tao, S.K. The literature collection of Henan Academy in the late Qing Dynasty [J]. Henan Library Journal, 2012,
32(06):2-5.

Zhang, X.L. An analysis of the situation of teaching staff in Henan middle school in the late Qing Dynasty [J].
Zhongzhou Journal, 2012(02):156-160.

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2022.12.032 725 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science



