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  Abstract 
Male-child is a pride of contemporary Nigerian homes but balancing the parental 
responsibilities in girl dominated homes is becoming a serious challenge. Thus, 
emerging patriarchal fraud to balance the sex of offspring in contemporary Nige-
ria with concomitant exclusion of girl-child entrepreneurial potential is creeping 
into contemporary parenting. Parenting supports and promotes the physical, emo-
tional, social, and intellectual balance of a child but most girl-child suffer neglect, 
taken unserious or most time abandoned with their heavy entrepreneurial poten-
tials. Good parenting, which focuses on enforcing independence in the child, ne-
gates the entrepreneurial potentials of girl child at different ages and stage of de-
velopment, thus making them totally dependent. Parenting styles are very vital 
because numerous reports signify that it forecast how children perform in the field 
of psychosocial development, business development, academic performance, so-
cial competence and problem behavior. Parents adopt any of these parenting 
styles such as (authoritarian permissive, uninvolved, and authoritative parenting) 
to raise their wards and/or children. In Nigeria today, the predominance of a male 
child over a female child had continued to trigger urgent concerns. It is quite ob-
vious that once a woman has not delivered a male child (baby boy), she is yet to 
be fully accepted in the husband’s family and this is the plight, many women who 
are yet to have male children for their husbands go through as they are seen to be 
of no value to their families. Most men had argued that the preference of a male 
child is for the family name to be sustained, inherit property and the need to con-
form to the culture and traditional setting. Girl child entrepreneurial education has 
been a bane of contention owing to the male dominated (patriarchal) world whe-
reby a boy child enjoys all the privileges of going to school to learn and acquire 
skills more the child girl who is often relegated to domestic chores and early mar-
riages. Entrepreneurial education of the girl child should be fully enforced in Ni-
geria to achieve it desired goals and intrinsic objectives. 
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1. Introduction 
1.1 Background statement 

Entrepreneurship is the dynamic process of creating incremental wealth by individuals who assume major risk in 
terms of equity, time and/ or career commitment of providing value to some products or services. The product may 
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or may not be new as value can also be infused into the old products by an entrepreneur by allocating and securing 
the necessary skills and resources. In most developing societies, resources may be in abundant but the entrepreneurs 
are very scarce. This is worse in areas where profit oriented girl-child is prevented from having access to produc-
tive resources or even the ability to make decision of bringing resources together and create enabling market for 
them. It is difficult for the girl-child to center her ideas on growth potentials and innovation due to cultural limita-
tions. Entrepreneurial development is designed to help the girl-child in strengthening his entrepreneurial motives, 
talents and in acquiring the skills and capabilities of risk taking for profit. Contemporary parenting is expected to 
play a major role in entrepreneurial educational development of the girl child. While parenting is a learning me-
dium of the girl-child, entrepreneurial education at parenting stage fine tunes the environment for acquiring the 
skills and capabilities of risk taking for profit. Parenting is the process of raising children and providing them with 
protection and care in order to ensure their healthy development into adulthood. Parenting or child rearing is also 
the process of promoting and supporting the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual development of a child 
from infancy to adulthood (Fudge et al., 2004). It refers to the intricacies of raising a child and not exclusively for a 
biological relationship. The theories driving parenting styles are not all about the individual dispositions of parents 
but also the pattern of bifacial relationships between parents and child. The drive behind parenting style has been 
the physical and psychosocial well-being of children and families (Helseth & Ulfsaet, 2005). Hence parenting style 
can promote effective learning in a child. This is accelerated when the teaching methods adopted during parenting 
is very suitable to enhance the skill and unlock the entrepreneurial potential of a child. Effective parenting is the 
ability to interact and engage with the children in such a way that they learn and grow into remarkable adults 
(Fudge et al., 2004). Good parenting involves a great deal of consistency and routine, which gives the child a sense 
of control. Good parenting focuses on developing independence in children and this involves styles that consider 
children’s age and stage of development. Good parenting must as a matter of fact adopt the teaching approach that 
will speedily impact the core values while allowing a child to independently develop fully, the potential bottled in 
his cognitive, effectors and psychomotor domains. Therefore, it is important to understand a child’s capacity and 
direction before applying the good parenting approach in order to achieve the desired output. Entrepreneurial envi-
ronment of the child is such that the challenges can limit the child innermost potential for profit oriented goals but 
with a suitable teaching approach, the child is provided with the tool to deal with some bottlenecks while exploring 
the skills in them independently. Hence, good parenting should exercise limited control but not on the core value 
system so as not to interfere deeply with the child’s independent attitude. That profit oriented goal of a child is de-
sired in contemporary parenting as it does not give room for illegitimate goals.  

The girl-child is the resultant offspring of an embrayo (from the fusion and fertilization of male and female ga-
metes) due to a total absence sex determining region Y (SRY) gene on the 23rd chromosomal pair. The sex of the 
girl-child is characterized by XX because the male determining sex factor is totally or partially absent resulting to 
development of ovaries. Hence, the man and not the woman is fingered in sex determination of any girl-child. The 
cultural perspective that women determine the sex of a child is an aberration, a concept that is totally misleading 
and the reason for marginalization of women and the girl-child in particular. The question is how can this margina-
lized sex group be blamed for what they cannot account for and why has the girl-child entrepreneurial potential be 
bottled for this long, coupled with harsh socio-cultural and environmental factors? Is there a way out for the girl 
child in contemporary parenting?  

The purpose of the study is x-ray the relevance and importance of girl-child entrepreneurial development and 
education attainment amidst the over rated male or boy-child syndrome which has dominated the entire African 
culture and society for some times now. The male or boy-child syndrome has taken the space in a number of litera-
tures and studies leaving the female or girl-child apart, this has created a huge gap in knowledge and African cul-
ture, religion and society where the female or girl-child is serially abused and relegated to domestic uses without 
any considerations. Their right of living and associations have been denied and totally compromised. These have 
affected and/ or influenced negatively their psyche and mentality, leaving them with the sense of abandonment, 
negligence, and worthless thereby bottling up their entrepreneurial spirit and academic prowess and attainment. It is 
against this backdrop that this study is conceived to address the male-child syndrome and the agony of entrepre-
neurial development of the girl-child in contemporary parenting in Southeast, Nigeria. The study is limited in the 
sense that, it concentrated only on the entrepreneurial development and education attainment of the girl-child leav-
ing out their counterpart, that is, the male or boy-child. 

1.2 Conceptual development 
The long standing assumptions that parents assert a direct and powerful influence on their children through the 

process of socialization has permeated research and theory on human development as well as most cultural belief 
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systems. If children’s turns out well, it is to the parents credit; if they turn out badly, it is the parents fault (Hoghug-
hi & Long, 2004). This assumption has been widely challenged by researchers who highlight the role of biological 
influence on children’s development. Behavioural genetic studies, for example show that adopted children are more 
like their biological parents than their foster parents in basic characteristics such as personality, intelligence and 
mental health. Additionally, some scholars have criticized the emphasis on parenting by asserting that other factors, 
such as peer relationships, exert a strong influence on development (Gage et al., 2006). Parenting plays a significant 
role in shaping children’s environments and thus, children’s exposure to certain things. However, the act of parent-
ing could also pose an adverse effect on a child’s growth and development. When there is inculcation of anti-social 
behaviours and poor resilience, and when depression and aggression which differs from positive upbringing set in 
as parents display their responsibilities. This could affect a child’s upbringing. In as much as every parent wants 
their wards to be responsible, it should be noted that children are mostly influenced by the attitude of their parents 
either positively or negatively (Hoghughi, 2004). Hence parenting styles do play a major role on how children de-
velop into adulthood and such could influence their lives a great deal. Parenting most times segregate gender of a 
child in relation to existing socio-cultural practices. Some societies/culture allows the prevalence of male-child 
based on socio-economic sustenance, thus forbidding the female folks from parental inheritance rights. Again, tra-
ditions forbid women from bearing their fathers’ name after marrying. This has led to a cultural preference for 
males over females as families want financial security and continuance of their family line. Equally, some traditions 
require that only sons can perform certain functions under religious and cultural traditions such as death rituals for 
parents (Ras-Work, 2006). For instance, among the Igbos, the first male son known as opara by tradition inherits 
the ofo title – the symbol of family authority and representative of the family in religious matters. Also a male child 
serves as widowhood insurance for his mother, because a widow’s claim on her deceased husband’s properties is 
given increased social legitimacy if she has a male child (Onwutuebe, 2013). Against this backdrop is the need for 
economic balance of the girl-child in a male dominated Southeast, Nigeria. The study established the challenges 
posed by the socio-cultural and economic framework of the Southeast that limits the girl-child and the likely loo-
pholes that unlock their entrepreneurial potential. A review of case studies that argued strongly the economic po-
tentials and enterprising nature of a girl-child is used in this study.   

1.3 Parenting Styles 

Parenting styles refers to various ways in-terms of (attitudes, bahavoiurs, and values) used by parents to relate 
with their children and influence their intellectual, social, physical, emotional development (James & Ashwill, 
2007). Parenting styles are very vital because numerous reports signify that it forecast how children perform in the 
field of psychosocial development, academic performance, social competence, problem-solving behavior, business 
and entrepreneurial development (Hoghughi & Speight, 1998). Parenting style is important, because several reports 
indicate that it predicts how children perform in the domains of social competence, psychosocial development, 
academic performance and problem behavior. Social competence and psycho-social functioning is adjudged to pre-
dict parental responsiveness (Ruanpan, 2006). There are four types of parenting styles and this includes the follow-
ing; 

 
1) Authoritarian Parenting: Authoritarian parents are referred to as disciplinarians; they are usually strict in 

nature and a typical of Nigerian parents. Punishment is very intense and common and communication is 
mostly a one way traffic: from parent to child. Rules usually are not explained to children (McEvoy et al., 
2005). Parents with this style are ordinarily less nurturing and expectations are high with limited flexibili-
ty. 

2) Permissive Parenting: Permissive or indulgent parents usually allow their children do what they want, and 
provide restrained guidance or direction. They are more like friends than parents. Their discipline style is 
the opposite of strict (Eldridge, 2002). They have limited or no rules and mostly let children figure prob-
lems out on their own. Communication is open but these parents let children decide for themselves rather 
than giving direction. Parents in this category tend to be warm and nurturing and expectations are typically 
minimal or not set by these parents. 

3) Uninvolved Parenting: Uninvolved parents give children a lot of freedom and generally stay out of their 
way. Some parents may make a conscious decision to parent in this way, while others are less interested in 
parenting or unsure of what to do. No particular discipline style is utilized (Tan & Rey, 2005). An unin-
volved parent lets a child mostly do what he wants, probably out of a lack of information or caring. Com-
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munication is limited and this group of parents offers little nurturing and there are few or no expectations 
of children. 

4) Restrictive Parenting: Authoritative parents are reasonable and nurturing, and set high, clear expectations. 
Children with parents who demonstrate this style tend to be self-disciplined and think for themselves as 
this style is thought to be most beneficial to children. Disciplinary rules are clear and the reasons behind 
them are explained as communication is a two way flow. Communication is frequent and appropriate to the 
child’s level of understanding. Authoritative parents are nurturing and expectations and goals are high but 
clearly stated (Amato & Fowler, 2002). 

1.4 Male Child Syndrome 

The preference for a boy child over a girl is an illusion that still persists all over the world amongst China, India 
and Egypt (Wusu & Isiugo-Abanihe, 2006). Traditionally, Nigeria is a male-dominated society even as most wom-
en have made enormous contributions and significant impact in the lives of even the so-called male personalities 
(Elele, 2002). Despite patriarchal domain, the male domination of the Igbo’s as the original dwellers of the South 
Eastern part of Nigeria is aligned with economic sustainability. The traditional Igbo extraction is very patriarchal 
and extreme gender-sensitive as it relates to child bearing just because of its socio-cultural and economic impor-
tance (Abara, 2012). “In the family, when a woman gives birth to a male child that meant extreme joy for the par-
ents especially for the man, who has gotten a male child to stand in for him after his death and continue with his 
lineage and in-turn ensures that that the progression continues thereafter (Amara, 2011). Male-child is the pride of 
every home in Southeast Nigeria. Another theory relates the need for more male children to the economic sustaina-
bility of the family (Alutu & Uzomere, 2011). The birth of a male child endears the woman more to her husband’s 
heart. Thus for her, having a male child connotes that nothing can uproot her from the family (Bélanger, 2002). 
However, if the child in question is a girl, the husband and wife welcome the child with mixed feelings indicating 
that preference for the male child is high no matter how it comes. Biological sex theory opined that the man, not the 
woman determines the sex of a child (Milazzo, 2012). The man and not the woman is in possession of “Y” chro-
mosome that forms a male child, hence the contradiction of biological sex theory with the socio-cultural construct 
is the agony of the girl-child. When the female child in question is coming in geometric progression as the third, 
fourth, fifth or sixth child in the family without a male child, it is enough reason to bring sorrow for the family 
(Diamond & Butterworth, 2008). For the man, it brings greater sorrow because his hope and chances of having a 
male child to stand in for him and continue his lineage is becoming slimmer. He believes that the females will soon 
get married to other men thus depicting an end to his family lineage (Dudeja et al., 2013). It said that having female 
children is like “tending other people’s vineyard while yours is unkempt.” In some cases, this evidently exposes the 
man into marrying many women to get a male child thereby establishing the domination of a male child syndrome 
(Edewor, 2001). This is a gross marginalization permissible by culture. The child, no matter the sex is a gift and 
blessing to the family but the unbalanced attachment and integration to male-child in the Southeast, Nigeria is a 
cultural challenge with new fraudulent practice called “patriarchal fraud” (Olubayo, 2013). This is a situation where 
a desperate loving wife will get male-children out of wedlock and totally conceals the paternity even from the hus-
band. It is a family problem when the child blood component is seemingly incompatible with the “father”. In most 
cases, the so-called ‘male child’ ends up being a nuisance to the family as a lot of them become a regret and disap-
pointment to the family and society in general. 

In Nigeria today, it quite obvious that once a woman has not delivered a male child (baby boy), she is yet to be 
fully accepted in the family and this is the plight of many women who are yet to have male children for their hus-
bands (Eguavoen et al., 2007). The situation is so bad that no man wishes her sister to live without a male child in 
her husband home because she will be socially and economically excluded in her home. It is an aberration to fail to 
pay attention to a woman’s social and emotional needs. The condition faced by these female children and their 
mothers are both morally indefensible and culturally absurd. Even when the situation is made undesirable by her 
husband and in-laws, especially mother-in-laws, the woman is left with no other option but desperations with little 
or no assistance to move on. On daily bases, women face different barriers and deep prejudice and discrimination 
arising from socio-cultural affiliations. Most men had argued that the preference of a male child is for the family 
name to be sustained, inherit property and the need to conform to the culture and traditional setting (Isiugo-Abanihe, 
2003). Issues like these probes the ignorance of most men as some women are well educated, articulate and ca-
reer-driven and even beats many men in circular professions. At this point, it becomes a demoralizing issue. And 
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the emerging questions? What is so significant and particular about the male-child anyway? Are they better busi-
ness oriented than the female child? In the present society which we live now, women seem to be doing very well 
more than the men folk. At the moment, most women are breadwinners of their respective homes; the “whole noise 
about a male child” for economic sustenance is of less importance in contemporary parenting (John et al., 2008). It 
is quite obvious that some men have taken advantage of this to take a second wife and ended up in ugly dilemma of 
producing many children that cannot be catered (Lorber, 2001). Too many children from one woman have a lethal 
effect on the woman in later life. Nigerian women who have “too many” girls or “not enough” boys typically have 
to endure harassment from in laws and family members and incessant domestic violence (John et al., 2008). Prefe-
rence for boys has led to a much disdain for girl children. And when a child not of the desired sex is born, the 
blame is often placed on women (Onwutuebe, 2013). This explains why some men engage in polygamy once the 
first wife cannot bear a male child and on the other hand has prompted this craze amongst women to get a male 
child at all cost for their husbands. The women folk are indeed faced with much troubles regarding to male to fe-
male births (Rossi & Rouanet, 2014). The study asserts that a child is a child no matter what. It is not always about 
the sex but about the personality and what that child would be and offer in future. The wrong mentality of male 
child syndrome and agony of girl-child economic development has destroyed many homes and made many more 
poverty-ridden. The economic and entrepreneurial potentials of a girl-child should be tapped to expand our econo-
my (World Bank, 2001). Entrepreneurial skills development such as creativity, innovativeness, quick deci-
sion-making and risk taking are not restricted to only male children but to any child who have the potential in start-
ing and growing their own business which include a girl child. A study done in 2016, on couples in Ilorin investi-
gating the factors behind Nigeria’s preference for male children, 70% opined that a boy child is more important 
than a girl child, while 30% disagreed with the assertion. This empirical evidence revealed that; to avoid being di-
vorced, most women prefer giving birth to too many children in search of a male child, hence jeopardizing their 
health (Okorie, 2017). This practice is one of those detected issues that have contributed to high rate of maternal 
deaths in Africa and increase in Nigeria’s population growth rate (Amara, 2011). Nigeria’s misogynistic so-
cio-cultural climate results in women being punished for several things that are out of their control. Infertility, mis-
carriages and even violence acted against them such as rape, is considered their entire fault (Amara, 2011). Proving 
these demonic perceptions otherwise is a difficult task that society is yet to win-but as they say; biology doesn’t lie. 
It seems even nature support this assertion and maybe someday, when literacy level increase, every other thing will 
fall in line. 

2. Issues from girl-child entrepreneurial development and contemporary parenting 
Entrepreneurial development focuses on how a girl-child, irrespective of the socio-cultural challenges, over-

comes the fears surrounding a start-up or expansion of entrepreneurial initiative.  
2.1.1 The girl-child entrepreneurial interest locked up over time from parenting in the traditional society to the 

recent contemporary society is exposed from these three perspectives. This can be approached from the psycholog-
ical, social, economic or managerial perspective of the child.  

1) Psychological perspective: Every child has a need, unique value and attitude that drive what they do, their 
type of work and their life in general. Attitudes driven by the motive for profit making, acquisition of pres-
tige and high social status can push a girl-child to success. Again, attitude towards need satisfaction when 
re-enforced by suitable cultural factors can breed successful entrepreneurs. A girl-child parenting style may 
affect seriously, her personality characteristics by bring out super self-imaging, initiative, independence, 
future orientation, problem solving, goal setting, time bound planning and environment for opportunities, 
which this school of thought believed are in-born (Olowa & Olowa, 2020). All these factors though fin-
gered in the propensity for profit-oriented drive of a child, environmental factors may alter the that initial 
drive and even in worse cases replace them with some negative orientation. However, a combination of 
parenting style can provide the needed freedom and allows an enabling environment for independent deci-
sion making of a girl-child whose instinct is revolving around profit orientation without changing the so-
cietal core values. Permissive and restrictive parenting style can re-enforce the entrepreneurial characteris-
tics in such children as a girl-child with latent intuition, vigor, persistence and self esteem can leverage on 
their parent training programmes to showcase their hidden entrepreneurial interest.  

2) Sociological perspective: This school of thought holds the view that an entrepreneur is driven by his per-
sonal economic interest and this may not be compatible with the traditional environment or society. A 



N. C. Ehirim, E. E. Osuji 
 

 

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2022.09.001 267 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science 
 

girl-child with good entrepreneurial interest may battle with traditional contrast by ensuring that her ad-
ventures and desperation for wealth as well as social recognition and status suppress the resentment and 
rejection posed by the society. The social setting of the family can re-shape the basic belief, values and 
norms of the girl child as parenting style can leverage on it to re-enforce entrepreneurial interest on the 
girl-child. Contemporary parenting is expected to re-engineer change in the child without compromising 
the core values by using result oriented methodology. For instance, taking a girl to entertainment shows or 
even club houses by her parents can remove the fear that talented actress or dancers are wild as already 
held by tradition. Parents who are role model to their children can gradually change their orientation by 
their exemplary lifestyles and career activates. Just as medical, law and teaching professions influenced the 
girl-child’s career; her latent entrepreneurial interest can be ignited with the activities of their parents who 
are their role models. Education is also another factor that can enable the girl-child to understand the world 
outside their home. Parent must leverage on supporting the girl child education to equip them with basic 
knowledge and skills that unlock entrepreneurial potential. Again, policies that can economically motivate 
traditional society are needed to motivate talented girl-child actions towards profit making. Hiding under 
religion to promote non-economic orientation as practiced by most traditional societies cannot promote 
development, hence religious societies should incorporate n their teachings activities that will arouse inde-
pendent entrepreneurial interest on the girl-child 

3) Economic and managerial perspective: This school postulates that an entrepreneur is an ‘economic agent’ 
who undertakes accumulation of factors to create uncertain products that can provide utility. According to 
this school of thought, an entrepreneur is a risk bearer who engages in market exchange for profit. Hence, 
an ideal parenting style that trains a girl-child on effective resource allocation and resource combination 
mix to obtain a maximum product at a least possible minimum cost for profit maximizing objective is im-
perative. Here an entrepreneur differs from a manger that may organize, supervise and direct personnel 
towards a firm’s goal. In this regard, managerial perspective believes on a systematic organization of re-
sources to attain maximum profit. Managerial entrepreneurs are organizers of economic ventures of their 
own, private or public. While economic entrepreneurs are seen as risk bearers, managerial entrepreneurs 
are rather seen as leaders. Adequate parenting that provided resource factors such as labour, raw material, 
and land space and/or creates an enabling environment such as market and infrastructures for product crea-
tion could be a good start-up for actualizing the girl-child entrepreneurial interest.  

2.1.2 Socio-cultural challenge and parenting in Southeast: The way forward 
Culture is the sum total of belief, rules, techniques, institution and artifacts that characterized a human population 

(CCE FUTO, 2013). Hence, culture bounds a society together, since it has a group of people who share the same 
knowledge, morals, laws and custom. It can be learned or passed down from generation to generation through pa-
renting. In Nigeria, the standard parenting approach consists of uncompromising discipline, tough love, firm control, 
instilling a sense of accountability and diligence at household chores particularly for the female child. This ap-
proach may transit from authoritarian to restrictive parenting styles but whichever style prevailing in any Nigerian 
society, the immense emphasis is on respect to elders and respect for the traditions. Cultural and religious back-
grounds of the people are held sacred as traditional values are meant to be kept by both sexes of offspring. However, 
the ultimate authority is “God” who is widely respected and revered. And as such this treatise is usually laid down 
to children through parenting. Respect to people in positions of authority, including parents and any older person is 
non-negotiable (Berg-Nielsen & Holen, 2003). Cultural and religious beliefs in the Southeast are strongly fused 
into morals and any deviant is resented or out rightly rejected with ostracism or even death penalty. This is the bane 
of fear for the girl-child in the area. However, a principal manager of economic activities in the family is the male 
child while the females are trained to manage house chores. The girl-child business ideas are most time bottled or 
subsumed in their brothers’ decision, hence the reason why male-child syndrome is the agony of the girl-child. No 
matter how efficient the girl-child is in resource use, the bane of Nigerian traditional parenting style only allowed 
her as help mates rather than economic sustainability to the family business, even the holy book concurred to this 
assertion. In as much as the girl child role is very important but it’s not a sufficient condition to unlock the entre-
preneurial potentials bottled up. When they cannot speak out their minds or engage in decision even on issues con-
cerning them but only pay respect to elders and parents, they remained marginalized and excluded in the family. 
The male-child is a stakeholder in both decision making and resource ownership as the ownership, vision and lea-
dership of the business are vested on them for longevity. This is the common norms and custom of a typical tradi-
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tional society in the Southeast, Nigeria and the traditional parenting style, where authoritative parenting mostly 
prevails. Recent technological advancement, competitiveness, market environment, global crisis and uncertainties 
may have been challenging the family business theory; hence integrating the girl-child entrepreneurial interest in 
the family business plans is of global interest and way to economic development.  

The contemporary Nigerian parenting approach does not help matters as easy-going permissive and uninvolving 
parenting styles seemingly prevail in Southeast, Nigeria. Contemporary parents are generally more tolerant, socia-
ble and more flexible in handling the issue of economic and entrepreneurial interest. The core value of authoritative 
parenting style of traditional society is compromised as it gives way to recent economic interest that seeks illegiti-
mate and short-cut means. Preferences on economic and livelihood activities of parents rather than good morals and 
values are fingered in this development, thus cultural framework and contemporary parenting styles of the South-
east, Nigeria are incompatible. Placing more emphasis on the immediate returns and/or environment to shape the 
child rather than re-engineering the child’s skills through proper supervision and education are unbalanced parent-
ing methodologies. Such parenting style is breeding unsustainable economic development with internet fraud, pros-
titution, kidnapping and many security vices. Unfortunately, most parents accept these as economic development. 
Parents tend to underestimate the influence they have on their children in providing good and proper parenting. 
Most parents make every resource available to their children but teaching the children how to make legitimate prof-
it is relegated to the background. Upholding core value systems while exploring the girl-child entrepreneurship in-
terest should be advocated to enhance economic development. Consequently, older adolescents and young adults 
transit with the goal of becoming independently functioning adults. As they strive to meet evolving personal and 
career related needs, core values are seriously compromised. With rapid and escalating changes in labour market 
and post-secondary educational opportunities, adolescents are confronted with the challenges of meeting their per-
sonal and career needs with much difficulties and mixed feelings. Given the polarized cultural background and 
contemporary parenting style, advancement in fraudulent economic activities by the older adolescence and young 
adult is imperative with deviant behaviours and prostitutions take the center stage in the girl-child development. 
This is dangerous and less anti-development. According to McNeill (2004), children who are exposed to bad pa-
renting are two times more likely to misbehave. Inconsistent disciplinary approaches, poor supervisions and toler-
ance are parenting attributes that can negatively affect children regardless of their ethnicity and socio-economic 
status. There has been a driven force towards describing negative and positive parenting positions and practices or 
conducts in both traditional and contemporary family settings. Spoofing these parenting styles appropriately to-
wards a better physical and psychosocial outcome to prevent ill-health and promote well-being of offspring regard-
less of their sexes is imperative in recent times (Harden, 2005). The principal manager responsible for the expan-
sion and strategic development of a business will be a more sufficient condition for a girl child development. The 
parent especially the mother should expose the girl-child to skill finding activities regardless of occupational gender 
at the growing stage. Such support unlocks entrepreneurial potential parental of the girl child at even a very young-
er age. 

2.2 Enhancing the girl-child entrepreneurial environment through education 

Girl child entrepreneurial education represents a wholesome knowledge acquisition and skills transfer for effec-
tive personal development and life fulfillment. Entrepreneurial education of a girl child symbolizes the primal basis 
for the development of any nation. It does not only promote the development of a nation but also ensures that such 
development is properly harnessed and sustained (Nwoye, 2007). Sadly enough, in most countries in Africa and 
even across the world; girl-child entrepreneurial education is still far behind. According to international ratings, 
Nigeria ranks very low with about 17 million children out of school and 65 percent of these children are girls owing 
to so many societal factors such as socio-cultural beliefs, socio-religious norms and parental factors amongst others. 
In past decades, issues of gender equality as it relates to entrepreneurial education of a girl child have been the 
much debated topic even amongst developed countries (Oteje, 2009). Traditional societies in the Southeast, Nigeria 
has entrepreneurship as male dominated pursuit but this is very wrong. Women are efficient resource users, hence 
they undertake the buying and combination of resources to create uncertain products with some degree of risk and 
engage in market exchange of these products and factors of production for profit at their own risk. Hence, women 
entrepreneurship are untapped source of economic growth, wealth and peace creation, employment and family dy-
namics above all. Women productive activities empower them to contribute to global interest and overall develop-
ment. The inculcation of entrepreneurial education in a girl child is of crucial importance and ensures that female 
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children receives proper orientation to life and less of dependent to the male folk (Audretsch, 2007). Through it, 
weak minds are transformed via informed thinking which pave ways for human and intellectual developmental 
achievements in every area of human endeavours. For nations (Nigeria) to fully access overall growth and devel-
opment, there is no better way than through quality entrepreneurial education. Passion to success and profit orienta-
tion has been identified as drivers of female entrepreneurship in contemporary Nigeria. Women are strongly mov-
ing to the top of their careers as empirical evidence have shown that they are two time more likely to be above av-
erage risk taking than their male counterpart in developed societies (CES FUTO). Such women are educated, eco-
nomically and financially empowered and differ from those in most developing nations. Contemporary Nigeria 
policies can advance economic development through entrepreneurial education programmes. It is important to note 
that societal circumstance, legal regulatory environment and access to finance are drags to top-career thirsty female 
entrepreneurs. While culture relegates women’s income to only feeding and child’s upbringing, barriers to obtain-
ing licenses and business registration and tedious access to credit for business expansion pegs them at only 
small-holder and informal business units. Educational policies that are targeted at women entrepreneurs and agri-
preneurs needs are suitable channel to economic development in Southeast, Nigeria. The educational policy should 
impact the knowledge of equal opportunity and inheritance right, ensure adequate financial education and encour-
age dissemination of financial information to women, facilitate public support services, promote women entrepre-
neurship network and launder good image of Southeast women entrepreneurs to the outside world. Women entre-
preneurs in Diasporas should assist in mentoring and coaching up-coming women entrepreneurs.   

2.3 Parenting and girl-child entrepreneurial education: The way forward 

According to Hassan (2009), poverty has a ‘female face’ and the recent global economic downturns have signif-
icant impact on women as more of them lose jobs on daily basis and are forced to manage shrinking household in-
comes which do not sustain family upkeeps. An entrepreneur is anyone who takes on the responsibility of providing 
service or value upon identifying a market opportunity or gap with the expectation of profit making by exploiting 
the factors of production usually at his/her own risk even more so than his/her own benefit. Every child irrespective 
sex has entrepreneurial chances, which is subject to enhancement and polishing by a learning process. Entrepre-
neurial education increases the learning capacity of the girl-child on entrepreneurial skills. It opens new business 
opportunities and environment just as it ensures high level of human capital development, foster empowerment and 
opens avenue to source for more capital. Education opens up new knowledge which repositions the girl child skills 
and abilities to better performance. With education, the girl-child cannot be relegated to only domestic chores and 
early marriages but exposed to many business opportunities (Adesulu, 2010). Although many Nigerian girls do not 
have access to education at a particular age due to certain numerous and overwhelming factors, which tingles the 
ear and bugs the mind (Adedeji, 2010). Literature has shown that they have much more to offer to economic de-
velopment than the male child (CES FUTO, 2013; Olowa & Olowa, 2020). The girl-child accessibility to entrepre-
neurial education in Nigeria especially in rural communities cannot remain low if the contemporary parenting will 
incorporate education in their methodology. Despite the various global programmes and implementation strategies 
as well as the gross amount of partnership across the world, many African and Asian continents suffer setbacks in 
the area of equal education especially for the girl-child (Akpomi, 2009). In Nigeria, there are large inequalities be-
tween the education that boys and girls receive. While the boys have unhindered access to full entrepreneurial edu-
cation, many girls do not have access to adequate education past a certain age. It was erroneously believed that 
educating a girl child is a waste of resources (money and time) and as such most parents prevent their girl child 
from having quality education, thus barring their girl child from fulfilling their God given dreams and life aspira-
tions (Odularo, 2005). Parents are often more likely to pull a girl-child out of school over a boy when they can no 
longer afford the payment of their fees. As a result of cultural and economic reasons, the girl-child is vulnerable to 
continue the cycle of hardship faced by women around the world.  

A study in 2010, revealed that the adult female literacy rate (ages 15 and above) for Nigeria was 59.4% in com-
parison to the male adult literacy rate of 94.4% (Inegbenebor, 2005). This huge gap is highly due to the education 
privileges and entrepreneurial opportunities accorded to the boy child more than the girl child whose education both 
nature and society abhors with much disdain. Again, the entrepreneurial gender gap in skill acquisition rates in 
2000 at the rural level amongst boys and girls was 18.3 percent in favour of the boys above the girls (Smith, 2009). 
This was also the same amongst the primary school age group of (6-9 years) which stand at 9.9 percent in favour of 
the boys. Furthermore, across the various geo-political delineations in Nigeria, a greater percentage of school-age 
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girls are needlessly out-of-school, compared with the ratio applicable to boys of same age grouping (World Bank, 
2007). This obviously indicates that there is a gender dimension to entrepreneurial educational attainment and de-
velopment in Nigeria, and thus, need to be checkmated before it goes out of hands as the girl child equally have the 
same right as much as the boys in general. The best investment and development policy plan any country can give 
to her citizens is to encourage the entrepreneurial education of the girl child as this gesture empower them to be 
self-reliant and dependent as well as contributes their quota towards the growth and development of their beloved 
country (McOliver & Nwagwu, 2006). In Nigeria today, with almost 70% of its population living below poverty 
line, many girl-children take to hawking on the streets, forced into early marriage leading to teenage pregnancies 
hence, lots of these girls end up dropping out of school even before they get to primary six (UNIDO, 2001). It is on 
the strength of this backdrop that there has been rigorous and continuous debate on the medium of educating the 
girl child either formal or informal. Formal setting involves a structured school programme where they obtain the 
best learning experience in different fields of study while informal setting involves education acquired through vo-
cational training and skill enhancement thus enabling them to stand economically (Tiryaki, 2010). Most importantly, 
the real essence of entrepreneurial education of the girl child is to enable her to maximize her potentials, and func-
tion effectively through the knowledge she acquires thereby allowing her to discover who she really is and enable 
her to compete favourably with male counterparts. The ability and capacity of any nation to fully maximize and 
enjoy the benefits of her human resources largely depends on the educational policy trend and direction as every 
individual both males and females has a quota to bring to the table and if there is no balance causes a strain and 
hinders national development. 

Over the years, there has been a rising debate across the world in respect to the promotion of equality and bridg-
ing of gender gaps in entrepreneurial education; the issue of the girl-child having proper access to entrepreneurial 
education is today still a rising and urgent global concern in many countries including Nigeria. This position in na-
tional debate is gaining more ground with large evidence of inspirational women entrepreneurs who are changing 
the face of business in Nigeria and getting the world to sit up and take notice of the products they are creating and 
the business empires they are building. Each of these businesswomen, in their own unique way, is flying the flag 
for Nigeria, either at home or around the world. This is because they leverage on: 

1) Use of movable assets as collaterals against their husbands and male children as family assets.  
2) Improved access to finance for start-ups. The Bank of Industry (BOI) is offering this facility to young fe-

male entrepreneurs to propel them out of informal business units to formal business empires with evidence 
of tax payment data 

3) Migration of women into high growth sectors 
4) The administrative and registered data (which have census and tax information) 
5) Access to international market business network. This is possible through web technology.  

3. The urgent need for entrepreneurial education of the girl-child  
The need for education and entrepreneurial development the girl-child in Nigeria is no longer a debatable issue 

and should chart a new course for immediate policy direction and implementation. According to Odularo (2005), 
educating a single girl is like educating the whole society, as they play vibrant roles in all the sectors of the econo-
my.  

1) Women are very important to society; their role as home managers and mothers places them in a vital posi-
tion which engenders positive development of any society (Robinson, 1999). They are role models in the 
girl-child family and most successful women are role model to the larger society. Again, their natural posi-
tion as women (helpmates) puts them at very high levels of positively influencing their environments and 
contributing immensely to the growth and development of any nation. With proper awareness and entre-
preneurial education, the girl-child possesses the potential to improve the quality of their lives, and steer 
not only their destinies in the right direction, but the destinies of their families and by extension the society 
in general.  

2) Entrepreneurial education avail the girl child to be innovative, creative, analytical, think deep, withstand 
undue pressures and competitions and as well own business empires (World Bank, 2007). In the Nigerian 
context, it could be seen in most homes that the educated girl children takes proper care of their families 
more than the so called educated boy counterparts who are adjudged by both nature and society to be more 
important and most valued. Thus, any society that fails to give qualitative education to her girl children is 
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bound to fail woefully.  
3) The girl children are now considered to play a growing role in entrepreneurship growth and development 

all over the world. According to Isenmila and Okolie (2009), Nigerian women have tremendous capacity of 
human resources which they deploy from time to time to achieve great feat for themselves thereby contri-
buting to the economic growth and development of Nigeria. For instance, the likes of Late Prof. Dora 
Akunyili, Dr. Okonjo Ngozi Iweala, Dr. Obiageli Ezekwesiri, Linda Ikeji, Folorunsho Alakija, Dr. Stella 
Chinyere Okoli, Bimbo Alase, Tela Fela Durotoye, Olajumoke Adenowo, Betty Irabor, Fifi Ejindu, Bola 
Shagaya, etc. These entrepreneurial and educated Nigerian women own business empires while some of 
them have served in one capacity or the other in government and had contributed hugely to the economic 
growth and development of Nigeria and thus cannot be forgotten in a hurry (Robinson, 1999). Their names 
will forever be written in gold throughout the history of Nigeria. Improving the education and entrepre-
neurial opportunities of the girl child in Nigeria should be of immense paramount for a developing country 
like ours to achieve increased levels of economic growth and development (Nwoye, 2007).  

4) The Nigerian government must as a necessity renew its’ attention and total commitment to the girl children 
economic empowerment and promote entrepreneurial investments in female children.  

Conclusion and Recommendations 
Parenting in Nigeria is transiting from the traditional society method to a globally acceptable contemporary me-

thodology. The authoritarian parenting that prevails in traditional societies of the Southeast is giving way to more 
permissive parenting or indulgent parents who usually allow their children do what they want, and provide less re-
strained guidance. They tend to be more like friends than parents. Their discipline style is the opposite of strict with 
open communication. The study also X-rayed the harsh cultural challenge of the Southeast that places much advan-
tage on the male-child than the girl-child. The condition faced by these female children and their mothers are both 
morally indefensible and economically absurd. Entrepreneurial skills development such as creativity, innovative-
ness, quick decision-making and risk taking are not restricted to only male children but to any child who have the 
potential in starting and growing their own business, as such the girl child. The contemporary family has a lot of 
work in this regard by understanding the different girl-child entrepreneurial development perspectives. Contempo-
rary parenting must as a matter of fact combine their parenting style with suitable methodologies if they will evoke 
social change. Combination of parenting styles can provide the needed environment required for independent deci-
sion making of a girl-child whose instinct is revolving around being less of a child. Permissive and restrictive pa-
renting style with a result oriented methodology can re-enforce the entrepreneurial characteristics in a girl-child and 
of which they can also leverage on their parent trainings to showcase their hidden entrepreneurial interest. Exposing 
the girl children to what they should know at the right age and being a role model without compromising the core 
traditional values are result oriented approach parents should leverage on to achieve the best contemporary parent-
ing and reposition both the male and female child towards economic developments. 

Recommendations 
Based upon the above backdrops, the study recommends the followings; 

1) Adequate parenting that comprises of both traditional and contemporary parenting styles should be 
adopted in raising both the male and female child as to inculcate sound moral values, disciplines, and 
independent decision making abilities and as such will transform the contemporary society positively. 

2) Enabling environments coupled with resource factors such as labour, raw materials, land space, busi-
ness and market opportunities should be adequately provided to support the girl child in actualizing her 
entrepreneurial interest and capacity-building developments. 

3) The parents especially the mothers should expose the girl-child to skill finding activities regardless of 
occupational gender at the growing stage. Such support unlocks entrepreneurial potentials of the girl 
child and repositions her for higher excellence and greatness.  

4) Some of the socio-cultural practices enumerated should be properly looked into and strongly re-view 
to accommodate the girl child as much as it accommodate the boy child. Such measures will liberate 
the girl child from her personal and mental prison of being less of a child and spurs her to attain great-
ness in her life goals and ambitions. 

5) The need to create equal opportunities and gender equity in education and entrepreneurial skills should 
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be enforced and implemented to the latter, as to give room to both the male and female child to devel-
op themselves without any form of favoritism or preference over another. Such equal openings are 
bound to trigger economic growth and development in Nigeria. 
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